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Introduction

Suddenly, there was a loud noise and Jim flew into a wall.
“WHAT WAS THAT?" he shouted.
Jack sat in his chair and watched papers and bags' of food fly around
inside the command module.
“What happened?” Jim asked again, He looked at the other
astronauts, but they didn’t answer.
Then there was a second noise.
“Look!” said Fred. “The lights on the controls are going crazy! 1
never saw that before!"
Jack spoke into the radio. “Houston, we have a problem.”

It is Monday, April 13, 1970, and Apollo 13 is flying through
space. The three astronauts in the command module are going to
the Moon. Suddenly, something goes wrong. There is a loud
noise and the command module loses power. Oxygen is leaving
the ship. The astronauts can't live without oxygen or power. What
can they do? What can their controllers in Houston do? Will the
astronauts walk on the Moon? Will they get home again?

Jim Lovell and Jeffrey Kluger wrote a book about this trip, Lost
Moon. Then, William Broyles, Al Reinert, and John Sayles turned
the book into the great movie, Apollo 13, with Tom Hanks. This
Penguin Reader comes from Dina Anastasio’s story of the movie.
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Neil Armstrong was the first man on the Moon.



Chapter 1 July 20, 1969

The lunar module was on the Moon. Astronaut Neil Armstrong
came out of the door and looked up into black space. He looked
down at the gray rocks. The Moon waited. Slowly, he moved
down the stairs. When he got to the bottom, he stopped. Then,
he carefully put his foot down on the ground. He was the first
man on the Moon.

Three hundred and twenty thousand kilometers away on
Earth, people watched Neil Armstrong on television. They
laughed and shouted. A man was on the Moon!

Jim Lovell sat in front of his television with his wife and
children.

“I'm not the first man on the Moon,” Jim said to his son
Jeffrey. “But T will go there.”

Jeftrey was only five years old and he was excited. “Look at the
rocks, Dad!” he shouted. “Look at the moon rocks!™

“T see them, Jeffrey,” Jim answered.

Jeftrey’s sisters—Susan and Barbara—and his fifteen-year-old
brother Jay watched, too. They saw a second astronaut, Buzz
Aldrin, come out of the lunar module. He stopped at the top of
the stairs, then he too climbed down to the Moon.

Jeffrey looked at his father. “Are you really going to the
Moon?” he asked.

Jim smiled. “Yes, I am. But I went before, remember? [ was on
Apollo 8. We only went around the Moon on that trip—we didn’t
walk on it. But when | go on the Apollo 14 trip, Fred Haise and I
will walk on the Moon.”

“When will you go?” asked Jeffrey.

“Neil Armstrong is on Apollo 11, said Jim. “Pete Conrad will
go on the next trip. Alan Shepard will be on Apollo 13. After that,
I'll go with Apollo 14.”



“And will you bring me a moon rock?” Jeffrey asked.

Jim smiled. “T'll try.”

“Really?” asked Jeffrey.

Jim put his arm around his son. “Yes,” he answered. “T will
bring you a moon rock.”

Chapter 2 Thursday, April 2, 1970

Jim didn’t have to wait for Apollo 14—the plans for the Apollo trips
changed. Astronaut Alan Shepard had a problem with one of his
cars and he couldn’t go on Apollo 13. So Jim Lovell took his place.

“It’s my time now,” thought Jim.“T'm going to the Moon.”

Jim wasn’t the only astronaut on Apolle 13. The other men
were Fred Haise and Ken Mattingly. Ken was the command
module pilot and Fred was the lunar module pilot. They had
important jobs. The command module was the Apollo astronauts’
home for the long trip from Earth, and the small lunar module
took the astronauts down to the Moon.

It was now nine days before the trip. The three astronauts were
inside the command module simulator. They watched the
controls in front of them.

“OK. Ken.” said a controller at Mission Control. “You're the
command module pilot. Can you dock Odyssey to Aquarius?”

“Yes, sir,” answered Ken.

On the controls in front of him, there was an X and a picture
of the lunar module. Ken had to get the X over the picture. That
way, the lunar module and the command module could dock.
This was important. The lunar module was behind the command
module when Apollo 13 left Earth. In space, the astronauts had to
move it. They could only go from one module to the other
module when the two modules were nose to nose.

Fred watched the numbers on the controls.

“Houston, we're at thirty meters now,” he said into his radio.
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The picture of Aquarius slowly moved close to the X.

“You're looking good,” Mission Control said.

“We're at twenty meters, Houston,” said Fred.

The mission controllers were in another room. One of them
turned away from his radio.

“Let’s make things difficult for him.” he said to another man.

The other man smiled and pushed a control.

Suddenly, the lunar module on the controls moved quickly to
the right.

“We have a problem.” said Ken. He tried to move the picture
of Aquarius back to the X."I'm losing control.”

“It’s going to the right.” said Fred Haise. “We're moving away.”

Ken tried again.

“No, now it’s OK,” he said. “We're OK.”

Fred watched the numbers.

“Three meters,” he said.

There was a noise.

“Houston, we did it!”" Ken shouted.

“Good job!” said Mission Control.*You men are quick.”

But Ken wasn’t happy. “T want to do it again,” he said.

Jim looked at him.“Again?”

“It has to be right.” Ken answered. “T was slow. T don’t want
any problems in space.”

Jim smiled. Ken always worked hard in the simulator. Sometimes
Jim and Fred stayed and worked with him. But not tonight.

“I'm tred.” said Jim. “And I'm a better pilot when I'm not
tired. I'm going home to my family.”

L 4

Jim opened the door of his house and saw his wife, Marilyn.
“Teffrey’s waiting for you.” she said. “He went to bed. but he
has a lot of questions. | don’t think he’s asleep. Please go to him.”
Jim went to Jeffrey’s room. His son was on his bed. He always had
a lot of questions. He wanted to know everything about Jim’s job.
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Jim sat on Jeffrey’s bed.

“Tell me about the trip to the Moon, Dad,” said Jeffrey.

Jim smiled. *OK," he said. “What do you want to know?”

“How long will it take?”

“Only four days,” Jim answered. “First, a rocket will shoot us
away from Earth. Then. when we're in space, some of the rocket
engines will fall away from Apollo. We'll be close to the Moon
after three days and the Moon’s gravity will start to pull on us.
We'll go around the Moon. Mr. Haise and I will get into the
lunar module—we call it Aquarius. Aquarius will leave the
command module Odyssey and carry us down to the Moon.

“Do you remember when Neil Armstrong walked on the
Moon? Mr. Haise and 1 will walk on a new place, the Fra Mauro.
There are some small mountains there so we’ll have to be careful.
After we get some rocks, we'll take some photos. Then we'll get back
inside the lunar module and leave the Moon. Ken Mattingly will
wait for us in the command module. We'll dock the two modules,
and Mr. Haise and I will move back into the command module.
Then Mr. Haise. Ken Mattingly. and 1 will fly back to Earth”

Jetfrey looked unhappy. “Can any of the machines break,
Dad?” he asked.

Jim looked down at his son and smiled. “I don’t think that will
happen. Everything will be fine, and don’t you forget it.”

Jeffrey laughed. “1 won't. But don’t forget my moon rock.”

Chapter 3 Thursday, April 9

Jim talked to a controller about Apollo 13. Near them, people
worked on the Saturn rocket.

“They're getting it ready.” said the controller. “In two days that
rocket will take you into space.”



A doctor came to Jim and the controller.

“1 have to tell you something, Jim,” he said.

“What is 1t?” asked Jim.

“One of the controllers has the measles.”

“So?” said Jim. “The controllers aren’t going with us.”

“No,” said the doctor. “But maybe you and the other
astronauts will get it from him. Did you have the measles when
you were a boy?”

Jim thought about it.“T don’t remember,” he answered. “Wait.
Yes, I did!”

“Then you'll be OK.”

Jim smiled. “Good. Then there’s no problem.”

“There is a problem.” said the doctor. “Ken Mattingly didn’t
have the measles when he was voung. We did some tests on him.
We don’t know that he won't get sick in space.”

“But he’ our command module pilot,” said Jim. “He has to
go. Fred and T worked with him in the simulator.”

“T know.” said the doctor.“I'm sorry.”

Jim went to the mission controller’s office. His boss was at
his desk.

“The doctor says that Ken Mattingly can’t fly with us.” said
Jim.“What does this mean?”

“What does it mean? You know the answer to that question.
We have a big problem,” answered his boss.

“But he has to go!” said Jim. “There are only two days before
Apollo 13 leaves. We can’t go without Ken. ™

“Ken can’t go,” said his boss. “Jack Swigert will have to be the
command module pilot.”

Jim thought about Jack Swigert. He didn’t know Jack as well
as Ken.

“Jack Swigert is a good pilot.” said the mission controller. “He
can fly the command module, and he’s ready.”



“Yes, he'’s a good pilot.” said Jim. “But he’ll have to work in the
simulator before we go. And now there’s almost no time. Ken has
to go.”

“You can go with Jack Swigert. Jim, or you can stay here on
Earth. There’s no other way.”

“But there are only two days before we go!”

Jim was very unhappy about Ken, but he wanted to go to the
Moon.

“OK." he said."TLet’s get Jack ready.”

Chapter 4 Saturday, April 11
It was a beautiful warm Saturday in April at Cape Kennedy in

Florida. The three astronauts looked up at the command module
high on top of the 110-meter-high Saturn 5 rocket. After long

hard hours in the simulator, they were ready.

The command module was high on top of the
110-meter-high Saturn 5 rocket.
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After long hard hours in the simulator, they were ready.

“When I went on Apollo 8. thought Jim, “the Saturn 5 rocket
did its job. That was my third trip into space. Now I'm going to
do it again.”

He looked at the other astronauts. This was their first trip into
space. Were they afraid?

Jim thought about his first trip into space and smiled. “T was
afraid,” he remembered. “But [ tried not to show it.”

The three astronauts went up to the top of the rocket. Then,
they got into the command module Odyssey. After the months in
the simulator, they knew the command module well. Jim’s chair
was on the left. Jack’s chair was in the middle and Fred’s was on
the right. In front of them were the controls—more than five
hundred of them.

Outside the command module, a man closed the door. The
astronauts watched the controls and waited.

At the big Mission Control room in Houston, Texas, the
controllers were busy. They could see Apollo 13 on their televisions.
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“We're ready.” said a controller.

“Ready,” said a second man.

Their boss, Gene Kranz, listened. Then he spoke into his radio.

“Cape Kennedy, this is Houston. We're ready.”

The people at Mission Control in Houston were excited.
Only one man was quiet. Ken Mattingly stood away from the
controllers and waited.

“OK, Houston.” said a controller in Florida.“Apollo 13 will go
m one minute.”

The time was 13:12.

Around the world, people sat in front of their televisions and
waited. Inside the command module, the three astronauts waited
too. '

“Get ready, men!” Jim Lovell laughed. “It’s time!”

“Twelve, eleven, ten. nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three,
two, one.”

Suddenly, there was a loud noise. A long way below the
astronauts, fire shot down from the engines of the Saturn rocket.

Jim Lovell smiled. “We’re moving,” he said.

People on the ground at Cape Kennedy looked up. The rocket
was high in the Florida sky.

“Houston, they're going to the Moon,” said the controller at
Cape Kennedy.

“Thank you very much” Gene Kranz answered from
Houston. “Apollo 13 is ours now.”

*

Apollo 13 flew fast. Then the sound from the engines stopped.
Below the command module, some rocket engines fell away.
“Get ready for a kick,” said Jim.
Other rocket engines started and Apollo shot into space again.
“That was a big kick!" said Jack.
“Houston, the second engines started OK,” said Jim.
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