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POWER OF ENGLISH PHRASAL VERBS

PART 2: LEARN ENGLISH PHRASAL VERBS USING 6 POWERFUL TIPS
Quite often foreign English speakers have tendency of creating complicated, unnatural English sentences when
speaking. While it’s acceptable and even necessary (to develop English writing skills and learn to express
yourself) when writing, in spoken English it can lead to situations when English learners struggle to explain
themselves and hesitate when speaking. That’s when phrasal verbs come into action and facilitate spoken
English fluency and therefore they’re really beneficial in order to increase foreign English speakers’
confidence!
But if you’re having and impression that phrasal verbs are used only as slang phrases and educated, intelligent
people don’t use them – you’d better think twice! While there’s indeed a great number of very informal
phrasal verbs like ‘to stick up for’ which means ‘to defend someone when they’re being criticized’ or ‘fire
away!’ meaning ‘start speaking!’, it’s very handy being able to use them as well. If you’re on a night out with
English speaking folks, you’ll be able to communicate with ease as informal chat mostly consists of such
phrasal verbs.
Have I finally managed to persuade you to start learning English phrasal verbs? Then let’s get down to the
business!

Tip #1. While there are plenty of English textbooks dedicated to phrasal verbs, there’s no real need to get a
hold of one. You don’t need to stuff your brain with hundreds of phrasal verbs at once because you’ll simply
start mixing them up! Of course, it never hurts to have one for reference, but I’d suggest you go for freely
available online resources.
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While there are many English learning websites where you can find lists of phrasal verbs, you need to find one
where the phrasal verbs come with example sentences. You need to see in what context a phrasal verb is used
to get it right!
Here’s a great website with thousands of phrasal verbs with examples. You can use it when picking new
phrasal verbs to learn and also to look up meanings of new phrasal verbs you come across when learning
English.
Tip #2. When choosing which phrasal verbs to learn, go for the most commonly used first! Here’s a list of the
essential English phrasal verbs, and even if you learn only half of them, your spoken English will definitely
become more fluent!
Learning English is often not so much about quantity as quality. You see – any person has active and passive
vocabularies. Your active English vocabulary contains all the English words you can actually use when speaking,
but passive is all the English words you recognize but can’t really use when speaking. So while it’s definitely
useful to recognize meanings of plenty of phrasal verbs, you can add only a limited number of phrasal verbs to
your active vocabulary in a given period of time.
That’s why it’s crucial to pick out the most commonly used ones and start using them when speaking English!
Tip #3. Pick a few phrasal verbs – one to three every day – and write them in your pocket dictionary. Memorize
them by repeating a good number of times until the phrasal verb settles in your mind.
IMPORTANT! Always learn phrasal verbs within context! Don’t memorize a single phrasal verb, instead repeat
and memorize a phrase that contains it!

So instead of memorizing only ‘to pass around’ learn the whole phrase ‘to pass test papers around’. By
memorizing phrasal verbs this way you’ll make sure you can use them in real English conversations later on. If,
on the other hand, you memorize only the exact phrasal verbs, you might struggle using them when speaking.
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You’ll be forced to constantly kind of look them up from your inner dictionary and it will hamper your English
fluency. But if you have them imprinted in your mind as part of natural English phraseology, you’ll be able to
use them automatically.
Of course, it’s important that you pick relevant phrases. Don’t learn a phrasal verb phrase ‘to get away with
stealing a million’. Are you really going to talk about stealing a million on a regular basis? Use your judgment
and learn a phrase that is meaningful and would be used regularly, like ‘to get away with being late’. Just think
of similar situations in your daily life and pick expressions that you would use!
Tip #4. Don’t translate phrasal verbs into your language when writing them into your pocket dictionary! Use
other English words to explain them!
If you learn new phrasal verbs through your native language, you won’t get out of the translation mode when
speaking English. It’s when you build a sentence in your native language in your head first, and then translate it
into English. This advice is actually relevant when learning any new English words, so once you’ve acquired the
basic English vocabulary, you’d better stop using your native language as reference.
You can always explain a new phrasal verb using very simple, basic English words and that way you’ll facilitate
thinking in English which is crucial for your English fluency.
For example, a phrasal verb you’re learning is ‘to keep up’. Write it into your dictionary as part of a phrase
‘keep up with me’ and explain it using simple English – ‘to stay at the same level as me when walking or doing
something.’
Tip #5. To choose which phrasal verbs to learn, you can simply start with a list of most commonly used ones.
You can also look out for phrasal verbs in textbooks or other English texts you read and you’ll also definitely
hear them in English songs, films and of course – newspapers. If you come across the same phrasal verb a
number of times, it’s a pretty good indicator that it’s often used and therefore worth memorizing.
Also – when choosing in what context to learn a particular phrasal verb, go for a phrase you’ve heard in real
life or read in newspaper. So for instance, if you hear someone saying: “Look who’s decided to turn up!”, you
can learn the phrasal verb ‘to turn up’ in exactly this context because this phrase is usually used as a friendly
joke when someone arrives later than expected.
Tip #6. Don’t start learning all phrasal verbs that are formed using a particular verb at once!
You’ll realize that every simple English verb can form plenty of phrasal verbs like ‘to get ahead’, ‘to get along’,
‘to get at’, ‘to get by’, ‘and to get down to’. If you try to learn them all one after another, you’ll definitely start
mixing them up!
Although it may seem as a pretty good idea to learn all related phrasal verbs together, in reality it doesn’t
work.
Instead go for phrasal verb selection based on what you hear in real life. And if you choose them from a list,
pick random ones that aren’t grouped together by the main verb!
If you follow these tips and learn at least a couple of dozen of the most commonly used English phrasal verbs,
you’ll definitely notice a significant increase of your spoken English fluency. That in turn will provide you with
additional motivation to add even more of these multi-word verbs to your active English vocabulary!
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