
Maha Sura Singhanat  
มหาสุรสิงหนาท

Monument of Maha Surasinghanat
at Wat Mahathat

Viceroy of Siam

Tenure 1782 – 3 November
1803

Appointed Phutthayotfa
Chulalok (Rama I)

Predecessor Creation for the new

dynasty, previously

Krom Khun Pornpinit

Successor Isarasundhorn (later

Rama II)

Born 1 November 1744 
Ayutthaya, Kingdom
of Ayutthaya

Died 3 November 1803
(aged 59) 
Bangkok, Kingdom
of Siam

Spouse Princess Sri Anocha
(born Princess Rojja of

Lampang)

Issue 43 sons and
daughters with
various consorts

House Chakri Dynasty

Maha Sura Singhanat
Somdet Phra Bawornrajchao Maha Sura Singhanat (Thai: สมเด็จพระบวรราช
เจามหาสุรสิงหนาท; RTGS: Somdet Phra Boworaratchao Mahasurasinghanat)
(1744–1803) was the younger brother of Phutthayotfa Chulalok, the first monarch of
the Chakri dynasty of Siam. As an Ayutthayan general, he fought alongside his
brother in various campaigns against Burmese invaders and the local warlords.
When his brother crowned himself as the king of Siam at Bangkok in 1781, he was
appointed the Front Palace or Maha Uparaj, the title of the heir. During the reign of
his brother, he was known for his important role in the campaigns against
Bodawpaya of Burma.
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Bunma was born in 1744 to Thongdee and Daoreung. His father Thongdee was the
Royal Secretary of Northern Siam and Keeper of Royal Seal. As a son of aristocrat,
he entered the palace and began his aristocratic life as a royal page. Thongdee was a
descendant of Kosa Pan, the leader of Siamese mission to France in the seventeenth
century. Bunma had four other siblings and two other half-siblings. Bunma himself
was the youngest born to Daoreung.

In 1767, Ayutthaya was about to fall. Bunma fled the city with a small carrack to
join the rest of his family at Amphawa, Samut Songkram. His brother the Luang
Yokbat of Ratchaburi suggested that he should join Taksin's forces at Chonburi.

After the fall of Ayutthaya, the city and peripheral areas were under the control of
the Burmese, while local Siamese nobles established their own states. In 1768,
Taksin recaptured Ayutthaya and repelled the Burmese. After the establishment of
Thonburi and coronation of Taksin, Bunma was appointed Phra Maha Montri
(Royal Police of the Right).

In the same year the two brothers joined the forces against Lord Pimai of Korat.
After the campaign he was raised to Phraya Anuchitraja Anuchitraja waged several
fightings to repel Burmese invasions. In 1770, after the defeat of Lord Fang,
Anuchitraja became Chao Phraya Surasi - the ruler of Pitsanulok and defender of
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Phra Prathom Borom

Maha Rajchanok)

Mother Daoreung (Yok)

northern frontiers. In 1771, Surasi joined Phraya Pichai in his legendary fighting that
broke his sword. Chao Phraya Surasi was known for his ruthlessness in wars that
the Burmese gave him the epithet Tiger Lord.[1] In 1774, Phraya Surasi and his
brother was assigned the mission of the capture of Lanna from the Burmese. With
the help of Prince Kawila of Lampang, the Siamese forces were able to take
Chiangmai. Surasi then took Kawila's sister, Sri Anocha, as his principal wife.

During 1771 - 1781, Surasi joined his brother in massive campaigns subjugating the Laotian kingdoms of Vientiane, Luang Prabang,
and Champasak, and Cambodia. In 1781, Taksin fell ill and a rebellion sprang out to depose the king. His brother the Somdet Chao
Phraya Maha Kshatriyaseuk returned to Bangkok to undo the rebellion. Maha Kshatriyaseuk then crowned himself as Phutthayotfa
Chulalok and moved the capital to the left bank of Chao Phraya river - modern Bangkok. Surasi, as Phutthayotfa Chulalok's right
hand, was appointed the Front Palace or heir to the throne.

Maha Sura Singhanat pioneered the construction of the Front Palace. In 1785, the Burmese king Bodawpaya launched the massive
invasions of Siam in the Nine Armies War. Maha Sura Singhanat led the Siamese forces to receive the Burmese attacks coming from
the west and south. He strategically defeated the superior Burmese armies and forced Bodawpaya to retreat. Next year in 1786,
Bodawpaya came again and encamped his armies at Ta Din Daeng. Maha Sura Singhanat then inflicted the fatal blow to the Burmese
and forced them to retreat for the second time.[2]

In 1802, the Burmese invaded Chiangmai. Phutthayotfa Chulalok sent his brother to relieve the siege on Chiangmai. However, Maha
Sura Singhanat fell ill on the course of journey but dispatched his troops to Chiangmai in substitution. Phutthayotfa Chulalok, upon
hearing about the illness of his brother, then sent his nephew Anurak Devesh the Rear Palace to get Chiangmai. But the Front Palace
forces took Chiangmai beforehand and complained Royal Palace forces' inefficiency.[3] This stirred the conflicts between
militarymen of the two palaces.

In 1803, Maha Sura Singhanat fell ill seriously. However, as recorded by Princess Kampushchat,
Maha Sura Singhanat's daughter with his Cambodian concubine, the Front Palace officials
blocked the Royal Palace forces from entering the Front Palace as Phutthayotfa Chulalok came to
take care of his brother.[4] Maha Sura Singhanat also expressed his will that the treasures of the
Front Palace should be inherited only by his own descendants. Maha Sura Singhanat finally died
in 1803.

1. http://www.bloggang.com/mainblog.php?id=rattanakosin225&month=19-09-
2007&group=1&gblog=34

2. http://www.search-thais.com/thaihis/warrama1.htm

3. http://topicstock.pantip.com/library/topicstock/K3952320/K3952320.html

4. http://topicstock.pantip.com/library/topicstock/K3952320/K3952320.html
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Phra Buddha Loetla
Nabhalai 

พระพุทธเลิศหลานภาลัย
King Rama II

King of Siam

Reign 7 September 1809 –
21 July 1824

Coronation 1809

Predecessor Phutthayotfa
Chulalok (Rama I)

Successor Nangklao (Rama III)

Viceroy Maha Senanurak

Viceroy of Siam

Tenure 1808 – 7 September
1809

Appointed Phutthayotfa
Chulalok (Rama I)

Predecessor Maha Sura
Singhanat

Successor Maha Senanurak

Born 24 February 1767 
Amphawa, Samut
Songkhram,
Ayutthaya Kingdom

Died 21 July 1824

Rama II of Siam
Phra Phutthaloetla Naphalai (Thai: พระพุทธเลิศหลานภาลัย; 24 February 1767
– 21 July 1824) or Rama II was the second monarch of Siam under the Chakri
dynasty, ruling from 1809 to 1824. In 1809, Itsarasunthon succeeded his father
Rama I, the founder of Chakri dynasty, as Loetlanaphalai the King of Siam. His
reign was largely peaceful, devoid of major conflicts. His reign was known as the
"Golden Age of Rattanakosin Literature" as Loetlanaphalai was patron to a number
of poets in his court and the King himself was a renowned poet and artist. The most
notable poet in his employ was the illustrious Sunthorn Phu, the author of Phra
Aphai Mani.
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Chim was born in 1767 during the Ayutthaya
Kingdom in Amphawa District, Samut Songkram.
Chim was a son of Luang Yokkrabat of Ratchaburi
and Nak of Samut Sakorn, as his father and mother
was then known. They would later become King
Rama I and Queen Amarindra, respectively.

In 1767, Ayutthaya fell to Konbaung Burmese
invaders. His father, Phraya Ratchaburi, joined
Taksin's forces to recapture the city. Under King
Taksin, Chim's father rose rapidly to high rank as a
military leader and was assigned with the
campaigns to subjugate Laos and Cambodia. In
1782, his father crowned himself King of Siam
(later named Rama I) and Chim himself was raised

to the title of Prince Itsarasunthon of Siam.
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(aged 57) 
Grand Palace, Phra
Nakhon, Bangkok,
Kingdom of Siam

Spouse Queen Sri
Suriyendra 
Princess Kunthon
Thipphayawadi 
Princess Sri Sulalai

Issue 73 sons and
daughters[1]

House Chakri Dynasty

Father Phutthayotfa
Chulalok (Rama I)

Mother Amarindra

Religion Buddhism

Loetlanaphalai, with his concubine Sri Sulalai, fathered Prince Tub (ทับ – later
Rama III) in 1787. Prince Itsarasunthon then had a secret affair with his own cousin,
Princess Bunrod. In 1801, Rama I then found out that Princess Bunrod had been
pregnant for four months and banished her out of the palace to live with her brother.
Itsarasunthon, however begged his father to forgive him and the princess was
reinstated and became his consort through the negotiation by concubine Khamwaen.
Unfortunately, the baby died just after its birth.

With Princess Bunrod, Loetlanaphalai also fathered Mongkut (1804) and Pinklao
(1808). Prince Itsarasunthon was appointed to the Front Palace as Lord of the Front
Palace or Uparaja in 1807 to succeed his uncle Maha Sura Singhanat who had died
in 1803, though he continued to stay at the Thonburi Palace.

As the eldest surviving legitimate son of Rama I, Prince Itsarasunthon succeeded to
throne when Buddha Yotfa Chulaloke died in 1809. No royal naming system was
established at the time Rama II was crowned. He was later named by his son
Nangklao as Loetlanaphalai and by the Rama convention, called Rama II. His
consort, Princess Bunrod, was raised to Queen Sri Suriyendra.

As soon as Loetlanaphalai ascended the throne, Prince Kshatranichit, the surviving son of Taksin, rebelled as pretender to the throne.
Loetlanaphalai's son, Prince Tub effectively crushed the rebellion, proving himself to be competent, thus gaining his father's favor.
Prince Tub was raised to Kromma Muen, given the Sanskrit-derived name Jessadabodindra, and made Minister of Foreign
Affairs.[2])

The Konbaung king Bodawpaya, seeing that Rama I was dead, marched an army into Chumphon and conquered Thalang (Phuket
City) in the same year. Loetlanaphalai sent his brother Maha Senanurak the Front Palace to recapture Thalang, which had been razed
to the ground. This "Thalang campaign" was the last invasion by the Burmese into Thai territory.

It was said that during Rama II's reign, if one could write a refined piece of poetry,
then one would be able to become a royal favorite, as Loetlanaphalai himself was a
poet. The reign was a cultural renaissance after the massive wars that plague the
First Reign; particularly in the fields of arts and literature. Poets employed by Rama
II included Sunthorn Phu the drunken writer (Phra Aphai Mani) and Narin Dhibet
(Nirat Narin). His sons, Jessadabodindra and Paramanuchitchinorot, were
encouraged to excel in poetry. Poramanuchit later became a Sangharaj (Buddhist
hierophant) and was well known for his religious works.

Rama II's reign saw the reconstruction of Thai culture and royal traditions. In 1811,
the grand royal funeral was held for King Rama I. In the same year, a cholera
epidemic broke out in Bangkok. Loetlanaphalai ordered Apat Pinat or sickness-
repelling ceremonies to be performed. He also established the education and the examination system of Buddhism by dividing it into
nine levels. In 1817, the Vesak festival was restored.
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View of the city of Bangkok in 1822.
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 
(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

In 1810, the first Rattanakosin-to-China mission was sent to the Jiaqing Emperor.

Since the Siamese revolution of 1688, Western presence had been reduced to a small
scale as the Thai Kings ceased to encourage foreign influence. This, coupled with
the Napoleonic Wars, meant there was little contact between Thailand and
foreigners.

However, the wars caused many subsequent changes, which were observed in
Southeast Asia. The British interest in Malaya increased as their trade with China
increased. The Sultan of Kedah, a Siamese vassal, gave Penang off to the British
without consulting Siam in 1786, followed by the British acquisition of Seberang
Perai. Soon the British replaced the Dutch as the dominating naval power south of
Siam.

The mission of the Portuguese governor of Macau in 1818 was the first formal
Western contact in Siam since the Ayutthaya times. The British founded Singapore
in 1819 and Jaslis, a missionary from Yangon, introduced the printing press in the
same year. The Portuguese established the first western consulate in 1820. The first
renewed formal British visit was made by John Crawfurd in 1822.

In July 1824, he died "very suddenly". It was said caused by strangury, but not
without strong suspicions of his being poisoned.[3] According to the succession rule
then theoretically in force,[4] the throne would go to the son of Queen Sri
Suriyendra, Prince Mongkut; however, his elder half-brother Jessadabodindra
succeeded the same day. Though only the son of a concubine, he had served their
father in putting down a revolt and then as Kromma Tha (Ministry of Trade and Foreign Relations.) The elder brother's experience
counted for more than the theoretical claim of the much younger and inexperienced brother, who nevertheless did much later succeed
his elder brother, who sired many son but raised none of their mothers to the rank of queen, thus technically none of his sons had
claim to the throne over their half-uncle whose mother was a Rama II's principal consort.

1767–1782: Nai Chim
1782–1808: Somdet Phra Chao Lukya Thoe Chaofa Kromma Luang Itsarasunthon
1808–1809: Krom Phraratchawang Bowon Maha Itsarasunthon (Krom Phrarajawang Bovorn Sathan Mongkol)
1809: Somdet Phra Chao Yu Hua Krom Phraratchawang Bowon Maha Itsarasunthon (Temporary Royal Name
before coronation)
1809–1824: Phrabat Somdet Phra Borommarajadhiraj Ramadhibodi
Posthumously renamed by King Mongkut as: Phra Bat Somdet Phra Borommarajabongjet Mahesvarasundorn Phra
Buddha Loetla Nabhalai
Posthumously renamed by King Vajiravudh as: Phra Bat Somdet Phra Ramadhibodi Srisindra Maha Issarasundorn
Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai

1. A History of Thailand (2009), page 31 (https://books.google.com/books?id=TEdueeBj1H0C&pg=PA31&lpg=PA31&dq
=Nangklao+children)

2. Norman G. Owen (2005). The Emergence Of Modern Southeast Asia (https://books.google.com/books?id=_R5IwRJ
BhkEC). National University of Singapore Press. p. 95. ISBN 9971-69-328-3.
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Nangklao 
พระบาทสมเด็จพระนั่งเกลาเจาอยู

หัว
King Rama III

King of Siam

Reign 21 July 1824 – 2
April 1851

Coronation 21 July 1824

Predecessor Buddha Loetla
Nabhalai (Rama II)

Successor Mongkut (Rama IV)

Vice King Maha Sakdi Polsep

Born 31 March 1788 
Grand Palace, Phra
Nakhon, Bangkok,
Kingdom of Siam

Died 2 April 1851
(aged 63) 
Grand Palace, Phra
Nakhon, Bangkok,
Kingdom of Siam

Issue 51 sons and
daughters with
various consorts

House Chakri Dynasty

Rama III
Nangklao (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระน่ังเกลาเจาอยูหัว) or Rama III (31 March
1788 – 2 April 1851) was the third monarch of Siam under the House of Chakri,
ruling from 21 July 1824 to 2 April 1851. He succeeded his father, Rama II, as the
King of Siam. His succession was unusual according to the traditions[1] because
Nangklao was a son of a concubine rather than a queen. His accession was perceived
by foreign observers as having usurped the prior claim of Prince Mongkut, who was
a legitimate son of Rama II born to a queen, Srisuriyendra. Under the old concept of
Thai monarchy, however, a proper king must emulate Maha Sammata in that he must
be "elected by the people."[2] Ironically, Prince Mongkut may have later contributed
to this misconception, when he feared that his own accession might be perceived by
foreign observers as a usurpation.[3]

During Nangklao's reign, the military hegemony of Siam was established by putting
down the Laotian Rebellion (1826–1829, in what would come to be called Isan), the
Siamese–Vietnamese War (1831–34), and the Siamese-Vietnamese War fought in
Cambodia (1841–45).
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King Nangklao was born as Prince Thap (Thai: ทับ[4]) in 1788 to Prince
Isarasundhorn and one of his royal wives Chao Chom Manda Riam, who came from
a Muslim noble family from the South. Following Isarasundhorn's coronation
(posthumously known as Phutthaloetla Naphalai, or Rama II) in 1809, Prince
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Father Buddha Loetla
Nabhalai (Rama II)

Mother Sri Sulalai

Religion Buddhism

Kshatriyanuchit, the surviving son of Taksin, revolted as pretender to the throne.
Prince Thap was assigned to suppress the rebellion, successfully. Praised by his
father for his competence, Prince Thap was given the Sanskrit-derived title
Chesadabodin, raised to the bureaucratic rank of Kromma Muen, and served his
father as Kromma Tha (minister of trade and foreign affairs.) As Kromma Tha, he
developed proficiency in foreign trade, and grew an affection for Chinese goods and
culture. Temples he later had constructed were characterized by Chinese influence. After a private audience in 1822, Crawfurd wrote
of the Prince Krom-chiat that, "he seemed certainly to maintain the character assigned to him in public estimation, of being the most
intelligent of all the princes and chiefs of the Siamese Court." The Portuguese Consul stated that the Prince had offered him a large
sum of money, if he would translate from the French into the Portuguese language a history of the wars of Napoleon, for the purpose
of being rendered into Siamese through the Christian interpreters.[5]

As the Prince was administrating trade affairs, his half-brother Prince Mongkut pursued the way of religion, becoming a monk in
1824. In that year, Phutthaloetla Naphalai died suddenly without having named a successor to vice king Maha Senanurak, who had
died July 16, 1817. According to the traditions of royal succession, the vice king or uparaja was heir presumptive. If there were none,
then an ad hoc senabodi consisting of senior officials present at the death of a king, would elect a successor.[6] Foreign observers
accustomed to the concept of an heir apparent expected Prince Mongkut, as the a son of the queen, to succeed the throne. However,
the assembled Senabodi considered Prince Chetsadabodin a more competent choice as he had served the king in Kromma Tha for
years. Support came strongly from high-ranking nobility, including Chao Phraya Abhay Pudhorn, the Samuha Nayok, and Dis
Bunnag then Minister of Kromma Tha, and other Bunnag family members.

Chetsadabodin accepted the throne and was crowned in 1824. He raised his mother, Riam, to Princess Mother Sri Suralai. He
appointed his uncle Sakdiphonlasep as vice king on July 21, 1824 – who predeceased the king May 1, 1832, leading to yet another
succession crisis. He did not name his reign, but was posthumously awarded the name Nangklao by Mongkut, who had in the interim
remained in ecclesiastic status to avoid the intrigues of royal politics.[7]

Since the establishment of Bangkok as a kingdom, none of the monarchs of Siam had been named properly according to the royal
tradition. The Siamese called Nangklao's grandfather the "First Reign", his father the "Middle Reign", and Nangklao himself the
"Late Reign". The term "Late Reign" was considered inauspicious, therefore a new method of naming was created.

Nangklao had sculpted two Buddha statues for his father and grandfather. He then named them after their respective Buddha statues.
His grandfather was given the name "Phutthayotfa Chulalok" after his Buddha statue, and his father "Phutthaloetla Naphalai". Yet he
left his own reign unnamed until his brother Mongkut named him as "Nangklao" and created a more systematic royal nomenclature.

The reign of Nangklao (as he was posthumously known) saw the renewal of Western contacts. In 1822, British East India Company
agent John Crawfurd's mission to Siam[5] laid the groundwork for a British request for Siamese support in the First Anglo-Burmese
War, which broke out in 1824. Nangklao provided fleets and elephants to rush through Burmese forests. He also sent Siamese armies
to participate in the invasion of Burma since the British promised Siam the conquered lands. Phraya Chumporn ordered a forced
migration out of Mergui (a common practice in Southeast Asia regarding the newly-conquered lands), which had been conquered by
the British. The British were frustrated at Phraya Chumporn's actions, and hostilities were heightened. Nangklao ordered the Siamese
armies to leave to avoid further conflict.

In 1825, Henry Burney arrived to negotiate peace agreements. The Burney Treaty was the first treaty with the West in the
Rattanakosin period. Its purpose was to established free trade in Siam and to greatly reduce taxation on foreign trading ships. That it
accomplished the objectives is disputed.[8]
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 
(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

In 1833, US President Andrew Jackson's "special agent" and envoy Edmund
Roberts, referring often to Crawfurd's account,[9]:pp198ffconcluded the Siamese–
American Treaty of Amity and Commerce, signed at the Royal City of Sia-Yut'hia
(Bangkok) on 20 March, the last of the fourth month of the year 1194 Chula Sakarat.
This treaty, with later modifications, is still in force.[10][11] Dan Beach Bradley, an
American physician and prominent Western personality of the time, introduced
printing and vaccination.

The three Laotian kingdoms (Lan Xang in Vientiane, Luang Prabang, and
Champasak) became Siamese tributary states after Chao Phraya Maha Kshatriyaseuk
(King Rama I, Nangklao's grandfather) had conquered them in 1778. Anouvong, the
son of the king of Vientiene, was taken to Bangkok as a captive. He spent his time in
Siam for nearly thirty years and joined the Siamese forces in wars with Burma. In
1805, Anouvong returned to Vientiane to be crowned as the king.

In 1824, Phutthaloetla Naphalai died and, in the next year, Siam was dragged into
conflicts with the British Empire.[12] Anouvong saw this as an opportunity to expose
his power. In 1825, returning from the funeral of Phutthaloetla Naphalai in Bangkok,
Anouvong rallied a huge troops. After defeating major Bangkok's vassal
principalities along the route, Anouvong captured Korat, the main defensive
stronghold of Siam in the northeast. He forced the city to be evacuated while
heading down to Saraburi, approaching the capital Bangkok. However, the Korat
captives rebelled—said to have been at the instigation of Lady Mo, wife of a ruling
noble of Korat—although this claim is countered by many historians who say Mo
had no heroic role in the events at Tung Samrit, though a contemporary account did
mention her action. As Bangkok began to move its counterstriking troops,
Anouvong then decided to return to Vientiane after subsequently being defeated by
Thai forces. When he was later captured at Lao–Vietnam border, Rama III had him
tortured and publicly humiliated until he died.

Nangklao sent his uncle Maha Sakdi Polsep the Front Palace and Sing Singhaseni (at
the time styled Phraya Ratchasuphawadi) to defeat the armies of Anouvong in Isan.
Anouvong was defeated and fled to Vietnam. The Siamese captured Vientiane and
ordered the evacuation of the city.

In 1827, Nangklao ordered the total destruction of Vientiane. Anouvong returned to
Laos with Vietnamese forces. Ratchasuphawadi led the Siamese to fight and the
engagements occurred at Nongkai. Anouvong was defeated again and, after an
attempt to flee, was captured. Vientiane was razed to the ground, extinguishing her 200-year prosperity, and ceased to be a kingdom.
Anouvong was imprisoned in an iron cage in front of the Suthaisawan Hall and died in 1829.[13]

In 1810, the internal conflicts between the Cambodian princes forced Ang Im and Ang Duong to flee to Bangkok. Otteyraja of
Cambodia turned to Gia Long of Vietnam for support against the opposing princes. However, this was perceived by Siam as
treacherous as the two countries had fought for centuries over the domination of Cambodia.

Wat Yannawa was patronised by
King Rama III, he ordered the temple
enlarged and constructed many new
structures within.

Insurgency of Anouvong

Vietnam and Cambodia
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In 1833, the Lê Văn Khôi revolt against Minh Mạng broke out in Vietnam. Lê Văn Khôi, the rebel leader, sought Siamese helping
hands. The possible war between the two countries had been commenced since Vietnamese influences in Cambodia increased.
Nangklao intended to take this opportunity to install a pro-Siamese monarch on the Cambodian throne.

Phraya Ratchasuphawadi, who had been promoted to Chao Phraya Bodindecha, was assigned the mission of the capture of Saigon,
with Dis Bunnag the Minister of Kromma Tha commanded the fleet—to be joined at Saigon. The two Cambodian princes, Ang Im
and Ang Duong, also joined the expedition. Bodindecha took Udongk and the fleet took Bantey Mas. The fleet proceeded to Saigon
but was repelled.

Bodindecha then took Phnom Penh and again invaded Vietnam by land in 1842. In 1845, the Vietnamese recapture Phnom Penh but
Bodindecha was able to defend Udongk. In 1847, due to Emperor Thiệu Trị's policies on Christian missionaries, French forces
invaded Vietnam. So the war front with Siam was negotiated. Ang Duong was installed as the Cambodian monarch with equal
influences from both Siam and Vietnam, thus ending the war.

In 1837, Krom Somdet Phra Sri Suralai, mother of Nangklao, died. All officials throughout the kingdom went to Bangkok to attend
the funeral. At Syburi (Kedah of Malaysia now), without the presence of Siamese governors, a nephew of the Sultan of Kedah then
staged a revolt. Nangklao then sent Tat Bunnag down south to subjugate the rebellion quickly in 1838. Tat then suggested an
autonomous government for Kedah Sultanate. In 1839, Kedah was divided into four autonomous parts.

Nangklao was famous for his Buddhist faith. He fed the poor each day after becoming prince, and released animals every monastery
day. More than 50 temples were built and repaired in his reign, including the first Chinese style temple at Rajorasa, the highest stupa
at Wat Arun, the Golden Mountain at Wat Sraket, the metal temple at Wat Ratchanadda, and Chetupol Temple or Wat Pho. Wat Pho is
the site of the first university in Thailand.

Nangklao died on 2 April 1851 without having named a successor. He had 51 children
including sons,[14] but raised none of his consorts to queen. The throne passed to his
half-brother, Prince Mongkut.

Nangklao stated on his deathbed that "Our wars with Burma and Vietnam were over,
only the threats of the Westerners was left to us. We should study their innovations for
our own benefits but not to the degree of obsession or worship." This vision coincided
with intense Western intervention in Siam in the reign of Mongkut. He was able to
predict but not see neighboring kingdoms of Burma and Vietnam, fell to European
colonial rule. His deathbed statement shows that he had foreseen the Western threats and
also expresses his sympathy towards the Europeans contrasted to most Asian rulers of
his time.

During his reign, trade between Siam and China became prosperous. The King kept his
profits in red purses beside his bed, subsequently this money was known as "Red Purse
Money". Nangklao stipulated that the Red Purse Money which he had earned through
his personal business acumen should be set aside as the State's emergency fund for the
future "so that Siam would be able to buy the land back" if it might enter into a squabble
with a foreign power. In the reign of his nephew Chulalongkorn, Siam indeed had to pay
reparation to France for the 1893 Paknam incident (part of Franco–Siamese War), and part of the money did come from Nangklao's
Red Purse Money.

Revolt of Kedah

Religious devotion

Death and legacy

Rama III statue a Wat
Ratchanatdaram, Bangkok
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Thai baht 15th Series banknotes issued to draw attention to deeds of Chakri Dynasty monarchs in agriculture, science, religion and
finance, depicted King Rama III on the reverse of the 500-Baht banknote issued 3 August 2001, with a partial quotation of his
deathbed statement below a Chinese sailing ship.[15]

During the reign of Rama III (1824–1851), there were an estimated 46,000 war slaves. Slaves from independent hill populations were
"hunted incessantly and carried off as slaves by the Siamese, the Anamites, and the Cambodians" (Colquhoun 1885:53). Slavery was
not abolished in Siam until 1905.

Statue of Rama III located in the front of the Wat Ratchanatdaram.[16]

1788–1808: His Serene Highness Prince Thap (หมอมเจาทับ)

1808–1813: His Highness Prince Thap (พระองคเจาทับ)

1813–1824: His Royal Highness Prince Thap, the Prince Chetsadabodin (สมเด็จพระเจาลูกเธอ กรมหมื่นเจษฎา
บดินทร)

1824–1851: His Majesty King Borommarachathirat Ramathibodi (พระบาทสมเด็จพระบรมราชาธิราชรามาธิบดี)
Posthumously renamed by King Mongkut : Phrabat Somdet Phra Paramathiworaset Maha Chetsadabodin Phra
Nangklao Chao Yu Hua (พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรมาธิวรเสรฐ มหาเจษฎาบดินทรฯ พระน่ังเกลาเจาอยูหัว)
Posthumously renamed by King Vajiravudh as: Phra Bat Somdet Phra Ramadhibodi Srisindra Maha Chetsadabodin
Phra Nangklao Chao Yu Hua (พระบาทสมเด็จพระรามาธิบดีศรีสินทรมหาเจษฎาบดินทร พระน่ังเกลาเจาอยูหัว)

Ancestors of Rama III

   

   

   

   

     

 16. Lord Rajanikul (Thongkham)
 

     

 8. Thongdi, the Prince Father
 

 

   

     

 17.
 

     

 4. Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke, Rama I
 

 

   

   

     

 18.
 

     

 9. Daoreung, the consort of Prince Father
 

 

   

     

 19.
 

     

 

2. Phutthaloetla Naphalai,
Rama II  

 

   

   

   

     

 20. Bhorn Na Bangxang
 

 
    

 10. Thong Na Bangxang
 

 

   

     

 21. Chee Na Bangxang
 

     

 5. Amarindra
 

 

   

   

     

 22.
 

     

 

11. Rupsirisobhak, the Princess Mother of
Amarindra  

 

   

     

 23. Thee Na Bangxang
 

In memoriam

Statue of Rama III
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      1. Nangklao,
Rama III

 

 

   

   

   

   

     

 24.
 

     

 12. People from Bang Chueknang, Thonburi
 

 

   

     

 25.
 

     

 

6. Lord Nanthaburi Sri Maha-uthayan
(Bunchan)  

 

   

   

     

 26.
 

     

 13.
 

 

   

     

 27.
 

     

 3. Riam
 

 

   

   

   

     

 28. Lord Chakri (Mud)
 

     

 14. Lord Rajavangsan (V ang)
 

 

   

     

 29.
 

     

 7. Pheng
 

 

   

   

     

 30. People from W atnang, Thonburi
 

     

 15. Chu
 

 

   

     

 31.
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Mongkut 
พระบาทสมเด็จพระจอมเกลาเจาอยู

หัว
King Rama IV

King of Siam

Reign 2 April 1851 – 1
October 1868

Coronation 15 May 1851

Predecessor Nangklao (Rama III)

Successor Chulalongkorn (Rama

V)

Vice King Pinklao

Born 18 October 1804 
Thonburi Palace,
Bangkok Yai,
Bangkok, Kingdom
of Siam

Died 1 October 1868
(aged 63) 
Grand Palace, Phra
Nakhon, Bangkok,
Kingdom of Siam

Spouse Queen Somanass
Waddhanawathy
(1851) 
Queen Debsirindra

Mongkut
Phra Bat Somdet Phra Poramenthra Maha Mongkut Phra Chom Klao Chao
Yu Hua (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรเมนทรมหามงกุฎ พระจอมเกลาเจาอยูหัว),
or Rama IV, known in English-speaking countries as King Mongkut (18 October
1804 – 1 October 1868), was the fourth monarch of Siam (Thailand) under the
House of Chakri, ruling from 1851 to 1868.

Outside Thailand, he is best known as the King in the 1951 musical and 1956 film
The King and I, based on the 1946 film Anna and the King of Siam – in turn based
on a 1944 novel by an American missionary about Anna Leonowens' years at his
court, from 1862 to 1867.[1][2][3][4][5]

During his reign, the pressure of Western expansionism was felt for the first time in
Siam. Mongkut embraced Western innovations and initiated the modernization of his
country, both in technology and culture—earning him the nickname "The Father of
Science and Technology" in Siam.

Mongkut was also known for his appointing his brother, Prince Chutamani, as
Second King, crowned in 1851 as King Pinklao. Mongkut himself assured the
country that Pinklao should be respected with equal honor to himself (as King
Naresuan had done with his brother Ekathotsarot in 1583). Mongkut's reign was also
the time when the power of the House of Bunnag reached its zenith and became the
most powerful noble family of Siam.
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(1851–1861) 
Princess Pannarai
(1861–1868)

Issue 
Detail

82 sons and
daughters

House Chakri Dynasty

Father Buddha Loetla
Nabhalai (Rama II)

Mother Srisuriyendra

Religion Buddhism

Signature
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Mongkut (มงกุฎ crown[6]) was the second son of Prince Isarasundhorn, son of
Phutthayotfa Chulalok, the first Chakri king of Siam (King Rama I) and Princess
Bunreod. Mongkut was born in the Old (Thonburi) Palace in 1804, where the first
son had died shortly after birth in 1801. He was followed by Prince Chutamani (เจา
ฟาจุฑามณี) in 1808. In 1809, Prince Isarasundhorn was crowned as Buddha Loetla
Nabhalai (later styled King Rama II.) The royal family then moved to the Grand
Palace. Thenceforth until their own accessions as kings, the brothers (เจาฟา chaofa)
were called Chao Fa Yai (เจาฟาใหญ) and Chao Fa Noi (เจาฟานอย).[7]:p. 151

In 1824, Mongkut became a Buddhist monk (ordination name Vajirayan; Pali Vajirañāṇo),
following a Siamese tradition that men aged 20 should become monks for a time. The same
year, his father died. By tradition, Mongkut should have been crowned the next king, but the
nobility instead chose the influential Prince Jessadabodindra (Nangklao), son of a royal
concubine rather than a queen. Perceiving the throne was irredeemable and to avoid political
intrigues, Mongkut retained his monastic status.

Vajirayan became one of the members of the royal family who devoted his life to religion. He
travelled around the country as a monk and saw the relaxation of the rules of Pali Canon
among the Siamese monks he met, which he considered inappropriate. In 1829, at
Phetchaburi, he met a monk named Buddhawangso, who strictly followed the canon.
Vajirayan admired Buddhawangso for his obedience to the canon, and was inspired to pursue
religious reforms.

In 1833 he began a reform movement reinforcing the canon law that evolved into the
Dhammayuttika Nikaya, or Thammayut sect. A strong theme in Mongkut's movement was
that, "…true Buddhism was supposed to refrain from worldly matters and confine itself to
spiritual and moral affairs."[8] Mongkut eventually came to power in 1851, as did his
colleagues who had the same progressive mission. From that point on, Siam more quickly embraced modernization.[9] Vajirayan
initiated two major revolutionary changes. Firstly, he fought for the people to embrace modern geography, among other sciences
considered "Western." Secondly he sought reform in Buddhism and, as a result, a new sect was created in Siamese Theravada
Buddhism. Both revolutions challenged the purity and validity of the Buddhist order as it was practiced in Siam at the time.[8]

In 1836, Vajirayan arrived at Wat Bowonniwet in what is now Bangkok's central district, but was then the city proper, and became the
wat's first abbot (เจาอาวาส). During this time, he discovered Western knowledge, studying Latin, English, and astronomy with
missionaries and sailors. Vicar Pallegoix of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bangkok lived nearby; the two became close friends,
and Vajirayan invited Pallegoix to preach Christian sermons in the wat. Vajirayan admired Christian morals and achievements as
presented by the vicar, but could make nothing of Christian doctrine. It was then he made the comment later attributed to him as king:
"What you teach people to do is admirable, but what you teach them to believe is foolish."[10]

King Mongkut would later be noted for his excellent command of English, although it is said that his younger brother, Vice-King
Pinklao, could speak it even better. Mongkut's first son and heir, Chulalongkorn, granted the Thammayut sect royal recognition in
1902 through the Ecclesiastical Polity Act; it became one of the two major Buddhist denominations in modern Thailand.
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Chulalongkorn also persuaded his father's 47th child, Vajirañana, to enter the
order, and he rose to become the 10th Supreme Patriarch of Thailand from
1910 to 1921.

Accounts vary about Nangklao's
intentions regarding the succession. It
is recorded that Nangklao verbally
dismissed the royal princes from
succession for various reasons; Prince

Mongkut was dismissed for encouraging monks to dress in the Mon style.

Some said that, however, Nangklao wished his throne to be passed to his son, Prince Annop,
and that he gave his bracelet which had been passed down from Phutthayotfa Chulalok to the
prince. However, Dis Bunnak switched the bracelet for a forged one, thus preventing Annop
from inheriting the throne.

Prince Mongkut was indeed supported by a pro-British, Dis Bunnak, the Samuha Kalahom, or
Armed Force Department's president, the most powerful noble during the reign of Rama III.
Also some British merchants who were fearful of the anti-West feeling growing during the
previous reign, seeing the 'prince monk', Mongkut, who the 'champion' of European civilization among the royal elite, as their new
hope.

Bunnak, with the supporting promise of British agents, sent his men to the leaving-from-monk-status ceremony for Prince Mongkut
even before Nangklao's death. With the support of powerful nobility and the Great Power, Britain, Mongkut's ascension to the throne
was ensured.

After his twenty-seven years of monastic life, King Mongkut voluntarily defrocked and ascended the throne in 1851, aged 47. He
took the name Phra Chom Klao, although foreigners continued to call him King Mongkut. The king was well known among the
foreigners, particularly some British officers, as pro-British. Sir James Brooke, a British delegation, even praised him 'our own king',
and showed his support of him as a new king of Siam.[11] Having been celibate for 27 years, he now set about building the biggest
Royal Family of the Chakri Dynasty. In the "Inside" of the Palace there was a veritable city of women—reports say three thousand or
more. They were mostly servants, 'Amazons' for guards, officials, maids and so on, but Mongkut acquired 32 wives, and by the time
he died, aged 64, he had 82 children.[10]

His awareness of the threat from the British and French imperial powers, led him to
institute many innovative activities. He ordered the nobility to wear shirts while
attending his court; this was to show that Siam was no longer barbaric from the
Western point of view.[12]

However, Mongkut's own astrological calculations pointed out that his brother,
Prince Isaret, was as well favoured as himself to be the monarch. So, Mongkut then
crowned his brother as King Pinklao, the second king. As a prince, Pinklao was
known for his abilities in foreign languages and relations. Mongkut also raised his
supporter Dis Bunnak to Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Prayurawongse
(Somdet Chao Phraya was the highest rank of nobility on a par with royalty) and
made him his regent kingdom-wide. Mongkut also appointed Dis Bunnak's brother,
Tat, as Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Pichaiyat, as his regent in Bangkok. As

the result, the administrative power of Siam rested largely in the hands of the two Bunnaks, Dis and Tat.

View of Bangkok during Mongkut's
lifetime, Grand Palace shown.

Reign as king

King Mongkut wearing the
royal regalia 1851.

Arrival of King Mongkut at Wat Pho,
1865 – 1866.
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Upon his coronation, Mongkut married his first wife, Queen Somanat. However, Queen Somanat died in the same year. He then
married his half-grandniece, Mom Chao Rampoei Siriwongse, later Queen Debsirindra.

In 1849, there were upheavals in the Shan State of Kengtung and Chiang Hung kingdom in response to weakened Burmese influence.
However, the two states then fought each other and Chiang Hung sought Siamese support. Nangklao saw this as an opportunity to
gain control over Shan states but he died in 1851 before this plan was realized. In 1852, Chiang Hung submitted the request again.
Mongkut sent Siamese troops northwards but the armies were turned aside by the mountainous highlands. In 1855 the Siamese
marched again and reached Kengtung – though with even greater difficulty. They laid siege on Kengtung for 21 days.[13] However,
the resources of the Siamese army ran out and the army had to retreat.

Accompanying the influx of Western visitors to Siam was the notion of a round earth. By
many Siamese, this was difficult to accept, particularly by religious standards, because
Buddhist scripture described the earth as being flat.[14] The Traiphum, which was a geo-
astrological map created before the arrival of Westerners, described "…a path between two
mountain ranges through which the stars, planets, moon and sun pass." [14] Religious scholars
usually concluded that Buddhist scriptures "…were meant to be taken literally only when it
came to matters of spiritual truth; details of natural science are revealed figuratively and
allegorically."[14] Mongkut claimed to have abandoned the Traiphum cosmology before
1836.[15] He claimed that he already knew of the round state of earth 15 years before the
arrival of American missionaries, but the debate about Earth's shape remained an issue for
Siamese intellectuals throughout the 1800s.[16]

During his reign, Mongkut urged his royal relatives to have "a European-style education."[16] The missionaries, as teachers, taught
modern geography and astronomy, among other subjects.[16] Six years after Mongkut's death, the first Thai-language geography book
was published in 1874, called Phumanithet by J.W. Van Dyke.[17] However, geography was only taught in select schools, mainly
those that were run by American missionaries with English programs for upper secondary students.[18] Thongchai Winichakul argues
that Mongkut's efforts to popularize Western geography helped bring reform to education in Siam.

1852 saw an influx of English and American missionaries into Siam as Mongkut hired them to teach the English language to the
princes. He also hired Western mercenaries to train Siamese troops in Western style. In Bangkok, American Dan Beach Bradley had
already reformed the printing and then resumed the publishing of Siam's first newspaper, the Bangkok Recorder. However, the
missionaries were not as successful when it came to making religious conversions.

However, Mongkut did not abandon the traditional culture of Siam. In 1852, he ordered the nobles of the court to wear upper
garments. Previously, Siamese nobles were forbidden to wear any shirts to prevent them from hiding any weapons in it and met the
king bare-chested. The practice was criticized by Westerners and so Mongkut ended it.

For Buddhism, Mongkut pioneered the rehabilitation of various temples. He also began the Magha Puja (มาฆบูชา) festival in the
full moon of the third lunar month, to celebrate Buddha's announcement of his main principles. He instigated the Recompilation of
Tripitaka in Siam according to Theravada traditions. He also formally established the Thammayut sect as a rightful branch of

Shan campaigns

Cultural reforms

King Mongkut in western
dress at the Grand Palace,
as photographed by John
Thomson.

Introduction of Western geography

Education reforms

Social changes
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Theravada.

Mongkut also improved women's rights in Siam. He released a large number of royal
concubines to find their own husbands, in contrast to how his story has been dramatized. He
banned forced marriages of all kinds and the selling of one's wife to pay off a debt.

In contrast to the previous king, Nangklao, Mongkut didn't see the importance of sending
envoys to the Qing dynasty court, as the mission symbolised Siam's subjection to the Qing
emperors and because the Qing dynasty was then not so powerful as it had once been, as it
was itself threatened by Western powers.

In 1854, John Bowring, the Governor of Hong Kong in
the name of Queen Victoria, came to Siam to negotiate
a treaty. For the first time Siam had to deal seriously
with international laws. Prayurawongse negotiated on
the behalf of the Siamese. The result was the Bowring
Treaty, which was regarded as an unequal treaty

imposed by the British Empire on Siam.[10] The main principle of the treaty was to abolish the
Royal Storage (พระคลังสินคา), which since Ayutthaya's times held the monopoly on foreign
trade. The Royal Storage had been the source of Ayutthaya's prosperity as it collected
immense taxation on foreign traders, including the taxation according to the width of the
galleon and the tithe. Western products had to go through a series of tax barriers to reach
Siamese people.

The Europeans had been attempting to undo this monopoly for a long time but no serious
measures had been taken. For Siamese people, trading with foreigners subjected them to
severe punishment. The taxation was partially reduced in the Burney Treaty. However, in the
world of liberalism of the nineteenth century, such unequal and government-interfered trade
was disappearing.

The abolition of such trade barriers replaced Siamese commerce with free trade. Import
taxation was reduced to 3% and could only be collected once. This, of course, was a blow on
the national revenue. However, this led to dramatic growth of commercial sectors as common
people gained access to foreign trade. People rushed to acquire vast, previously empty fields
to grow rice and the competition eventually resulted in the lands ending up in the hands of nobility.

The Bowring Treaty also had a legal impact. Due to the horror of the Nakorn Bala methods of torture in judicial proceedings, the
British chose not to be tried under the Siamese system, securing a grant of extraterritoriality; British subjects in Siam were therefore
subject only to British law, while the Siamese in Britain enjoyed no reciprocal privilege.

In 1856, with the skilled assistance of the French diplomat Albert-Édouard Levieux de Caligny to the court of King Mongkut and the
envoy of Charles de Montigny, more treaties were then made with other powers, further undermining national revenue and legal
rights. The Bowring treaty proved to be the economic and social revolution of Siam. Mongkut's reign saw immense commercial
activities in Siam for the first time, which led to the introduction of coinage in 1860. The first industries in Siam were rice milling
and sugar production. Infrastructure was improved; there was a great deal of paving of roads and canal digging – for transport and
water reservoirs for plantations.

Chuang Bunnag served as
King Mongkut's chief
minister for all of his reign,
and later served as regent
for his son Chulalongkorn.

The Bowring Treaty

The Thai language version
of the 'Treaty of Friendship
and Commerce between the
Kingdom of Siam and the
British Empire' dated April
18, 1855. Also known as the
Bowring Treaty.

Anna Leonowens
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In 1862, following a recommendation by Tan
Kim Ching in Singapore, the court hired an
English woman named Anna Leonowens,
whose influence was later the subject of great
Thai controversy. It is still debated how much
this affected the worldview of one of his
sons, Prince Chulalongkorn, who succeeded
to the throne.

Her story would become the inspiration for
the Hollywood movies Anna and the King of
Siam and Anna and the King and the Rodgers
and Hammerstein musical The King and I,
which, because of their fictionalized
historical references and perceived
disrespectful treatment of King Mongkut, were initially banned in Thailand as the Thai
government and people considered them to be lèse majesté. To clarify the historical record,

well-known Thai intellectuals Seni and Kukrit Pramoj in 1948 wrote The King of Siam Speaks. The Pramoj brothers sent their
manuscript to the American politician and diplomat Abbot Low Moffat[19] (1901–1996), who drew on it for his 1961 biography,
Mongkut the King of Siam. Moffat donated the Pramoj manuscript to the United States Library of Congress in 1961.[20]

Anna claimed that her conversations with Prince Chulalongkorn about human freedom, and her relating to him the story of Uncle
Tom's Cabin, became the inspiration for his abolition of slavery almost 40 years later. However, the slavery system in Siam differed
from that in the United States with no racial distinction between slaves and free persons. Slavery in Thailand was sometimes a
voluntary alternative for individuals to be rid of social and financial obligations.[21] One could be punished for torturing slaves in
Siam and some slaves could buy their freedom. Some western scholars and observers have expressed the opinion that Siamese slaves
were treated better than English servants.[22]

During his monkhood, Mongkut studied both
indigenous astrology and English texts on
Western astronomy and mathematics, hence
developing his skills in astronomical
measurement.[23] One way that he honed his
mastery of astronomy, aside from the
accurate prediction of the solar eclipse of
August 18, 1868 (Wakor solar eclipse), was
changing the official Buddhist calendar,
"which was seriously miscalculated and the
times for auspicious moments were
incorrect."[24]

In 1868, he invited high-ranking European and Siamese officials to accompany him to Wakor
village in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, south of Hua Hin, where the solar eclipse that was
to occur on 18 August could be best viewed as a total eclipse.[25] Sir Harry Ord, the British

Governor of Straits Settlements from Singapore, was among those who were invited.[26] King Mongkut predicted the solar eclipse, at
(in his own words) "East Greenwich longitude 99 degrees 42' and latitude North 11 degrees 39'." King Mongkut's calculations proved

Anna Leonowens was born
in India 1831, she worked
for King Mongkut from 1862
to 1868.

King Mongkut of Siam (far right), with
Queen Debsirindra and some of his
children. King Mongkut had 82
children.

Death and legacy

The solar eclipse at Wakor

King Mongkut and party viewing a
solar eclipse, the king seated center
in the middle of the pavilion.

The King with his heir Prince
Chulalongkorn, both in naval
uniforms.
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accurate.[25] When he made calculations on the Wakor solar eclipse that was to occur, he used the Thai system of measuring time
("mong" and "baht"), but he implemented the Western method of longitude and latitude when he determined where on earth the
eclipse would best be viewed.[27] Upon returning from his journey to Wakor, he condemned the court astrologers "for their...stupid
statements because of their negligence of his detailed prediction and their inattention to measurement and calculation by modern
instruments."[17]

During the expedition, King Mongkut and Prince Chulalongkorn were infected with malaria. The king died six weeks later in the
capital, and was succeeded by his son, who survived malaria.[17]

It has been argued that the assimilation of Western geography and astronomy into 19th-century Siam "proved that Siam equalled the
West in terms of knowledge, and therefore the imperialists' claim that Siam was uncivilized and had to be colonized was
unreasonable."[28] This suggests that the Western form of these sciences may have saved Siam from actually being colonized by
Western powers.

Contrary to popular belief, King Mongkut did not offer a herd of war elephants
to the US president Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War for use
against the Confederacy. He did, however, offer to send some domesticated
elephants to US president James Buchanan, to use as beasts of burden and
means of transportation. The royal letter of 14 February 1861, which was
written even before the Civil War started, took some time to arrive in
Washington DC, and by the time it reached its destination, President Buchanan
was no longer in office. (Text of the royal letter here.[29]) Lincoln, who
succeeded Buchanan, is said to have been asked what the elephants could be
used for, and in reply he said that he did not know, unless "they were used to
stamp out the rebellion."[2] However, in his reply dated 3 February 1862, [3]

Lincoln did not mention anything about the Civil War. The President merely politely declined to accept King Mongkut's proposal,
explaining to the King that the American climate might not be suitable for elephants and that American steam engines could also be
used as beasts of burden and means of transportation.[30]

A century later, during his state visit to the US, King Bhumibol of Thailand, who is Mongkut's great-grandson, referred to this event
in his address before the US Congress on 29 June 1960. He said, "my great-grandfather offered to send the President and Congress
elephants to be turned loose in the uncultivated land of America for breeding purposes. That offer was made with no other objective
than to provide a friend with what he lacks, in the same spirit in which the American aid program is likewise offered." [4]

The asteroid 151834 Mongkut is named in honour of the King and his contributions to astronomy and the modernization of Siam.[31]

Elephant story

Siamese embassy to Emperor Napoleon
III at the Palace of Fontainebleau, 27 June
1861.

151834 Mongkut

Tributes to Mongkut
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Monument of King Rama

IV at Khon Kaen

University

 

Monument of King Rama

IV at Saranrom Park

King Mongkut is one of people with the most children in Thai history, he had 32 wives and concubines during his lifetime who
produced at least 82 children,[32] one of whom was Chulalongkorn.

1804–1824: His Royal Highness Prince Mongkut Sommuttiwong Phongitsuankrasat Khattiyaratchakuman
1824–1851: Vajirañāṇo Bhikkhu (as a Buddhist monk)
1851–1868: His Majesty The King of Siam (Rama IV) (Phrabat Somdet Phra Paramenthra Maha Mongkut Phra
Chom Klao Chao Yu Hua)
Posthumously renamed by King Vajiravudh as: Phra Bat Somdet Phra Ramadhibodi Srisindra Maha Mongkut Phra
Chom Klao Chao Yu Hua (พระบาทสมเด็จพระรามาธิบดีศรีสินทรมหามงกุฎ พระจอมเกลาเจาอยูหัว)
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12. Unknown  
Chinese from Tan clan  
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 6. Ngeon Saetan (Bhamornsut)
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Chulalongkorn  
พระบาทสมเด็จพระจุลจอมเกลาเจา

อยูหัว
King Rama V

King of Siam

Reign 1 October 1868 – 23
October 1910

Coronation 11 November 1868
(1st)
16 November 1873
(2nd)

Predecessor Mongkut (Rama IV)

Successor Vajiravudh (Rama VI)

Regent Si Suriyawongse
(1868–1873) 
Saovabha Phongsri
(1897) 
Vajiravudh (1907)

Vice King Bowon Wichaichan
(1868–1885)

Born 20 September 1853 
Grand Palace,
Bangkok, Siam

Died 23 October 1910
(aged 57) 
Amphorn Sathan
Residential Hall 

Chulalongkorn
Phra Bat Somdet Phra Poraminthra Maha Chulalongkorn Phra Chunla Chom
Klao Chao Yu Hua (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรมินทรมหาจุฬาลงกรณ พระ
จุลจอมเกลาเจาอยูหัว), or Rama V (20 September 1853 – 23 October 1910), was
the fifth monarch of Siam under the House of Chakri. He was known to the Siamese
of his time as Phra Phuttha Chao Luang (พระพุทธเจาหลวง, the Royal Buddha).
His reign was characterized by the modernization of Siam, governmental and social
reforms, and territorial concessions to the British and French. As Siam was
threatened by Western expansionism, Chulalongkorn, through his policies and acts,
managed to save Siam from colonisation.[1] All his reforms were dedicated to
ensuring Siam's survival in the face of Western colonialism, so that Chulalongkorn
earned the epithet Phra Piya Maharat (พระปิยมหาราช, the Great Beloved King).
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Dusit Palace,
Bangkok, Siam

Spouse Sunanda
Kumariratana 
Sukumalmarsri 
Savang Vadhana 
Saovabha Phongsri 
and 32 other
consorts and
concubines (116 in
total)

Issue 
Detail

33 sons and 44
daughters

House Chakri Dynasty

Father Mongkut (Rama IV)

Mother Debsirindra

Religion Buddhism

Signature

King Chulalongkorn was born on 20
September 1853 to King Mongkut and Queen
Debsirindra and given the name
Chulalongkorn. In 1861, he was designated
Krommamuen Pikhanesuan Surasangkat. His
father gave him a broad education, including
instruction from European tutors such as
Anna Leonowens. In 1866, he became a
novice monk for six months at Wat
Bawonniwet according to royal tradition.[2]

Upon his return to his secular life in 1867, he
was designated Krommakhun Phinit
Prachanat (กรมขุนพินิตประชานาถ.)

In 1867, King Mongkut led an expedition to
the Malay Peninsula south of the city of Hua

Hin,[3] to verify his calculations of the solar eclipse of 18 August 1868. Both father
and son fell ill of malaria. Mongkut died on 1 October 1868. Assuming the 15 year-
old Chulalongkorn to be dying as well, King Mongkut on his deathbed wrote, "My
brother, my son, my grandson, whoever you all the senior officials think will be able
to save our country will succeed my throne, choose at your own will." Si
Suriyawongse, the most powerful government official of the day, managed the
succession of Chulalongkorn to the throne and his own appointment as regent. The
first coronation was held on 11 November 1868. Chulalongkorn's health improved,
and he was tutored in public affairs.

The young Chulalongkorn was an enthusiastic reformer. He visited Singapore and
Java in 1870 and British India during 1870–1872 to study the administration of
British colonies. He toured the administrative centres of Calcutta, Delhi, Bombay,
and back to Calcutta in early-1872. This journey was a source of his later ideas for
the modernization of Siam. He was crowned king in his own right as Rama V on 16
November 1873.[1]

Si Suriyawongse then arranged for the Front Palace of King Pinklao (who was his
uncle) to be bequeathed to King Pinklao's son, Prince Yingyot (who was
Chulalongkorn's cousin).

As regent, Si Suriyawongse wielded great influence. Si Suriyawongse continued the works of King Mongkut. He supervised the
digging of several important khlongs, such as Padung Krungkasem and Damneun Saduak, and the paving of roads such as Chareon
Krung and Silom. He was also a patron of Thai literature and performing arts.

At the end of his regency, Si Suriyawonse was raised to Somdet Chao Phraya, the highest title a noble could attain. Si Suriyawongse
was the most powerful noble of the 19th century. His family, Bunnag, was a powerful one, of Persian descent. It dominated Siamese
politics since the reign of Rama I.[4] Chulalongkorn then married four of his half-sisters, all daughters of Mongkut: Savang Vadhana,
Saovabha, and Sunandha (Mongkut with concubine Piam), and Sukumalmarsri (Monkut with concubine Samli).

Early life

King Mongkut with Prince
Chulalongkorn, both in naval
uniforms

Young Prince Chulalongkorn (center)
and his 2 younger brothers

Early reign
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Chulalongkorn's first reform was to establish the "Auditory Office" (Th: หอรัษฎากรพิพัฒน),
solely responsible for tax collection, to replace corrupt tax collectors. As tax collectors had
been under the aegis of various nobles and thus a source of their wealth, this reform caused
great consternation among the nobility, especially the Front Palace. From the time of King
Mongkut, the Front Palace had been the equivalent of a "second king", with one-third of
national revenue allocated to it. Prince Yingyot of the Front Palace was known to be on
friendly terms with many Britons, at a time when the British Empire was considered the
enemy of Siam.

In 1874, Chulalongkorn established the Council of State as a legislative body and a privy
council as his personal advisory board based on the British privy council. Council members
were appointed by the monarch.

On the night of 28 December 1874, a fire broke out near the gunpowder storehouse and
gasworks in the main palace. Front Palace troops quickly arrived, fully armed, "to assist in
putting out the fire". They were denied entrance and the fire was extinguished.[5]:193 The incident demonstrated the considerable
power wielded by aristocrats and royal relatives, leaving the king little power. Reducing the power held by the nobility became one of
his main motives in reforming Siam's feudal politics.

When Prince Yingyot died in 1885, Chulalongkorn took the opportunity to abolish the titular Front Palace and created the title of
"Crown Prince of Siam" in line with Western custom. Chulalongkorn's son, Prince Vajirunhis, was appointed the first Crown Prince
of Siam, though he never reigned. In 1895, when the prince died of typhoid at age 16, he was succeeded by his half-brother
Vajiravudh, who was then at boarding school in England.

In the northern Laotian lands bordering China, the insurgents of the Taiping Rebellion had
taken refuge since the reign of King Mongkut. These Chinese were called Haw and became
bandits, pillaging the villages. In 1875, Chulalongkorn sent troops from Bangkok to crush the
Haw who had ravaged as far as Vientiane. However, they met strong Chinese resistance and
retreated to Isan in 1885. New, modernized forces were sent again and were divided into two
groups approaching the Haw from Chiang Kam and Pichai. The Haw scattered and some fled
to Vietnam. The Siamese armies proceeded to eliminate the remaining Haw. The city of Nong
Khai maintains memorials for the Siamese dead.

In Burma, while the British Army fought the Burmese Konbaung Dynasty, Siam remained
neutral. Britain had agreements with the Bangkok government, which stated that if the British
were in conflict with Burma, Siam would send food supplies to the British Army.
Chulalongkorn honored the agreement. The British thought that he would send an army to
help defeat the Burmese, but he did not do so.

Freed of the Front Palace and Chinese rebellions, Chulalongkorn initiated reforms. He established the Royal Military Academy in
1887 to train officers in Western fashion. His upgraded forces provided the king much more power to centralize the country.

King Chulalongkorn after his
second coronation
ceremony in 16 November
1873.Front Palace crisis

Haw insurgency

The young king in western
dress.

Third Anglo-Burmese War

Military and political reforms
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 
(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

The government of Siam had remained largely unchanged since the 15th
century. The central government was headed by the Samuha Nayok (i.e., prime
minister), who controlled the northern parts of Siam, and the Samuha Kalahom
(i.e., grand commander), who controlled southern Siam in both civil and
military affairs. The Samuha Nayok presided over the Chatu Sadombh (i.e.,
Four Pillars). The responsibilities of each pillar overlapped and were
ambiguous. In 1888, Chulalongkorn moved to institute a government of
ministries. Ministers were, at the outset, members of the royal family.
Ministries were established in 1892, with all ministries having equal status.

The Council of State proved unable to veto legal drafts or to give
Chulalongkorn advice because the members regarded Chulalongkorn as an
absolute monarch, far above their station. Chulalongkorn dissolved the council
altogether and transferred advisory duties to the cabinet in 1894.

Chulalongkorn abolished the traditional Nakorn Bala methods of torture in the
judiciary process, which were seen as inhumane and barbaric to Western eyes, and introduced a Western judicial code. His Belgian
advisor, Rolin-Jaequemyns, played a great role in the development of modern Siamese law and its judicial system.

Chulalongkorn was the first Siamese king to send royal princes to Europe to be
educated. In 19th century Europe, nationalism flourished and there were calls for
more liberty. The princes were influenced by the liberal notions of democracy and
elections they encountered in republics like France and constitutional monarchies
like the United Kingdom.

In 1884 (year 103 of the Rattakosin Era), Siamese officials in London and Paris
warned Chulalongkorn of threats from European colonialism. They advised that
Siam should be reformed like Meiji Japan and that Siam should become a
constitutional monarchy. Chulalongkorn demurred, stating that the time was not ripe
and that he himself was making reforms.

Throughout Chulalongkorn's reign, writers with radical ideas had their works
published for the first time. The most notable ones included Tianwan, who had been
imprisoned for 17 years and from prison produced many works criticizing traditional
Siamese society.

In 1863, King Norodom of Cambodia was forced to put his country under the French
protectorate. The cession of Cambodia was officially formulated in 1867. However,
Inner Cambodia (as called in Siam) consisting of Battambang, Siem Reap, and
Srisopon, remained a Siamese possession. This was the first of many territorial
cessions.

In 1887, French Indochina was formed from Vietnam and Cambodia. In 1888,
French troops invaded northern Laos to subjugate the Heo insurgents. However, the
French troops never left, and the French demanded more Laotian lands. In 1893 Auguste Pavie, the French vice-consul of Luang
Prabang, requested the cession of all Laotian lands east of the Mekong River. Siam resented the demand, leading to the Franco–
Siamese War of 1893.

Prince Devawongse Varopakarn (Foreign
Minister), King Chulalongkorn and Prince
Damrong Rajanubhab (Interior Minister).
During his reign the king employed his
brothers and sons in the government,
ensuring royal monopoly on power and
administration.

Call for democracy

Conflict with French Indochina
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The French gunboat Le Lutin entered the Chao Phraya and anchored near the French
consulate ready to attack. Fighting was observed in Laos. Inconstant and Comete
were attacked in Chao Phraya, and the French sent an ultimatum: an indemnity of
three million francs, as well as the cession of and withdrawal from Laos. Siam did
not accept the ultimatum. French troops then blockaded the Gulf of Siam and
occupied Chantaburi and Trat. Chulalongkorn sent Rolin-Jacquemyns to negotiate.
The issue was eventually settled with the cession of Laos in 1893, but the French
troops in Chantaburi and Trat refused to leave.

The cession of vast Laotian lands had a major impact on Chulalongkorn's spirit.
Prince Vajirunhis died in 1894. Prince Vajiravudh was created crown prince to
replace him. Chulalongkorn realised the importance of maintaining the navy and
established the Royal Thai Naval Academy in 1898.

Despite Siamese concessions, French armies continued the occupation of Chantaburi and Trat for another 10 years. An agreement
was reached in 1903 that French troops would leave Chantaburi but hold the coast land from Trat to Koh Kong. In 1906, the final
agreement was reached. Trat was returned to Siam but the French kept Koh Kong and received Inner Cambodia.

Seeing the seriousness of foreign affairs, Chulalongkorn visited Europe in 1897. He was the first Siamese monarch to do so, and he
desired European recognition of Siam as a fully independent power. He appointed his queen, Saovabha, as regent in Siam during his
travel to Europe.

Siam had been composed of a network of cities according to the Mandala system codified by
King Trailokanat in 1454, with local rulers owing tribute to Bangkok. Each city retained a
substantial degree of autonomy, as Siam was not a "state" but a "network" of city-states. With
the rise of European colonialism, the Western concept of state and territorial division was
introduced. It had to define explicitly which lands were "Siamese" and which lands were
"foreign". The conflict with the French in 1893 was an example.

Sukhaphiban (สุขาภิบาล) sanitary districts were the first sub-autonomous entities established
in Thailand. The first such was created in Bangkok, by royal decree of King Chulalongkorn in
1897. During his European tour earlier that year, he had learned about the sanitary districts of
England, and wanted to try out this local administrative unit in his capital.

With his experiences during the travel to British colonies and the suggestion of Prince
Damrong, Chulalongkorn established the hierarchical system of monthons in 1897, composed
of province, city, amphoe, tambon, and muban (village) in descending order. (Though an entire monthon, the Eastern Province, Inner
Cambodia, was ceded to the French in 1906). Each monthon was overseen by an intendant of the Ministry of Interior. This had a
major impact, as it ended the power of all local dynasties. Central authority now spread all over the country through the
administration of intendants. For example, the Lanna states in the north (including the Kingdom of Chiangmai, Principalities of
Lampang, Lamphun, Nan, and Prae, tributaries to Bangkok) were made into two monthons, neglecting the existence of the Lanna
kings.

King Chulalongkorn with a few of his
sons at Eton College in the United
Kingdom in 1907.

Reforms

King Chulalongkorn (above
left) with contemporary
monarchs

Sukhaphiban districts

Monthon system

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chao_Phraya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Siam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chantaburi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vajirunhis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vajiravudh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Thai_Navy_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koh_Kong_Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandala_(Southeast_Asian_political_model)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trailokanat#Reforms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangkok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukhaphiban
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanitary_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Damrong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monthon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mueang#Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphoe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tambon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muban
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intendant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Interior_(Thailand)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Chiangmai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lampang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamphun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nan,_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_Kings_of_Lanna#Lanna_states_under_Siamese_tributary_1775-1899
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chulalongkorn_and_Princes.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ruling-monarchs.jpg


Local rulers did not cede power willingly. Three rebellions sprang up in 1901: the Ngeaw rebellion in Phrae, the 1901–1902 Holy
Man's Rebellion[6] in Isan, and the Rebellion of Seven Sultans in the south. All these rebellions were crushed in 1902 with the city
rulers stripped of their power and imprisoned.[6]

Ayutthaya King Ramathibodi II established a
system of corvée in 1518 after which the
lives of Siamese commoners and slaves were
closely regulated by the government. All
Siamese common men (phrai ไพร) were
subject to the Siamese corvée system. Each
man at the time of his majority had to register
with a government bureau, department, or
leading member of the royalty called krom
(กรม) as a Phrai Luang (ไพรหลวง) or under
a nobleman's master (Moon Nai or Chao
Khun Moon Nai มูลนาย หรือเจาขุนมูลนาย)
as a Phrai Som (ไพรสม). Phrai owed service
to sovereign or master for three months of
the year. Phrai Suay (ไพรสวย) were those
who could make payment in kine (cattle) in lieu of service. Those conscripted into military
service were called Phrai Tahan (ไพรทหาร).

Chulalongkorn was best known for his abolition of Siamese slavery (ทาส.) He associated the abolition of slavery in the United States
with the bloodshed of the American Civil War. Chulalongkorn, to prevent such a bloodbath in Siam, provided several steps towards
the abolition of slavery, not an extreme turning point from servitude to total freedom. Those who found themselves unable to live on
their own sold themselves into slavery by rich noblemen. Likewise, when a debt was defaulted, the borrower would become a slave
of the lender. If the debt was redeemed, the slave regained freedom.

However, those whose parents were household slaves (ทาสในเรือนเบี้ย) were bound to be slaves forever because their redemption
price was extremely high.

Because of economic conditions, people sold themselves into slavery in great numbers and in turn they produced a large number of
household slaves. In 1867 they accounted for one-third of Siamese population. In 1874, Chulalongkorn enacted a law that lowered
the redemption price of household slaves born in 1867 (his ascension year) and freed all of them when they had reached 21.

The newly-freed slaves would have time to settle themselves as farmers or merchants so they would not become unemployed. In
1905, the Slave Abolition Act ended Siamese slavery in all forms. The reverse of 100 baht banknotes in circulation since the 2005
centennial depict Chulalongkorn in navy uniform abolishing the slave tradition.

The traditional corvée system declined after the Bowring Treaty, which gave rise to a new class of employed labourers not regulated
by the government, while many noblemen continued to hold sway over large numbers of Phrai Som. Chulalongkorn needed more
effective control of manpower to undo the power of nobility. After the establishment of the monthon system, Chulalongkorn
instituted a census to count all men available to the government. The Employment Act of 1900 required that all workers be paid, not
forced to work.

Abolition of corvée and slavery

King Chulalongkorn with
Tsar Nicholas II in Saint
Petersburg, during the king's
first Grand Tour in 1897

Prince Valdemar with King
Chulalongkorn of Siam

Establishment of a modern army and modern land ownership
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Chulalongkorn had established a defence ministry in 1887. The ending of the corvée
system necessitated the beginning of military conscription, thus the Conscription Act
of 1905 in Siam. This was followed in 1907 by the first act providing for invoking
martial law, which seven years later was changed to its modern form by his son and
successor, King Vajiravudh.[7]

The Royal Thai Survey Department, a Special Services Group of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces, engaged in cadastral survey, which is the survey of specific land
parcels to define ownership for land registration, and for equitable taxation. Land
title deeds are issued using the Torrens title system, though it was not until the year
1901 that the first–fruits of this survey were obtained.[8]

In 1873, the Royal Siamese Government Gazette published an announcement on the
abolition of prostration. In it, King Chulalongkorn declared, "The practice of
prostration in Siam is severely oppressive. The subordinates have been forced to
prostrate in order to elevate the dignity of the phu yai. I do not see how the practice
of prostration will render any benefit to Siam. The subordinates find the
performance of prostration a harsh physical practice. They have to go down on their
knees for a long time until their business with the phu yai ends. They will then be
allowed to stand up and retreat. This kind of practice is the source of oppression.
Therefore, I want to abolish it." The Gazette directed that, "From now on, Siamese
are permitted to stand up before the dignitaries. To display an act of respect, the
Siamese may take a bow instead. Taking a bow will be regarded as a new form of
paying respect."[9]

The construction of railways in Siam had a political motivation: to connect all of the
country so as to better maintain control of it.

In 1901, the first railway was opened from Bangkok to Korat. In the same year, the
first power plant of Siam produced electricity and electric lights first illuminated
roadways.

In 1906 King Chulalongkorn adopted a Semang orphan boy named Khanung.[10]

Siamese authorities had exercised substantial control over Malay sultanates since Ayutthaya times. The sultans sought British support
as a counterweight to Siamese influence. In 1909, the Anglo-Siamese Treaty of 1909 was agreed. Four sultanates (Kedah, Kelantan,
Terengganu and Perlis) were brought under British influence in exchange for Siamese legal rights and a loan to construct railways in
southern Siam.

King Chulalongkorn was a prolific producer of children. He had 92 consorts during his lifetime who produced 77 surviving
children,[11]

The Chakri Maha Prasat Throne Hall
in the Grand Palace was completed
in 1882.

The king built the Vimanmek Palace,
1900. He began the construction of
the Dusit Palace at the same time.

The Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall
was built in 1908 as a reception hall.

Abolition of prostration

Civic works

Relations with the British Empire

Family
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Styles of 
King Chulalongkorn  

Rama V of Siam

Reference
style

His Royal Majesty

Spoken style Your Royal
Majesty

Alternative
style

Sir

The royal Equestrian statue of King Chulalongkorn was finished in 1908 to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the king's reign. It was cast in bronze by a
Parisian metallurgist. Chulalongkorn had visited Europe two times, in 1897
and 1907, the latter visit to cure his kidney disease. His last accomplishment
was the establishment of a plumbing system in 1908. He died on 23 October
1910 of his kidney disease at the Amphorn Sathan Residential Hall in the
Dusit Palace, and was succeeded by his son Vajiravudh (King Rama VI).

Chulalongkorn University, founded in 1917 as the first university in Thailand,
was named in his honour. On the campus stand the statues of Rama V and his
son, Rama VI.

In 1997 a memorial pavilion was raised in honour of King Chulalongkorn in
Ragunda, Sweden. This was done to commemorate King Chulalongkorn's visit
to Sweden in 1897 where he visited the World's Fair. During the time when Swedish-Norwegian king Oscar II travelled to Norway
for a council, Chulalongkorn went up north to study forestry. Beginning in Härnösand and travelling via Sollefteå and Ragunda he
mounted a boat in the small village of Utanede in order to take him back through Sundsvall to Stockholm.[12] His passage through
Utanede left a mark on the village as one street was named after the king. The pavilion is erected next to that road.

The old 100 baht banknote of Series 14, circulated from 1994 to 2004, bears the statues of Rama V and Rama VI on its reverse. In
2005, the 100 baht banknote was revised to depict King Chulalongkorn in naval uniform and, in the background, abolishing
slavery.[13] The 1,000 baht banknote of Series 16, issued in 2015, depicts the King Chulalongkorn monument, Ananda Samakhom
Throne Hall, and the abolition of slavery.[14]

1853–1866: His Royal Highness Prince Chulalongkorn, the Prince
Biganeshvara Surasankas (Krom Muen Biganeshavara Surasankas)
1866–1868: His Royal Highness Prince Chulalongkorn, the Prince Binit
Prajanath (Krom Khun Binit Prajanath)
1868–1910: His Majesty King Chulalongkorn

Order of the Royal House of Chakri

Order of the Nine Gems

Knight Grand Cordon of the Order of Chula Chom Klao

Knight Grand Cordon of the Order of the White Elephant

Knight Grand Cordon of the Order of the Crown of Thailand

Dushdi Mala Medal

Chakra Mala Medal

King Mongkut's Royal Cypher Medal

King Chulalongkorn's Royal Cypher Medal

Death and legacy

Royal funeral ceremony of King
Chulalongkorn in 1911 at Sanam Luang,
Bangkok.

Titles, styles, and honours

Titles and styles

Honours

Thai Honours
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King Chulalongkorn's Rajaruchi Medal

 Austria-Hungary: Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Saint Stephen
of Hungary (1869)

 Empire of Japan: Collar of the Order of the Chrysanthemum
(1887)[15]

 Denmark: Order of the Elephant (1887)[16]

 Kingdom of Italy: Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus (1887)[17]

 Russian Empire: Order of St. Andrew (1891)[18]

 Kingdom of Italy: Supreme Order of the Most Holy Annunciation
(1892)[17]

 German Empire: Order of the Black Eagle (1897)

Ancestors of Chulalongkorn

   

   

   

   

     

 16. (=22.) Thongdi, Prince Father
 

     

 8. Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke
 

 

   

     

 17. (=23.) Yok or Daorueng (Chinese Descen t)
 

     

 4. (=24.) Buddha Loetla Nabhalai
 

 

   

   

     

 18. Thong Na Bangxang
 

     

 9. Amarindra
 

 

   

     

 19. Princess Rupsirisobhak Mahanagnari
 

     

 2. Mongkut
 

 

   

   

   

     

 

20. Unknown  
Chinese from Tan clan

 

 
    

 10. Ngeon Sae-tan (Bhamornsut)
 

 

   

     

 

21. Unknown  
Lady Noi Chamnanborirak's sister

 

     

 5. Sri Suriyendra
 

 

   

   

     

 22. (=16.) Thongdi, Prince Father
 

     

 11. Kaew, Princess Sri Sudarak
 

 

   

     

 23. (=17.) Yok or Daorueng (Chinese Descen t)
 

     

 

1.
Chulalongkorn  

 

   

   

   

   

     

 24. (=4.) Buddha Loetla Nabhalai
 

     

 12. Nangklao
 

 

   

     

 25. Sri Suralai
 

     

 

6. Sirivonge, Prince
Matayaphitaksa  

 

   

   

     

 26. Lord Aksornsombat (Thab)
 

     

 13. Sab
 

 

   

     

 27. Bhong
 

     

 3. Debsirindra
 

 

              

Royal coat of arms of the Kingdom of
Siam, introduced by King
Chulalongkorn, the arms was the
Emblem of Siam from 1878 to 1910.

Foreign Honours

Ancestors
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Vajiravudh 
พระบาทสมเด็จพระมงกุฎเกลาเจา

อยูหัว
King Rama VI

King of Siam

Reign 23 October 1910 –
26 November 1925

Coronation 11 November 1910

Predecessor Chulalongkorn (Rama

V)

Successor Prajadhipok (Rama

VII)

Crown Prince of Siam

Tenure 4 January 1895 – 23
October 1910

Predecessor Maha Vajirunhis

Successor Maha Vajiralongkorn
(later Rama X)

Born 1 January 1880 
Grand Palace,
Bangkok, Siam

Died 26 November 1925
(aged 45) 
Grand Palace,
Bangkok, Siam

Spouse Sucharit Suda 
Lakshamilavan 

Vajiravudh
Phra Bat Somdet Phra Poramenthra Maha Vajiravudh Phra Mongkut Klao
Chao Yu Hua (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรเมนทรมหาวชิราวุธฯ พระมงกุฎเกลา
เจาอยูหัว), or Phra Bat Somdet Phra Ramathibodi Si Sinthra Maha Vajiravudh
Phra Mongkut Klao Chao Yu Hua (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระรามาธิบดีศรีสินทร
มหาวชิราวุธฯ พระมงกุฎเกลาเจาอยูหัว), or Rama VI (1 January 1880 – 26
November 1925), was the sixth monarch of Siam under the Chakri dynasty, ruling
from 1910 until his death. King Vajiravudh is known for his efforts to create and
promote Siamese nationalism. His reign was characterized by Siam's movement
further towards democracy and minimal participation in World War I.
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Prince Vajiravudh was born on 1 January 1880 to Chulalongkorn and one of his
four queens, Saovabha. In 1888, upon coming of age, Vajiravudh received the title
Krom Khun Thep Dvaravati.

Prince Vajiravudh was first educated in the royal palace in Siamese and English. In
1895, his half-brother Crown Prince Vajirunhis died and Vajiravudh was appointed
the new Crown Prince of Siam. He continued his education in Britain, at the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst in 1898 and was commissioned briefly in the Durham
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Indrasakdi Sachi 
Suvadhana

Issue Bejaratana

House Chakri Dynasty

Father Chulalongkorn (Rama

V)

Mother Saovabha Phongsri

Religion Buddhism

Signature

Light Infantry upon graduation. He studied
law and history at Christ Church, Oxford in
1899, where he was a member of the
exclusive Bullingdon Club. However, he
suffered from appendicitis that barred him
from graduating in 1901. On behalf of his
father, King Chulalongkorn, he attended the
coronation of King Edward VII on 9 August
1902.[1]

Crown Prince Vajiravudh returned to Siam in
1902 and in 1904 became a temporary monk,
in accordance with Siamese tradition. In
1906, his father Chulalongkorn travelled to
Europe to seek treatment for his lung disease,
and Chulalongkorn made Vajiravudh Regent of Siam. One of Crown Prince Vajiravudh's
accomplishments during this regency was his supervision of the construction of the equestrian
statue of King Chulalongkorn.

Chulalongkorn died on 23 October 1910, and Vajiravudh succeeded his father as king of Siam.

Even before his coronation, Vajiravudh initiated several reforms. He organized Siam's defence
and established military academies. He created the rank of "general" for the first time in Siam,
with his uncle, Prince Bhanurangsi Savangwongse as the first Siamese Field marshal. On 11
November 1910, Vajiravudh underwent a provisional coronation ceremony, with another more
lavish planned for after the funerary rites of his father was completed.

His first act following his accession to the throne was to build the Royal Pages College,
subsequently renamed Vajiravudh College by King Rama VII to honour his brother. It was
built as an all-boy boarding school in the same tradition as English public schools such as
Eton and Harrow. The school was built instead of a royal monastery, formerly a custom of

Thai kings, as King Vajiravudh deemed that there were already too many temples in Bangkok. In his own hand written letter, King
Vajiravudh wrote that "In the Royal Pages College, what I want is not so much to turn out model boys, all of the same standard, all
brilliant scholars with thousands of marks each, as to turn out efficient young men—young men who will be physically and morally
clean, and who will be looking forward keenly to take up whatever burden the future may lay upon them". Later he also raised the
Civil Servant School to "Chulalongkorn Academy for Civil Officials", then Chulalongkorn University. Both Vajiravudh College and
Chulalongkorn University still benefit from the funds that King Vajiravudh set aside for the use of the two elite institutions. He also
improved Siamese healthcare systems and set up some of the earliest public hospitals in Siam, Vajira Hospital in 1912 and
Chulalongkorn Hospital in 1914.

In 1911, he established the Boy Scouts (ลูกเสือ Tiger Cubs) in Siam (with an adult auxiliary called the Wild Tiger Corps [เสือปา]),
disbanded in the latter part of his reign. On 28 November 1911 Vajiravudh's second coronation was held with visiting royals from
Europe and Japan as guests, a first for Siam, the festivities took 13 days. Later that year, the first airplane was flown in Siam.

The early years of Vajiravudh's administration were largely dominated by his two uncles, Prince Damrong and Prince Devawongse,
both of them Chulalongkorn's right hand men. However, the king disagreed with Prince Damrong, Minister of Interior, over
Damrong's negotiation of the Anglo-Siamese Treaty of 1909 that ceded four sultanates to the British Empire.[2]

Young Prince Vajiravudh in
1925.

Portrait while studying in
England

Accession and early reforms
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Vajiravudh reformed his father's monthon system by imposing the "paks" (Thai: ภาค) or "regions" over the administrative monthons.
Each pak was governed by an Uparaja (viceroy) directly responsible to the king. The Uparaja presided over the intendants of
monthons in the region—thus concentrating local administrative powers in his hands—much to the dismay of Prince Damrong.

Radicals expected a new constitution upon the coronation of Vajiravudh.
However, no constitution was forthcoming. In 1911, the Wuchang Uprising
that led to the fall of Qing dynasty prompted Siamese radicals to act. So, for
the first time in Siam, an attempt was made to overthrow the monarchy and
establish democracy.

The immediate cause, however, occurred even before Vajiravudh's coronation.
In 1909, Crown Prince Vajiravudh ordered a Thai Royal Military Academy
student who had had an argument with one of Vajiravudh's pages to be caned.
Academy alumni were further provoked by Vajiravudh’s creation of the Wild
Tiger Corps, seen by the army as a threat to their prerogatives.

The plotters were relatively young army and naval officers, students during the
1909 incident. The coup was planned for 1 April—the traditional Siamese
New Years Day. They planned to elevate one of Vajiravudh's brothers to be the first President of Siam. They believed that, if the
absolute monarchy were removed, Siam would achieve modernization as in Japan under Emperor Taishō. The coup leaders accused
the king of devoting his time to writing and acting in theatrical plays with his companions. They also accused him of living a
luxurious Western-style life, building Sanam Chan Palace and Lumphini Park, and owning expensive horses from Australia, while
preaching austerity and nationalism to his subjects.

The coup plan was leaked. Captain Yut Kongyu, who was selected as the assassin by lottery, told Mom Chao Prawatpan, and then
Prince Chakrabongse, of the intended coup. Prince Chakrabongse arrested all the conspirators. Their sentences were severe, ranging
from execution to long-term imprisonment. However, Vajiravudh rescinded the punishments and released the plotters, saying that
what they did was for the sake of the kingdom.

Rama VI inherited his father's plan of building a modern nation although he was skeptical. Disagreements occurred incessantly with
"old aristocrats", many of whom were his relatives such as the celebrated Prince Damrong, his uncle, who took charge of the Ministry
of Interior. As more and more corruption in the newly created provinces was reported, Rama VI created a viceroy system. Viceroys,
appointed directly by the king, were sent to supervise provincial governors and local officials.

In 1912, Vajiravudh announced the change in the solar calendar era from the Rattanakosin Era (R.S.) designated by Chulalongkorn to
the Buddhist Era with the year beginning 1 April 2455 BE (1912 CE).

In 1913, Siam faced a financial crisis as the Chinese-Siamese Bank went bankrupt.

In 1914, Vajiravudh, having determined that the act providing for the invocation of martial law, first promulgated by his father in
1907, was not consistent with modern laws of war nor convenient for the preservation of the external or internal security of the state,
changed to the modern form that, with minor amendments, continues in force.[3]

Also in 1914, the construction of Don Mueang Airport began. In the same year the Siamese government borrowed from the Federated
Malay States to extend railways to the south. In 1915, Vajiravudh himself visited the southern provinces to oversee railway
construction. The Bangkok railway station at Hua Lamphong was then established as a center of Siamese railroads. Prince Damrong
eventually left the Ministry of Interior in 1915. In 1916, Vajiravudh appointed his half-brother, Prince of Kampangpetch, as the Head
of the Railway Department.

Attempted coup

Photograph of Palace Revolt of 1912 key
plotters

Administration, economy, infrastructure
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In 1917, Vajiravudh established the Nakorn Sri Thammarat Regiment as his personal
guard. In the same year Vajiravudh founded Chulalongkorn University, the first
university in Siam, named in honor of his father. In 1918, Vajiravudh founded the
Dusit Thani near Dusit Palace as an experimental site for democracy. The
democratic institutions were imitated including elections, parliament, and the press.
Vajiravudh himself acted as one of the citizens of Dusit Thani yet the city was
perceived as another of Vajiravudh's theatrical conceits.

During 1918-1919 the price of rice soared. The government faced public criticism
due to its tepid response. The major cause of the problem was the hoarding of rice.
Chinese millers and rice merchants bought huge amounts of rice from farmers for
export to Singapore, the largest rice market in the region. Price speculation was
rampant. The government imposed a ban on rice exports. At the same time, public
servants asked for higher wages due to the rising cost of living. The public, mainly
the urban "middle-class", and Chinese traders became more and more unhappy with
the government.

On 22 July 1917 Vajiravudh declared war on Germany and Austria-Hungary.[4] He
allied Siam with the Allied Powers and expelled German and Austrian officials from
the Railway Department and Siam Commercial Bank. He also put the properties of
the Central Powers under a Siamese government protectorate. Vajiravudh saw the
war as an opportunity to create and promote Siamese nationalism. He changed the
Flag of Siam from the elephant banner to the tricolor. King Vajiravudh is considered
the father of Thai nationalism, which was later built upon by Field Marshal
Phibunsongkhram and Sarit Dhanarajata. He introduced the practice of using the
name Rama for the Chakri kings in deference to foreign practice.

Other than 140,000 Vietnamese colonial troops and workers drafted by the French),
Siamese troops were the only Southeast Asians in the European theatre ([5]

However, the Siamese troops did not see much action, as they arrived in Europe
towards the end of the war. Partipation in the war allowed Siam to later negotiate with the Western powers as a partner, albeit a junior
one.[6]

In 1917, the price of silver rose and exceeded the face value of silver coins. The coins were then melted down and sold. The
government solved this by changing the pure silver coin to alloy. Vajiravudh eventually forbade exports of Siamese coins. In 1918,
the usage of 1-baht coins was nullified and 1-baht banknotes were introduced. Coins were recalled and kept as a national reserve. In
1919, Vajuravudh imposed a military-exemptation tax (Thai: เงินรัชชูปการ} nationwide including on the royal members. As the
need for huge capital increased, a new bank, later known as the "Government Savings Bank", was founded in 1923.

Though the Siamese forces that joined the march at Versailles returned triumphant in 1919, the economic problems caused by World
War I were serious. In the same year, drought hit Siam and rice shortages ensued. The government forbade the export of rice, the
main Siamese export since the Bowring Treaty. Queen Mother Saovabha, Vajiravudh's mother, died in 1919. Siamese participation in
World War I opened the way to reconciliation, first with the United States in 1920, then to redress the unequal treaties imposed by
Western powers in the 19th century.

King Vajiravudh wearing the khrui of
a barrister-at-lawWorld War I and Siamese nationalism

The Siamese Expeditionary Force
with the tricolour flag of Siam in
Paris, 1919.

Financial crisis
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In spite of the financial crisis, railway constructions continued. The railway reached Narathiwat and was expanded north and east.
The construction of Rama VI Bridge began in 1922 and the same year the railway reached Chiang Mai. However, the treasury was in
such straits that a large loan from Britain was negotiated. Also in 1922, an insurgency occurred in Pattani over new taxation policies.
It was readily suppressed by the Nakorn Sri Thammarat Regiment. In 1923, Vajiravudh announced his six principles in the
governance of Pattani Province, emphasizing local freedom and tax measures.

King Vajiravudh was one of Thailand's highly renowned artists, writing
modern novels, short stories, newspaper articles, poems, plays, and journals.
He translated many of English literature and French literature into Thai,
Among his works were translations of three Shakespeare plays: The Merchant
of Venice, As You Like It, and Romeo and Juliet. He wrote many other pieces
promoting Thai nationalism, one of his nationalistic works is "The Honour of
Tiger Soldier" (Thai: เกียรติศักดิท์หารเสือ) based on Alexandre Dumas's The
Three Musketeers.

The king was one among those writers who introduced mysteries and detective
stories to the Thai reading public. He translated Agatha Christie's Hercule
Poirot novels into Thai, and created the character "Nai Thong-In" (Thai:
นักสืบนายทองอิน) as Siam's first consulting detective, using Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes as a model. He also translated Sax Rohmer's
The Golden Scorpion.

The king was well-versed in Sanskrit and Hindu literature, including the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata epics. He translated many stories from the two
epics into Thai and also wrote plays inspired by Hindu literature. He was
influenced by Rama, the incarnation of Lord Vishnu and hero of the Ramayana
epic, to the extent that he systemized and promoted the use of the name
"Rama" as the (English) reign names of all Thai kings of the Bangkok (Rattanakosin) era. His own reign was dubbed as "Rama VI".
(See Rama (Kings of Thailand))

In 1914 King Vajiravudh published in a Thai newspaper an article titled "The Jews of the East" (Thai: ยิวแหงบูรพาทิศ) where "It
combined themes of European anti-Semitism with the fear of the 'Yellow Peril'" and accused Chinese immigrants in Thailand of
excessive "racial loyalty and astuteness in financial matters." The king wrote, "Money is their God. Life itself is of little value
compared with the leanest bank account."[7]

Vajiravudh had been a king without a queen for about ten years. In 1920, he met Mom Chao Varnvimol at his theatre at Phayathai
Palace. They were engaged and Princess Vanbimol was elevated to Princess Vallabha Devi. However, four months later in 1921,
Vajiravudh nullified the engagement and pursued Princess Vallabha's sister, Princess Lakshamilavan, whom he engaged. However,
the marriage was never held and the couple then separated.

In 1921, Vajiravudh married Prueang Sucharitakul, who was a daughter of Lord Suthammamontri and elevated her to Lady
Sucharitsuda. He then married Sucharitsuda's sister, Prabai Sucharitakul, with the title of Lady Indrani. In 1922, Lady Indrani was
elevated to Princess and Queen Indrasakdisachi. However, the queen suffered two miscarriages. In 1924, Vajiravudh married

Personal life

Vajiravudh as a writer

King Vajiravudh dressed as Sherlock
Holmes

Marriages
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 
(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

Krueakaew Abhaiwongse (Later Suvadhana), a daughter of Lord Aphaiphubet. Queen Indrasakdisachi was then demoted to Princess
Consort Indrasakdisachi in 1925.

Vajiravudh had a one daughter with Suvadhana, Princess Bejaratana Rajasuda (Thai: เพชรรัตนราชสุดา; 1925-2011).

Lakshamilavan

 

Sucharit Suda

 

Indrasakdi Sachi

 

Suvadhana

In 1924, Vajiravudh promulgated his Law of Succession, which has since become
the code for Chakri dynasty successions. According to the law, the throne would be
passed to the king's sons and grandsons. However, in the case of Vajiravudh who had
no sons, the throne would pass to his eldest "true" brother, that is, a brother who
shared the same mother, Queen Saovabha. The law gave priority to the descendants
of princes born to Queen Saovabha, then to Queen Savang Vadhana, and then to
Queen Sukumalmarsri. The law also forbade princes whose mother was foreign from
the throne. This referred to his companion, Prince Chakrabongse, who had married a
Russian woman. His son, Prince Chula Chakrabongse, was therefore barred from the
throne.

In 1924, King Vajiravudh, accompanied by Suvadhana, visited the Federated Malay
States. The reconciliation with European powers on unequal treaties progressed
gradually, while the financial crisis was taking a great toll on Siam as another loan
was taken from Britain and the firing of numerous government officials occurred. In
1925 Vajiravudh had to dissolve his Nakorn Sri Thammarat Regiment and merged
provinces into larger units to lower maintenance costs.

In November 1925, it was announced that Vajiravudh fell ill.[8] Princess Consort
Suvadhana was then pregnant. Vajiravudh then announced his succession
instructions: if Princess Suvadhana gave birth to a son, the throne would go to him.
If not, the throne would pass to his surviving brother, Prince Prajadhipok of
Sukhothai. He barred Princess Inthrasaksachi from being interred with him in the
future and instead granted that right to Princess Suvadhana. And Vajiravudh also
barred his uncle, Prince Damrong, from the government.

On the night of 25 November, Princess Suvadhana gave birth to a princess only two hours before Vajiravudh's death. Vajiravudh
glimpsed of his sole daughter before his demise on the 26 November 1925. The throne passed to his brother, Prajadhipok, who named
Vajiravudh's daughter as Princess Bejaratana.

Succession law

Financial problems and death

Tributes to King Vajiravudh
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Styles of 
King Vajiravudh 
Rama VI of Siam

Reference
style

His Royal Majesty

Spoken style Your Royal
Majesty

Alternative
style

Sir

King Vajiravudh on a

stamp

 

Statue of the king in

Lumphini Park, Dusit,

Bangkok

1 January 1880 – 30 April 1888: His Royal Highness Prince Maha
Vajiravudh
30 April 1888 – 4 January 1895: His Royal Highness Prince Maha
Vajiravudh, the Prince of Dvaravati
4 January 1895 – 23 October 1910: His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Maha Vajiravudh
23 October 1910 – 26 November 1925: His Majesty King Vajiravudh

 Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order (GCVO) - 21 April
1902 - invested by King Edward VII at Buckingham Palace after he
reached his majority.[9]

 Order of Merit of the Prussian Crown - 30 May 1902 - from
Emperor Wilhelm II during an official visit to Berlin.[10]

Ancestors of Vajiravudh
   

   

   

   

     

 16. (=24.) Phutthayotfa Chulalok
 

     

 8. (=12.) Buddha Loetla Nabhalai
 

 

   

     

 17. (=25.) Amarindra
 

     

 4. (=6.) Mongkut
 

 

   

   

     

 18. (=26.) Ngoen Saetan
 

     

 9. (=13.) Sri Suriyendra
 

 

   

     

 19. (=27.) Kaew, Princess Sri Sudarak
 

     

 2. Chulalongkorn
 

 

   

   

   

     

 20. Nangklao (son of 8)
 

 
    

 10. Siriwongse, Prince Matayaphitak
 

 

   

     

 21. Sap
 

     

 5. Debsirindra
 

 

   

   

     

 22. But
 

     

 11. Noi
 

 

        

 23. Chaem

Titles, styles and honors

Foreign Orders and decorations
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 27. (=19.) Kaew, Princess Sri Sudarak
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 14. Taeng Sucharitakul
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 7. Piam Sucharitakul
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 15. Nag Sucharitakul
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Born: 1 January 1880  Died: 25 November 1925

Regnal titles

Preceded by 
Vajirunhis

Crown Prince of
Siam 

1895–1910

Succeeded by 
Vajiralongkorn

Preceded by 
Chulalongkorn

King of Siam 
1910–1925

Succeeded by 
Prajadhipok
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Prajadhipok  
ประชาธิปก

King Rama VII

King of Siam

Reign 25 November 1925 –
2 March 1935

Coronation 25 February 1926

Predecessor Vajiravudh (Rama VI)

Successor Ananda Mahidol
(Rama VIII)

Prime Ministers

Phraya Manopakorn

Nititada 

Phot Phahonyothin

Born 8 November 1893 
Grand Palace,
Bangkok, Siam

Died 30 May 1941
(aged 47) 
Surrey, England

Burial 29 March 1950 
Golders Green
Crematorium,

Prajadhipok
Prajadhipok (Thai: ประชาธิปก; 8 November 1893 – 30 May 1941), also
Rama VII, was the seventh monarch of Siam of the Chakri dynasty. He was the
last absolute monarch and the first constitutional monarch of the country. His
reign was a turbulent time for Siam due to political and social changes during
the Revolution of 1932. He is to date the only Siamese monarch of the Chakri
Dynasty to abdicate.
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Somdet Chaofa Prajadhipok Sakdidej (Thai: สมเด็จเจาฟาประชาธิปกศักดิ
เดชน) was born on 8 November 1893 in Bangkok, Siam (now Thailand) to
King Chulalongkorn and Queen Saovabha Phongsri. Prince Prajadhipok was the
youngest of nine children born to the couple. Overall he was the king's second-
youngest child (of a total of 77), and the 33rd and youngest of Chulalongkorn's
sons.[1]

Unlikely to succeed to the throne, Prince Prajadhipok chose to pursue a military
career. Like many of the king's children, he was sent abroad to study, going to
Eton College in 1906, then to the Woolwich Military Academy from which he
graduated in 1913. He received a commission in the Royal Horse Artillery in the
British Army based in Aldershot. In 1910 Chulalongkorn died and was
succeeded by Prajadhipok's older brother (also a son of Queen Saovabha),
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Golders Green,
England

Spouse Rambai Barni

House Chakri Dynasty

Father Chulalongkorn (Rama

V)

Mother Saovabha Phongsri

Religion Buddhism

Signature

Crown Prince Vajiravudh, who
became King Rama VI. Prince
Prajadhipok was by then
commissioned in both the British
Army and the Royal Siamese
Army. With the outbreak of the
First World War and the declaration
of Siamese neutrality, King
Vajiravudh ordered his younger
brother to resign his British
commission and return to Siam
immediately, a great
embarrassment to the prince, who
wanted to serve with his men on the Western front. Once home, Prajadhipok became a
high-ranking military official in Siam. In 1917 he was ordained temporarily as a monk,
as was customary for most Buddhist Siamese men.

In August 1918 Prince Prajadhipok married his childhood friend and cousin Mom Chao
Rambhai Barni, a descendant of King Mongkut (Prajadhipok's grandfather) and his Royal Consort Piam. They were married at the
Bang Pa-In Royal Palace with the blessing of the king.

After the war in Europe ended, he attended the École Superieure de Guerre in France, returning to Siam to the Siamese military.
During this time, he was granted the additional title Krom Luang Sukhothai (Prince of Sukhothai). Prajadhipok lived a generally quiet
life with his wife at their residence, Sukhothai Palace, next to the Chao Phraya River. The couple had no children. Prajadhipok soon
found himself rising rapidly in succession to the throne, as his brothers all died within a relatively short period. In 1925, King
Vajiravudh himself died at the age of 44. Prajadhipok became absolute monarch at only thirty-two. He was crowned King of Siam on
25 February 1926.

As monarch, Prajadhipok was referred to by his reigning name of
Phrabat Somdet Phra Pokklao Chao Yuhua (พระบาทสมเด็จพระ
ปกเกลาเจาอยูหัว) and in legal documents was a more formal

Phrabat Somdet Phra Poraminthra Maha Prajadhipok Phra Pokklao Chao Yuhua (พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรมินทรมหาประชาธิปก
พระปกเกลาเจาอยูหัว)

Young Prajadhipok and his
mother, Saovabha Phongsri

Reigning name

Coronation of King Prajadhipok.
Play media

Prajadhipok on his coronation day, wearing full
traditional attire, sitting on the Phatthrabit Throne,
surrounded by the court officers carrying his regalia
and supplementary insignia
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Thais today usually call him Ratchakan thi Chet (lit. "The Seventh Reign") or more colloquially, Phra Pok Klao (พระปกเกลา), and
in English, King Rama VII. The system of referring to Chakri rulers as "Rama" (followed by a number) was instituted by King
Vajiravudh to follow European practice.

Relatively unprepared for his new responsibilities, Prajadhipok was
nevertheless intelligent, diplomatic in his dealings with others, modest, and
eager to learn. However, he had inherited serious problems from his
predecessor. The most urgent of these problems was the economy. The budget
was heavily in deficit, and the royal financial accounts were a nightmare. The
entire world was in the throes of the Great Depression.

Within half a year only three of
Vajiravhud's twelve ministers still served
the new king, the rest having been replaced
by members of the royal family. While the
family appointments brought back men of
talent and experience, they also signalled a
return to royal oligarchy. The king clearly
wished to demonstrate a clear break with
the discredited sixth reign, and his choice
of men to fill the top positions appeared to
be guided largely by a wish to restore a
Chulalongkorn-type government.[2]

In an institutional innovation intended to restore confidence in the monarchy and government, Prajadhipok, in what was virtually his
first act as king, announced the creation of the Supreme Council of the State of Siam. This privy council was made up of a number of
experienced and competent members of the royal family, including the former long-serving Minister of the Interior (and King
Chulalongkorn's right-hand man), Prince Damrong Rajanubhab. Gradually these princes arrogated power to themselves,
monopolising all the main ministerial positions and appointing sons and brothers to both administrative and military posts. Many of
them felt it was their duty to make amends for the mistakes of the previous reign, but their acts were not generally appreciated, for the
government failed to communicate to the public the purpose of the policies they pursued to rectify Vajiravhud's financial
extravagances.[3]

Unlike his predecessor, the king diligently read virtually all state papers that came his way, from ministerial submissions to petitions
by citizens. The king was painstaking and conscientious; he would elicit comments and suggestions from a range of experts and study
them, noting the good points in each submission, but when various options were available he would seldom be able to select one and
abandon others. He would often rely upon the Supreme Council to prod him in a particular direction.

In 1932, with the country deep in depression, the Supreme Council opted to introduce cuts in spending, civil service payrolls, and the
military budgets. The king foresaw that these policies might create discontent, especially in the army, and he therefore convened a
special meeting of officials to explain why the cuts were necessary. In his address he stated the following, "I myself know nothing at
all about finances, and all I can do is listen to the opinions of others and choose the best...If I have made a mistake, I really deserve to
be excused by the people of Siam."

No previous monarch had ever spoken so honestly. Many interpreted his words not as a frank appeal for understanding and
cooperation, but as a sign of weakness and proof that the system of rule of fallible autocrats should be abolished.[4]

King Prajadhipok turned his attention to the question of future politics in Siam. Inspired by the British example, the king wanted to
allow common people to have a say in the country's affairs with the creation of a parliament. A proposed constitution was ordered to
be drafted, but the king's wishes were rejected by his advisers. Foremost among them were Prince Damrong and Francis B. Sayre,

Coronation of King Prajadhipok inside the
Phaisan Thaksin Hall, Grand Palace on 25
February 1926.

Last absolute monarch

King Prajadhipok
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Siam's adviser in foreign affairs, who felt that the population was politically immature and
not yet ready for democracy [5]—a conclusion also reached, ironically, by the promoters of
the People's Party.[3]

However, spurred on by agitation for radical constitutional change, the king in 1926 began
moves to develop the concept of prachaphiban, or "municipality", which had emerged late
in the fifth reign as a law regarding sanitation.[6] Information was obtained regarding local
self-government in surrounding countries, and proposals to allow certain municipalities to
raise local taxes and manage their own budgets were drawn up. The fact that the public was
not sufficiently educated to make the scheme work militated against the success of this
administrative venture. Nevertheless, the idea of teaching the Siamese the concept of
democracy through a measure of decentralisation of power in municipalities had become, in
Prajadhipok's mind, fundamental to future policy making.[7] Before practical steps could be
taken, however, the absolute monarchy was suddenly brought to an end.

A small group of soldiers and civil servants
began secretly plotting to overthrow
absolute monarchy and bring a
constitutional government to the kingdom.
Their efforts culminated in an almost
bloodless "revolution" on the morning of
24 June 1932 by the self-proclaimed Khana
Ratsadon (People's Party - คณะราษฎร). While Prajadhipok was away at Klai
Kangwon Palace in Hua Hin, the plotters took control of the Ananda Samakhom
Throne Hall in Bangkok and arrested key officials (mainly princes and relatives of
the king). The People's Party demanded Prajadhipok become a constitutional
monarch and grant Thai people a constitution. In the event of a negative response,

they reserved the right to declare Siam a republic. The king immediately accepted the People's Party's request and the first
"permanent" constitution of Siam was promulgated on 10 December.

Prajadhipok returned to Bangkok on 26 June and received the coup plotters in a royal audience. As they entered the room,
Prajadhipok greeted them, saying "I rise in honour of the Khana Ratsadorn." [8][9] It was a significant gesture because, according to
previous royal rituals, monarchs were to remain seated while their subjects made obeisance. Prajadhipok was acknowledging the
changed circumstances. Absolute monarchy was finished.[3]

The king's relations with the People's Party deteriorated quickly, particularly after the ousting of Phraya Manopakorn Nititada as
prime minister by the Khana Ratsadon's leader Phraya Phahol Phonphayuhasena.

In October 1933 the maverick Prince Boworadej, a popular former minister of defence who had resigned from Prajadhipok's cabinet
in protest over the budget cuts, led an armed revolt against the government. In the Boworadet Rebellion, he mobilised several
provincial garrisons and marched on Bangkok, occupying the Don Mueang aerodome. Prince Boworadej accused the government of
being disrespectful to the monarch and of promoting communism, and demanded that government leaders resign. Boworadej had
hoped that garrisons in the Bangkok would support him, but their commander ensured that they remained loyal to the government.
The Royal Thai Navy declared itself neutral and left for its bases in the south. After heavy fighting near Don Mueang, the
ammunition-short Boworadej forces were defeated and the prince himself fled to exile in French Indochina.

King Prajadhipok in Khrui,
carrying Krabi.

Revolution of 1932

Troops on the street during the
revolution.

First constitutional monarch
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There is no evidence that Prajadhipok gave any support to the rebellion.[7][10]

Nevertheless, the insurrection diminished the king's prestige. When the revolt
began, Prajadhipok immediately informed the government that he regretted the
strife and civil disturbances. The royal couple then took refuge at Songkhla, in
the far south. The king's withdrawal from the scene was interpreted by the
Khana Ratsadorn as a failure to do his duty. By not throwing his full support
behind government forces, he had undermined their trust in him.[7]

In 1934 the Assembly voted to amend civil and military penal codes. One of
the proposed changes would allow death sentences to be carried out without
the king's approval.[11] The king protested, and in two letters submitted to the
Assembly said that ending this time-honoured custom would make the people
think that the government desired the right to sign death warrants to eliminate
political opponents. As a compromise he proposed holding a national
referendum on the issue.[12]

Many in the Assembly were angered. They felt the king was implying that the
Assembly did not actually represent the will of the people and voted to re-
affirm the penal code changes.[13]

Prajadhipok, whose relations with the Khana Ratsadorn had been deteriorating
for some time, went on a tour of Europe before visiting England for medical
treatment. He continued to correspond with the government regarding the
conditions under which he would continue to serve. As well as retaining some traditional royal prerogatives, such as granting
pardons, he was anxious to mitigate the increasingly undemocratic nature of the new regime.[10] Agreement was reached on the penal
codes, but Prajadhipok indicated he was unwilling to return home until guarantees were made for his safety, and the constitution was
amended to make the Assembly an entirely elected body. The government refused to comply, and on 14 October Prajadhipok
announced his intention to abdicate unless his requests were met.

King Prajadhipok and Adolf Hitler at

Berlin Tempelhof Airport, 1934

 

King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai

Barni with Konstantin von Neurath in

Germany, 1934

King Prajadhipok signs The Constitution of
the Siam Kingdom 1932 on 10 December
1932

King Prajadhipok trip to Europe

Abdication
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The People's Party rejected the ultimatum, and on 2 March 1935, Prajadhipok abdicated, to be replaced by Ananda Mahidol.
Prajadhipok issued a brief statement criticising the regime that included the following phrases, since often quoted by critics of
Thailand's slow political development.

“ I am willing to surrender the powers I formerly exercised to the people as a whole,
but I am not willing to turn them over to any individual or any group to use in an
autocratic manner without heeding the voice of the people. ”

As an idealistic democrat, the former king had good grounds for complaint.[2] The Executive Committee and Cabinet did not seem
eager to develop an atmosphere of debate or to be guided by resolutions of the Assembly.

Reaction to the abdication was muted. Everybody was afraid of what
might happen next. The government refrained from challenging any
assertions in the king's abdication statement for fear of arousing further
controversy. Opponents of the government kept quiet because they felt
intimidated and forsaken by the king whom they regarded as the only
person capable of standing up to the regime. In other words, the
absolutism of the monarchy had been replaced by that of the People's
Party, with the military looming in the wings as the ultimate arbiter of
power.[3]

Prajadhipok spent the rest of his life with Queen Rambhai Barni in England.
At the time of abdication, the couple was living at Knowle House, in Surrey,
just outside London. However, this house was not suitable considering his
health, so they moved to Glen Pammant, still in Surrey, a smaller house, but
with more walking space. They remained there for two years. The couple had
no children, but adopted the infant grandson of one of King Chulalongkorn's
full brothers. The adopted son, Prince Jirasakdi, would later serve as a pilot in
Britain's Air Transport Auxiliary. He died when the plane he was flying
crashed in 1942.

They moved again to Vane Court, the oldest house in the village of Biddenden
in Kent. He led a peaceful life there, gardening in the morning and writing his
autobiography in the afternoon.

In 1938 the royal couple moved to Compton House, in the village of
Wentworth in Virginia Water, Surrey.

Due to bombing by the German Luftwaffe in 1940, the couple again moved,
first to a small house in Devon, and then to Lake Vyrnwy Hotel in Powys,
Wales, where the former king suffered a heart attack.

The couple returned to Compton House, as he expressed his preference to die
there. King Prajadhipok died from heart failure on 30 May 1941.

His cremation was held at the Golders Green Crematorium in North London. It was a simple affair attended by just Queen Ramphai
and a handful of close relatives. Queen Ramphaiphanni stayed at Compton House for a further eight years before she returned to
Thailand in 1949, bringing the king's ashes back with her.

Completed only up to the point when he was 25, the king's autobiography was left unfinished.

Prajadhipok looking outside a train

Life after abdication

King Prajadhipok and Queen Rambhai
Barni with British Premier Ramsay
Macdonald at Number 10 Downing Street
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 
(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

Styles of 

Among the recent Chakri monarchs, particularly Chulalongkorn and Bhumibol, Prajadhipok emerged with relatively little
revisionistic detraction. He was a hard-working, effective administrator who was intellectually equal to the demands of his office, and
whose main failing was to underestimate the Bangkok elite's growing demand for power. As late as his death in exile, many, as the
historian David K. Wyatt puts it, "would have agreed with his judgement that a move towards democracy in 1932 was premature."
[10]

A Statue of the King in

Sukhothai Thammathirat

Open University,

Nonthaburi

 

King Rama VII statue at

Parliament House of

Thailand

8 November 1893 – 4 March 1905: His Royal Highness Prince
Prajadhipok Sakdidej
4 March 1905 – 26 November 1925 : His Royal Highness Prince
Prajadhipok Sakdidej, Prince of Sukhothai
26 November 1925 – 2 March 1935: His Majesty The King of Siam
2 March 1935 – 30 May 1941: His Royal Highness Prince Prajadhipok
Sakdidej, Prince of Sukhothai
24 May 1949 – present: His Majesty King Prajadhipok (Posthumous
title)

 Thailand Knight Grand Cordon of Order of the Royal House of Chakri

 Thailand Knight Grand Cordon of Order of the Nine Gems

 Thailand Knight Grand Cordon of Order of Chula Chom Klao

 Denmark Knights of the Order of the Elephant

 Kingdom of Italy Order of the Most Holy Annunciation BAR.svg

 Kingdom of Italy Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Saints Maurice and
Lazarus

Legacy

Tributes to Prajadhipok
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King Prajadhipok
Rama VII of Siam

Reference
style

His Royal Majesty

Spoken style Your Royal
Majesty

Alternative
style

Sir

 Kingdom of Italy Knight Grand Cross of Order of the Crown of Italy
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Prajadhipok's coronation at YouTube by the Thai Film Archive
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Ananda Mahidol  
พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรเมนทรมหาอา

นันทมหิดล
King Rama VIII

King of Siam

Reign 2 March 1935 – 9 June 1946

Predecessor Prajadhipok (Rama VII)

Successor Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX)

Regent Regency Council (1935–1944) 

Pridi Banomyong (1944–1945)

Prime Ministers

Phot Phahonyothin 

Plaek Pibulsonggram 

Khuang Abhaiwongse 

Tawee Boonyaket 

Seni Pramoj 

Pridi Banomyong

Born 20 September 1925 
Heidelberg, Republic of
Baden, Weimar Republic

Died 9 June 1946 (aged 20) 
Boromphiman Throne Hall,
Grand Palace, Bangkok,
Siam

Burial 29 March 1950 
Royal Crematorium, Sanam
Luang, Bangkok, Thailand

Ananda Mahidol
Ananda Mahidol (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรเมนทรมหาอานันท
มหิดล; RTGS: Ananthamahidon; 20 September 1925 – 9 June 1946) was
the eighth monarch of Thailand from the Chakri dynasty as Rama
VIII. At the time he was recognised as king by the National Assembly
in March 1935, he was a nine-year-old boy living in Switzerland. He
returned to Thailand in December 1945, but six months later in June
1946, he was found shot dead in his bed. Although at first thought to
have been an accident, his death was ruled a murder by medical
examiners, and three royal pages were later executed following very
irregular trials. The mysterious circumstances surrounding his death
have been the subject of much controversy.

1  Name

2  Early life

3  Circumstances of succession

4  Reign
4.1  World War II
4.2  Post-war

5  Death
5.1  Events of 9 June 1946
5.2  Aftermath
5.3  Alternative explanations of the death

5.3.1  Bhumibol Adulyadej
5.3.2  
Seni Pramoj and the Democrat Party
5.3.3  Pridi Phanomyong
5.3.4  Plaek Pibulsonggram
5.3.5  Keith Simpson
5.3.6  William Stevenson
5.3.7  Rayne Kruger
5.3.8  Paul Handley

6  Tributes to King Ananda

7  Titles and styles

8  Ancestors

9  See also

10  References

11  External links

See list

Contents

Name

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King_Ananda_Mahidol_portrait_photograph.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prajadhipok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhumibol_Adulyadej
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regent_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regent_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pridi_Banomyong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phot_Phahonyothin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plaek_Pibulsonggram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khuang_Abhaiwongse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawee_Boonyaket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seni_Pramoj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pridi_Banomyong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heidelberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Baden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weimar_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangkok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanam_Luang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thai_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Thai_General_System_of_Transcription
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chakri_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland


House Mahidol (Chakri Dynasty)

Father Mahidol Adulyadej, Prince of
Songkla

Mother Sirnagarindra, The Princess
Mother

Religion Buddhism

Signature

"Ananda Mahidol" (Thai: อานันทมหิดล) is one word in Thai and is
his given name. King Vajiravudh, his uncle, sent a telegram on 13
October 1925 giving him this name. It is pronounced "Ananta
Mahidon" and means "the joy of Mahidol" (his father). When he held
his birth rank of "mom chao—"the lowest rank of Thai princes—he
used the surname "Mahidol", his father's given name. His full name
and title was thus, "Mom Chao Ananda Mahidol Mahidol" (Thai:
หมอมเจาอานันทมหิดล มหิดล). His full royal name was "Phra Bat
Somdet Phra Poramenthra Maha Ananda Mahidol Phra Atthama
Ramathibodindara" (Thai: พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรเมนทรมหาอานันทมหิดลฯ พระ
อัฐมรามาธิบดินทร); RTGS: —Ananthamahidon Phra Atthamaramathibodin), or
"Rama VIII".

Prince Ananda Mahidol was born in
Heidelberg, Germany. He was the
first son of Prince Mahidol
Adulyadej of Songkhla (son of
King Chulalongkorn) and Mom
Sangwan (last title Somdej Phra Sri
Nakarindhara
Boromaratchachonnani) who were
studying there at the time.

He went with his parents to Paris,
Lausanne, and then to Massachusetts, when in 1927, his uncle, King Prajadhipok,
issued a royal edict elevating him to the higher princely class of Phra Worawong
Ther Phra Ong Chao (this edict also benefited other "Mom Chao" who were the
children of Chao Fa and their commoner wives, among them his elder sister Mom
Chao Galyani Vadhana and his younger brother who was born later that year Phra

Worawong Ther Phra Ong Chao Bhumibol Adulyadej).

The family returned to Thailand in 1928 after Prince Mahidol finished his medical studies at Harvard University. Prince Mahidol died
at age 37 in 1929, when Ananda Mahidol was just four years old. His widowed mother was thus left to raise her family alone.

A revolution in 1932 ended the absolute monarchy and raised the possibility that King Prajadhipok might abdicate. Queen Savang
Vadhana, his grandmother, was concerned about Prince Ananda Mahidol's safety, since he was one of the likely heirs to the throne. It
was then suggested that Mom Sangwal and her children return to Lausanne, and when they did so in 1933, the official reason given
was for the health and further education of the princes.

Prince Ananda Mahidol spent most of his youth in Switzerland. However, when King Prajadhipok's abdication appeared imminent,
the prince's mother was approached by a member of the government, asking for her opinion about Ananda Mahidol succeeding as
monarch.

See also King Prajadhipok's circumstance of succession

King Ananda Mahidol

Early life

King Rama VIII (Ananda Mahidol)
and HRH Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej
(later King Rama IX) with their
grandmother, Queen Savang
Vadhana, in 1938. Photo by HRH
Prince Rangsit Prayursakdi, the
Prince of Jainad (Chainat).
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King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) abdicated in 1935 due to political quarrels
with the new quasi-democratic government as well as health problems.
The king decided to abstain from exercising his prerogative to name a
successor to the throne. By that time, the crown had already passed from
Prince Mahidol's line to that of his half-brother's when his eldest full
brother, Crown Prince Maha Vajirunhis, died as a teenager during King
Chulalongkorn's reign. A half-brother, Prince Vajiravudh (as the next
eldest) replaced Prince Vajirunhis as the crown prince. He eventually
succeeded to the throne in 1910 as King Rama VI. In 1924 the king
instituted the Palace Law of Succession in order to govern subsequent
successions. The law gave priority to the children of his mother Queen
Regent Saovabha Phongsri over the children of King Chulalongkorn's two
other royal wives. The law was enacted on the death of King Vajiravudh
in 1925 and the crown passed to his youngest brother, Prince Prajadhipok
of Sukhothai.

Offering the throne to Prince Prajadhipok was not without a debate. In doing
so, another candidate was bypassed: Prince Chula Chakrabongse, son of the
late Field Marshal Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath of Phitsanulok, who before
his death had been the heir-apparent to King Vajiravudh. It was questioned
whether the Succession Law enacted by King Vajiravudh actually barred
Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath (and for that matter, Prince Chula
Chakrabongse) from succession on the grounds that he married a foreigner
(Russian). However, his marriage had taken place before this law was enacted
and had been endorsed by King Chulalongkorn himself. There was no clear
resolution, but in the end the many candidates were passed over and Prince
Prajadhipok was enthroned.

When King Prajadhipok later abdicated, since he was the last remaining son of
Queen Saovabha, the crown went back to the sons of the queen whose rank
was next to hers: Queen Savang Vadhana, mother of the late Crown Prince
Vajirunahis. Besides the late crown prince, she had two more sons who
survived to adulthood: Prince Sommatiwongse Varodaya of Nakhon Si Thammarat, who had died without a son in 1899, and Prince
Mahidol who, although deceased, had two living sons. It thus appeared that Prince Ananda Mahidol would be the first person in the
royal line of succession.

Nevertheless, the same debate over the half-foreign Prince Chula Chakrabongse occurred again. It was argued that King Vajiravudh
had virtually exempted the prince's father from the ban in the Succession Law, and the crown might thus be passed to him.

However, since the kingdom was now governed under a constitution, it was the cabinet that would decide. Opinion was split on the
right to succession of Prince Chula Chakrabongse. A key figure was Pridi Phanomyong, who persuaded the cabinet that the Law
should be interpreted as excluding the prince from succession, and that Prince Ananda Mahidol should be the next king. It also
appeared more convenient for the government to have a monarch who was only nine years old and studying in Switzerland. On 2
March 1935, Prince Ananda Mahidol was elected by the National Assembly and the Thai government to succeed his uncle, King
Prajadhipok, as the eighth king of the Chakri Dynasty.

As the new king was still a child and was then studying in Switzerland, the National Assembly appointed Colonel Prince
Anuwatjaturong, Lieutenant Commander Prince Artit Thip-apa, and Chao Phraya Yommaraj (Pun Sukhum) as his regents.

Thirteen year old King Ananda of Siam (left),
and his brother Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej
(right), inspect a model train presented to him
at Saranrom Park in Bangkok in 1938.

King Ananda and Prince Bhumibol
interesting of the artillery of HTMS
Maeklong

Reign
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In 1938, at age thirteen, Ananda Mahidol visited the Kingdom of Siam for the first time
as its monarch. The king was accompanied during his visit by his mother and his
younger brother, Bhumibol Adulyadej. Field Marshal Plaek Pibulsonggram was prime
minister at the time and during most of Ananda Mahidol's brief reign (Pibulsonggram is
remembered for being a military dictator and, in 1939, for changing the name of the
country from Siam to Thailand). Late in 1940, Pibulsonggram involved Thailand in the
indecisive "Franco–Thai War" against the Vichy forces in French Indochina.

On 8 December 1941, in concert with the attack on Pearl Harbor, Japanese forces
invaded and occupied Thailand. Ananda Mahidol was away from the country, as he had
returned to Switzerland to complete his studies, and Pridi Phanomyong served as regent
in his absence. From 24 January 1942, occupied Thailand became a formal ally of the
Empire of Japan and a member of the Axis. Under Plaek Pibulsonggram, Thailand
declared war on the Allied powers. The regent refused to sign the declaration and it was

thus legally invalid. Many members of the Thai government, including the Siamese embassy in Japan, acted as de facto spies in the
Seri Thai underground on the side of the Allies, funnelling secret information to British intelligence and the US Office of Strategic
Services. By 1944, it was apparent that Japan was going to lose the war. Bangkok suffered heavily from the Allied bombing raids.
These, plus economic hardships, made the war and the government of Plaek Pibulsonggram very unpopular. In July, Plaek
Pibulsonggram was ousted by the Seri Thai-infiltrated government. The National Assembly reconvened and appointed the liberal
lawyer Khuang Aphaiwong prime minister. Japan surrendered on 15 August 1945, and Allied military responsibility for Thailand fell
to Britain.

Only after the end of World War II could Ananda Mahidol return to Thailand.
He returned for a second visit in December 1945 with a degree in law. Despite
his youth and inexperience, he quickly won the hearts of the Thai people, who
had continued to revere the monarchy through the upheavals of the 1930s and
1940s. The Thai were delighted to have their king amongst them once again.
One of his well-remembered activities was a highly successful visit to
Bangkok's Chinatown Sampheng Lane (ซอยสําเพ็ง), which was intended to
defuse the post-war tensions that lingered between Bangkok's ethnic Chinese
and Thai people.[1]

Foreign observers, however, believed that Ananda Mahidol did not really want
to be king and felt his reign would not last long. Louis Mountbatten, Earl
Mountbatten of Burma, the British commander in Southeast Asia, visited Bangkok in January 1946 and described the king as "a
frightened, short-sighted boy, his sloping shoulders and thin chest behung with gorgeous diamond-studded decorations, altogether a
pathetic and lonely figure". At a public function, Mountbatten wrote: "[H]is nervousness increased to such an alarming extent, that I
came very close to support him in case he passed out".

On 9 June 1946, the king was found shot dead in his bedroom in the Boromphiman Throne Hall (a modern residential palace located
in the Grand Palace), only four days before he was scheduled to return to Switzerland to finish his doctoral degree in law at the
University of Lausanne.
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World War II
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King Ananda Mahidol and Louis
Mountbatten in 19 January 1946
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 
(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

Keith Simpson, pathologist to the British Home Office and founding chairman of the
Department of Forensic Medicine at Guy's Hospital in London, performed a forensic
analysis of the king's death and recounted the following sequence of events on the
morning of 9 June 1946:[2]

06:00: Ananda was awakened by his mother.
07:30: His page, But Patthamasarin, came on duty and began preparing
a breakfast table on a balcony adjoining the king's dressing room.
08:30: But saw the king standing in his dressing room. He brought the
king his customary glass of orange juice a few minutes later. However,
by then the king had gone back to bed and refused the juice.
08:45: The king's other page, Chit Singhaseni, appeared, saying he had
been called to measure the King's medals and decorations on behalf of
a jeweller who was making a case for them.
09:00: Prince Bhumibol Adulyadej visited King Ananda. He said afterwards that he had found the king dozing in his
bed.
09:20: A single shot rang out from the king's bedroom. Chit ran in and then ran out along the corridor to the
apartment of the king's mother, crying "The King's shot himself!" The king's mother followed Chit into the king's
bedroom and found the king lying face up in bed, bloodied from a wound to the head.[2]

An initial radio announcement on 9 June surmised that the king was accidentally
killed while toying with his pistol.[3]

Soon after the death, the Democrat Party spread rumours that Pridi Banomyong was
behind the death.[4]

In October 1946, a Commission of Inquiry reported that the king's death could not
have been accidental, but that neither suicide nor murder was satisfactorily proved.

In November 1947, Field Marshal Plaek Pibulsonggram staged a coup against the
elected government of Pridi, appointed Democrat Party leader Khuang Aphaiwong
as Prime Minister, and ordered a trial. King Ananda's secretary, Senator Chaleo
Patoomros, and the pages, But and Chit, were arrested and charged with conspiracy
to murder the king.

The trial began in August 1948. Prior to the trial, Pibulsonggram admitted to U.S.
Ambassador Edwin Stanton that he was doubtful that the trial would resolve the
mystery of Ananda Mahidol's death.[4] The prosecution's case was supported by 124
witnesses and such voluminous documentary evidence that defence counsel asked
for an adjournment to give them time to consider it. When this was refused the
counsel resigned, and new counsel was found. Later, two of the defence counsel
were arrested and charged with treason. Of the remaining two, one resigned, leaving
only a single young lawyer for the defence, Fak Na Songkhla. Towards the end of
the case he was joined by Chaleo Patoomros's daughter, who had just graduated.

The lengthy trial finally ended in May 1951. The court ruled that King Ananda had
been assassinated, but that Chaleo had not been proved guilty and that neither of the
pages could have fired the fatal shot. However, they found Chit guilty of being party
to the crime. The charges against Chaleo and But were dismissed and they were released.

Events of 9 June 1946

The Boromphiman Throne Hall in the
Grand Palace. The king's bedroom is
on the upper floor.
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Chit appealed against his conviction, and the prosecution appealed against the acquittal of Chaleo and But. After fifteen months of
deliberation the Appeals Court dismissed Chit's appeal, and also found But guilty.

Chit and But appealed to the Supreme Court, which deliberated for ten more months before finally upholding both convictions, and
this time convicting Chaleo as well.

In February 1955, Chaleo Patoomros and both pages were executed by Pibulsonggram's government on charges of conspiracy to kill
the king. King Bhumibol Adulyadej later said that he did not believe they were guilty.[4]

The king's death is still seen as a mystery. The subject is never openly discussed in Thailand, though numerous books have been
written about it in Thai. All the principals known to be related in any way to the death are now deceased.

On 15 June 1946, American Chargé d'affaires Charles Yost met with Foreign Minister Direk Jayanama, who had just had an audience
with the new king, Bhumibol Adulyadej. In his report to the US State Department, Yost noted,

King Bhumiphol... informed the Foreign Minister that he considered the [widely circulated] rumors [on the late King's
death] absurd, that he knew his brother well and that he was certain that his death had been accidental... What the King
said to Direk does not necessarily represent what he really believes, it is nevertheless interesting that he made so
categorical a statement to the Foreign Minister.[4]

In 1948, Pinit Intaratood, who had just appointed as the police officer in charge, went to the Villa Vadhana in Lausanne to question
King Bhumibol. During the inquiry, the king looked gloomy, so Pinit decided to ask for forgiveness. The king was smiling and says:

I can't, even for a moment, stop missing him. I would have thought that we will never be apart throughout my lifetime. It
was our destiny. I've never thought of being the king, only want to be his brother.[5]

However, in an 1980 BBC documentary, Bhumibol stated that although the court ruled that the death was 'proven' not an accident,
"one doesn't know." He noted in English:

The investigation provided the fact that he died with a bullet wound in his forehead. It was proved that it was not an
accident and not a suicide. One doesn’t know. ... But what happened is very mysterious, because immediately much of the
evidence was just shifted. And because it was political, so everyone was political, even the police were political, [it was]
not very clear.

I only know [that] when I arrived he was dead. Many people wanted to advance not theories but facts to clear up the
affair. They were suppressed. And they were suppressed by influential people in this country and in international
politics.[6]

Seni Pramoj and the Democrat Party spread rumours that Pridi was behind the death. Yost noted in a US State Department
communication:

"... Within forty-eight hours after the death of the late King, two relatives of Seni Pramoj, first his nephew and later his
wife, came to the Legation and stated categorically their conviction that the King had been assassinated at the instigation
of the Prime Minister (Pridi Phanomyong). It was of course clear that they had been sent by Seni. I felt it necessary to

Alternative explanations of the death

Bhumibol Adulyadej

Seni Pramoj and the Democrat Party
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state to both of them in the strongest terms, in order to make it perfectly clear that this Legation could not be drawn into
Siamese political intrigues, that I did not believe these stories and that I considered the circulation at this time of fantastic
rumors un-supported by a shred of evidence to be wholly in-excusable. The British Minister informed me this morning
that he had also been approached by several members of the Opposition to whom he had stated that he accepted the
official account of the King's death and that he would not be drawn into any further discussion of the matter.[4]

On 14 June 1946, Yost met with Pridi Phanomyong and made the following report to the US State Department:

"[Pridi spoke] very frankly about the whole situation and ascribed the King's death to an accident, but it was obvious that
the possibility of suicide was at the back of his mind. [Pridi] was violently angry at the accusations of foul play leveled
against himself and most bitter in the manner in which he alleged (without doubt justly) that the Royal Family and the
Opposition, particularly Seni Pramoj and Phra Sudhiat, had prejudiced the King and especially the Princess Mother
against him."[4]

After overthrowing Pridi Banomyong in a coup, Field Marshal Plaek Pibulsonggram told US Ambassador Edwin Stanton that he
"personally doubted whether Nai Pridi was directly involved for two reasons: firstly, ... Pridi is a very clever politician and secondly,
... he has a 'kind heart'." Pibul concluded to the Ambassador that "he did not think [Pridi] would cause anybody to be murdered.
Pibul's wife, present in the meeting, seconded her husband's observations. However, Pibul noted that it was possible that Pridi had
covered up or destroyed some of the evidence to protect the successor, Bhumibol Adulyadej.[4]

Keith Simpson, a forensic pathologist who investigated the king's death, found it highly unlikely that the death was due to suicide,
noting that:

The pistol was found by the king's left hand, but he was right-handed.
The direction of bullet fired was not inward towards the centre of the head.
The wound, over the left eye, was not in one of the elective sites, nor a "contact" discharge.
The king was killed while lying flat on his back. Simpson noted that in twenty years' experience he had never known
of any suicide shooting himself while lying flat on his back.[2]

An account of the death is given in William Stevenson's The Revolutionary King, written with the co-operation of King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. This account exculpates those executed and suggests that Ananda Mahidol was murdered by Tsuji Masanobu. Masanobu
was a former Japanese intelligence officer who had been active in Thailand during the war and, at the time of Ananda Mahidol's
death, was hiding out in Thailand for fear of being prosecuted for his war crimes.

It is clear from Stevenson's account that Ananda Mahidol could not have killed himself, either by suicide (as is sometimes suggested)
or by accident. He was found lying on his back in his bed, not wearing his glasses, without which he was almost blind. He had a
small bullet wound in his forehead and a somewhat larger exit wound in the back of his head. His pistol, a Colt .45 given him by a
former US Army officer, was not nearby. The M1911 Colt is not especially prone to accidental discharge; it will fire only if
considerable pressure is applied to the safety plate at the back of the butt at the same time as the trigger is depressed. It is a heavy
pistol and awkward to use by an untrained person. It would have been almost impossible for Ananda Mahidol, a frail 20-year-old, to
lie on his back and shoot himself in the forehead with such a weapon. Had he done so, the impact, according to forensics experts,

Pridi Phanomyong

Plaek Pibulsonggram

Keith Simpson

William Stevenson
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Styles of 

would have blown his skull apart, not caused the small wounds seen by many witnesses. Stevenson writes that no cartridge case was
found, and subsequent inquiries ordered by King Bhumibol, but suppressed by later governments, found that the Colt had not been
fired.[7]

Another account, which concluded that Ananda Mahidol's death was the result of suicide, was explored by journalist Rayne Kruger in
his book, The Devil's Discus.[8] The book is banned in Thailand. However, a website[9] by a Thai writer has provided a summary of
Kruger's arguments, and it links to other material about the death. Kruger, who had unprecedented access to members of the inner
circle of the Thai royal family (although these contacts had to remain unidentified), drew the conclusion that Ananda's death was
most probably an 'accidental suicide'. Thus, said Kruger, it appears the sad, most likely accidental, death of the young king was
exploited for the purposes of a political vendetta, and that three innocent victims were executed to maintain the façade.

Paul Handley, author of a biography of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, wrote that either suicide or an accidental shooting by Prince
Bhumibol was responsible for the king's death:[10]:77-78 "I have no idea whether Ananda shot himself or was killed by Bhumibol, the
two possibilities most accepted among historians. If the latter, I clearly term it an accident that occurred in play".[11]
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King Ananda Mahidol  
Rama VIII of Thailand

Reference
style

His Royal Majesty

Spoken style Your Royal
Majesty

Alternative
style

Sir

8 November 1927 – 25 December 1935: His Highness Prince Ananda
Mahidol
2 March 1935 – 9 June 1946: His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol

Ancestors of Ananda Mahidol

   

   

   

   

     

 16. Buddha Loetla Nabhalai (Rama II)  (=20.)
 

     

 8. Mongkut (Rama IV)  (=10.)
 

 

   

     

 17. Sri Suriyendra  (=21.)
 

     

 4. Chulalongkorn (Rama V)
 

 

   

   

     

 18. Prince Sririwongse, the Prince Matayapitaksa
 

     

 9. Debsirindra
 

 

   

     

 19. Noi Siriwongse Na A yudhaya
 

     

 2. Mahidol Adulyadej
 

 

   

   

   

     

 20. Buddha Loetla Nabhalai (Rama II)  (=16.)
 

 
    

 10. Mongkut (Rama IV)  (=8.)
 

 

   

     

 21. Sri Suriyendra  (=17.)
 

     

 5. Savang Vadhana
 

 

   

   

     

 22. Lord Asasamdeang (T ang Sucharitakul)
 

     

 11. Piam Sucharitakul
 

 

   

     

 23. Dame Sucharitthamrong (Nag Sucharitakul)
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 3. Sangwan Talapat
 

 

   

           

 7. Kham Chukramol
 

 

   

        

 15. Pha
 

 

        

History of Thailand (1932–1973)
French-Thai War
Japanese invasion of Thailand
Free Thai Movement

Ancestors

See also

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King%27s_Standard_of_Thailand.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Style_(manner_of_address)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Majesty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddha_Loetla_Nabhalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongkut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Suriyendra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chulalongkorn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debsirindra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahidol_Adulyadej
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddha_Loetla_Nabhalai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongkut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Suriyendra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savang_Vadhana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srinagarindra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Thailand_(1932%E2%80%931973)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French-Thai_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_invasion_of_Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Thai_Movement


Rama VIII Bridge
King Bhumibol Adulyadej

Bowring, Philip (10 February 2005). "The Revolutionary King". International Herald Tribune. Archived from the
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Bhumibol Adulyadej
ภูมิพลอดุลยเดช

King Rama IX

King of Thailand

Reign 9 June 1946 – 13
October 2016

Coronation 5 May 1950

Predecessor Ananda Mahidol

Successor Vajiralongkorn

Prime Ministers

Pridi Banomyong 

Thawan

Thamrongnawasawat 

Khuang Aphaiwong 

Plaek

Phibunsongkhram 

Pote Sarasin 

Thanom Kittikachorn 

Sarit Thanarat 

Thanom Kittikachorn 

Sanya Dharmasakti 

Seni Pramoj 

Kukrit Pramoj 

Seni Pramoj 

Thanin Kraivichien 

Sangad Chaloryu

(Acting) 

Kriangsak Chamanan 

Prem Tinsulanonda 

Bhumibol Adulyadej
Bhumibol Adulyadej (Thai: ภูมิพลอดุลยเดช; RTGS: Phumiphon Adunyadet;
pronounced [pʰūː.mí.pʰōn ʔā.dūn.jā.dèː t] (  listen); see full title below; 5 December

1927 – 13 October 2016), conferred with the title King Bhumibol the Great in
1987,[1][2][3][4] was the ninth monarch of Thailand from the Chakri dynasty as
Rama IX. Reigning since 9 June 1946 he was, at the time of his death, the world's
longest-serving head of state,[5] the longest-reigning monarch in Thai history and
the longest-serving monarch having reigned only as an adult, serving for 70 years,
126 days.[6] During his reign, he was served by a total of 30 prime ministers
beginning with Pridi Banomyong and ending with Prayut Chan-o-cha.[7]

In 1957, a military coup overthrew the government of Field Marshal Plaek
Phibunsongkhram with allegations of lèse-majesté,[8]:136–137 [9] which is an
offense against the dignity of the monarch, punishable under Thai law.[10] This
began a new and long-lasting relationship between the monarch and military,[11]

leading the king to condone the Thammasat University massacre in defense of his
throne, and support a series of military dictatorships.[8][12] Although Bhumibol
did invite public criticism in a 2005 speech,[13] the lèse majesté laws have not
been revoked by the Thai parliament.

Forbes estimated Bhumibol's fortune – including property and investments
managed by the Crown Property Bureau, a unique body that is neither private nor
government-owned (the assets managed by the Bureau are owned by the crown as
an institution, not by the monarch as an individual[14]) – to be US$30 billion in
2010, and he headed the magazine's list of the "world's richest royals" from 2008
to 2013.[15][16][17] In May 2014, Bhumibol's wealth was once again listed as
US$30 billion.[18]

After 2006, Bhumibol suffered declining health and spent extended periods at
Siriraj Hospital, where he died on 13 October 2016. He was generally highly
revered by the people in Thailand[10][19] – many even saw him as close to
divine.[20][21] Notable political activists and Thai citizens who criticized the king
or the institution of monarchy were often forced into exile or to suffer frequent
imprisonments.[22][23][24][25][26] His cremation was held on 26 October 2017 at
the royal crematorium at Sanam Luang.[27]

His successor, Vajiralongkorn, does not share his popularity, leading to concerns
that the Thai monarchy will lose prestige and influence under the latter's
reign.[28][29]
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Bhumibol's U.S. birth certificate reads simply "Baby Songkla", as the parents had
to consult his uncle, King Rama VII (Prajadhipok), then head of the House of
Chakri, for an auspicious name. The king chose a name of Sanskrit origin,
Bhumibol Adulyadej (Devanagari: भूिमबल अतु�यतेज, IAST: Bhūmibala

Atulyateja), a compound of Bhūmi (भूिम), meaning "Land"; Bala (बल), meaning
"Strength" or "Power"; Atulya (अतु�य), meaning "Incomparable"; and Tej (तेज),
meaning "Power". Thus, Bhūmibala Atulyateja, or Bhumibol Adulyadej as it is
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Bhumibol Adulyadej's voice

transliterated in Thai, literally means "Strength of the Land, Incomparable Power".

Bhumibol was born at Cambridge Hospital (now Mount Auburn Hospital) in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the United States, on 5 December 1927.[30] He was
the youngest son of Prince Mahidol Adulyadej, the Prince of Songkla, and his
commoner wife Mom Sangwan (later Princess Srinagarindra, the Princess
Mother). His father was enrolled in the public health program at Harvard
University, which is why Bhumibol was the only monarch to be born in the
US.[31]:46–47  Bhumibol had an older sister, Princess Galyani Vadhana, and an
older brother, Prince Ananda Mahidol.

Bhumibol came to Thailand
in 1928, after his father
obtained a certificate from
Harvard. His father died of
kidney failure in September
1929, when Bhumibol was
less than two years
old.[31]:62 He briefly
attended Mater Dei school
in Bangkok, but in 1933 his
mother took her family to
Switzerland, where he
continued his education at
the École nouvelle de la

Suisse romande in Lausanne. In 1934
Bhumibol was given his first camera,
which ignited his lifelong enthusiasm
for photography.[31]:67 When
Bhumibol's childless uncle Prajadhipok abdicated in 1935, his nine-year-old brother Ananda
became the new King Rama VIII. However, the family remained in Switzerland and the
affairs of the head of state were conducted by a regency council. They returned to Thailand for
only two months in 1938. In 1942, Bhumibol became a jazz enthusiast, and started to play the
saxophone, a passion that he kept throughout his life.[31]:73–74  He received the baccalauréat
des lettres (high-school diploma with a major in French literature, Latin, and Greek) from the
Gymnase Classique Cantonal of Lausanne, and by 1945 had begun studying sciences at the
University of Lausanne, when World War II ended and the family was able to return to
Thailand.[30]

Bhumibol ascended the throne following the death by gunshot wound of his brother, King Ananda Mahidol, on 9 June 1946, under
circumstances that remain unclear. While a first government statement stated that Ananda had accidentally shot himself,[8]:76–77  an
investigation committee ruled this was virtually impossible.[8]:87 Two palace aides were eventually convicted of regicide and
executed. A third possibility, that Bhumibol accidentally shot his brother while the brothers played with their pistols, was never
seriously considered, despite the British official investigation's chronology placing Bhumibol as being the last visitor to the sleeping
king's bedroom 20 minutes prior to the shot.[8]:77–78

0:00

Bhumibol's signature in 1952 Amendment
to the Thai Constitution of 1932, signed as
"Somdet Phra Poraminthra Maha
Bhumibol Adulyadej Sayaminthrathirat
Borommanatbophit"

Early life

Bhumibol (centre) with his mother and
siblings Ananda Mahidol (left) and
Galyani Vadhana (right)

Bhumibol in 1945

Succession and marriage

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sirindhorn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chulabhorn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:House_of_Mahidol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chakri_Dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahidol_Adulyadej
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srinagarindra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Signature_of_Bhumibol_Adulyadej_in_English.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B3%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%88_9_%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B3%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%81%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%87%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B3%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%B7%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%98%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%93%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%90%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A1_17-12-2502.ogg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thai_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Auburn_Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge,_Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahidol_Adulyadej
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thai_royal_and_noble_titles#Mom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srinagarindra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accidental_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galyani_Vadhana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Mahidol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mater_Dei_School_(Thailand)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangkok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89cole_nouvelle_de_la_Suisse_romande
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lausanne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baccalaur%C3%A9at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lausanne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Lausanne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Mahidol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regicide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Signature_of_King_Bhumibol_Adulyadej_in_Thai_Constitution_of_1932_(1952_edition).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Signature_of_King_Bhumibol_Adulyadej_in_Thai_Constitution_of_1932_(1952_edition).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mom_Sangwal_and_children.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srinagarindra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Mahidol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galyani_Vadhana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:King_Bhumibol_Adulyadej_Portrait-1945.jpg


Bhumibol succeeded his brother, but returned to Switzerland before the end of the
100-day mourning period. Despite his interest in science and technology, he changed
his major and enrolled in law and political science to prepare for his duties as head
of state. His uncle, Rangsit, Prince of Chainat, was appointed Prince Regent. In
Bhumibol's name, Prince Rangsit authorized a military coup that overthrew the
government of Thamrongnawasawat in November 1947.[8]:88 The regent also
signed the 1949 constitution, which returned to the monarchy many of the powers it
had lost by the 1932 Revolution.[8]:91–93

In December 1946, the Siamese government allocated several hundred thousand
dollars for the ceremonial cremation of the remains of the late King Ananda, a
necessary preliminary to the coronation of Bhumibol who was required by religious
custom to light the funeral pyre. Unsettled conditions in 1947 following a coup d'état
resulted in a postponement, and court astrologers determined that 2 March 1949 was the most auspicious date.[32]

While doing his degree in Switzerland, Bhumibol visited Paris frequently. It was in Paris that he first met Mom Rajawongse Sirikit
Kitiyakara, daughter of the Thai ambassador to France (Nakkhatra Mangala) and a great-granddaughter of King Chulalongkorn and
thus a cousin of Bhumibol. She was then 15 years old and training to be a concert pianist.[32][33]

On 4 October 1948, while Bhumibol was driving a Fiat Topolino on the Geneva-Lausanne road, he collided with the rear of a braking
truck 10 km outside Lausanne. He injured his back, suffered paralysis in half of his face and incurred cuts on his face that cost him
the sight of his right eye.[8]:104[34] Both the royal cremation and coronation had to be postponed once more.[32] While he was
hospitalised in Lausanne, Sirikit visited him frequently. She met his mother, who asked her to continue her studies nearby so that
Bhumibol could get to know her better. Bhumibol selected for her a boarding school in Lausanne, Riante Rive.[35] A quiet
engagement in Lausanne followed on 19 July 1949, and they were married on 28 April 1950, just a week before his coronation. Their
wedding was described by The New York Times as “the shortest, simplest royal wedding ever held in the land of gilded elephants and
white umbrellas”. The ceremony was performed by Bhumibol's ageing grandmother, Savang Vadhana.[32]

Bhumibol and Sirikit have four children:

(Formerly HRH) Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya, born 5 April 1951 in Lausanne, Switzerland; married Peter Ladd
Jensen (now divorced), and has two daughters. Her son, Bhumi Jensen, was killed in the tsunami caused by the
2004 Indian Ocean earthquake.[36][37]

King Maha Vajiralongkorn, born 28 July 1952; married Mom Luang Soamsawali Kitiyakara (later divorced and
became HRH the Princess Niece); one daughter. Then married Yuvadhida Polpraserth (later divorced); four sons
and a daughter. Third marriage was to Srirasmi Suwadee (now divorced); one son.
HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, born 2 April 1955; never married, no issue
HRH Princess Chulabhorn Walailak, born 4 July 1957; married Virayudh Tishyasarin, (now divorced); two daughters

After presiding over the long-delayed, ceremonial cremation of his brother Ananda Mahidol, Bhumibol was crowned King of
Thailand on 5 May 1950 in the Baisal Daksin Throne Hall in the Grand Palace in Bangkok. It was the first coronation ceremony of a
Thai sovereign to rule under the system of constitutional monarchy.[32] During the ceremony, he pledged that he would "reign with
righteousness for the benefit and happiness of the Siamese people" ("เราจะครองแผนดินโดยธรรม เพื่อประโยชนสุขแหงมหาชน
ชาวสยาม").[38] Notable elements associated with the coronation included the Bahadrabith Throne beneath the Great White
Umbrella of State and royal regalia and utensils.[39]

In 1950 on Coronation Day, Bhumibol's consort was made queen (Somdej Phra Boromarajini). The date of his coronation is
celebrated each 5 May in Thailand as Coronation Day, a public holiday. On 9 June 2006, Bhumibol celebrated his 60th anniversary as
the King of Thailand, becoming the longest reigning monarch in Thai history.

Bhumibol and Sirikit after their
wedding
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The royal couple spent their honeymoon at Hua Hin before they returned to
Switzerland, where the king completed his university studies. They returned to
Thailand in 1951.[32]

Following the death of his grandmother Queen Savang Vadhana, Bhumibol entered a
15-day monkhood (22 October 1956 – 5 November 1956) at Wat Bowonniwet, as is
customary for Buddhist males on the death of elder relatives. He was ordained by
the Supreme Patriarch on 22 October 1956 at the Royal Chapel of the Emerald
Buddha in the Grand Palace.[32][40] During this time, Sirikit was appointed his
regent. She was later appointed Queen Regent (Somdej Phra Boromarajininat) in
recognition of this.

Although Bhumibol was sometimes referred to as King Rama IX in English, Thais
referred to him as Nai Luang or Phra Chao Yu Hua (ในหลวง or พระเจาอยูหัว),
which translated to "the King" and "Lord Upon our Heads", respectively. He was
also called Chao Chiwit ("Lord of Life").[10] Formally, he was referred to as
Phrabat Somdet Phra Chao Yu Hua (พระบาทสมเด็จพระเจาอยูหัว) or, in legal
documents, Phrabat Somdet Phra Paraminthara Maha Bhumibol Adulyadej
(พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรมินทรมหาภูมิพลอดุลยเดช), and in English as
"His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej". He signed his name as ภูมิพล
อดุลยเดช ป.ร. (Bhumibol Adulyadej Por Ror, the Thai equivalent of
"Bhumibol Adulyadej R[ex])".

In the early years of his reign, during the government of military dictator Plaek
Phibunsongkhram, Bhumibol had no real political power and was little more than a
ceremonial figure under the military-dominated government. In August 1957, six
months after parliamentary elections, General Sarit Thanarat accused the government of
Field Marshal Phibunsongkhram of lèse-majesté due to its conduct of the 2,500th
anniversary celebration of Buddhism.[8]:129–130,136–137 [9] On 16 September 1957,
Phibunsongkhram went to Bhumibol to seek support for his government.[41] Bhumibol
advised the field marshal to resign to avoid a coup. Phibunsongkhram refused. That
evening, Sarit Thanarat seized power. Two hours later Bhumibol imposed martial law
throughout the kingdom.[42] Bhumibol issued a proclamation appointing Sarit as

"military defender of the capital" without anyone countersigning the proclamation. It included the following:[43]

Whereas it appears that the public administration by the government under the premiership of Field Marshal P.
Phibunsongkhram is untrustworthy, and that the government could not maintain the public order; and whereas the
military, led by Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat, has successfully taken over the public administration and now acts as the
Military Defender of the Capital; now, therefore, I do hereby appoint Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat as the Military

Bhumibol at his coronation at the
Grand Palace.

Bhumibol at his coronation, on a royal
procession.

Role in Thai politics
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Marshal and Mrs.
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Roosevelt
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Defender of the Capital, and command that all the citizens shall remain calm whilst all the government officers shall
serve the orders issued by Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat. This Proclamation shall come into force immediately. Done this
16th Day of September, Buddhist Era 2500 (1957).

During Sarit's dictatorship, the
monarchy was revitalised.
Bhumibol attended public
ceremonies, toured the provinces
and patronised development
projects, he also visited the United
States and many countries in
Europe. Under Sarit, the practice of
crawling in front of royalty during
audiences, banned by King
Chulalongkorn, was revived in
certain situations and the royal-
sponsored Thammayut Nikaya
order was revitalised. For the first
time since the absolute monarchy
was overthrown, a king was
conveyed up the Chao Phraya River
in a Royal Barge Procession to

offer robes at temples.[44][45]

Other disused ceremonies from the classical period of the Chakri Dynasty, such as
the royally patronised ploughing ceremony (Thai: พิธีพืชมงคล), were also revived.[46] Bhumibol's birthday (5 December) was
declared the national day, replacing the previous national day, the anniversary of the Siamese revolution of 1932 (24 June).[47] Upon
Sarit's death on 8 December 1963, an unprecedented 21 days of mourning were declared in the palace. A royal five-tier umbrella
shaded his body while it lay in state. Long-time royal adviser Phraya Srivisarn Vacha later noted that no Prime Minister ever had such
an intimate relationship with Bhumibol as Sarit.[48]

Bhumibol biographer Paul Handley, in The King Never Smiles, writes that the dictator Sarit was Bhumibol's tool. Political scientist
Thak Chaloemtiarana writes that Sarit used Bhumibol in order to build his own credibility.[49][50]

Following Sarit's death General Thanom Kittikachorn rose to power to lead Thailand's military dictatorship, ultimately challenged by
the 1973 Thai popular uprising. Bhumibol initially asked student protestors to disband. When police attacked and killed dozens of
students, sparking protest riots, Bhumibol announced general Thanom's resignation and departure from Thailand.[51]

Bhumibol distanced himself from the Thai military after Thanom's fall. But political events in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, which
brought powerful guerilla and communist movements into power or prominence, threatened the Thai monarchy and political
establishment. Fearing unrest Bhumibol began to court the military in 1975, visiting camps throughout the country, and publicly
warning of internal and external threats.[12]:87 At this time Bhumibol increasingly cultivated far-right militias and paramilitary
forces, including the Red Gaurs and the Village Scouts, warning that students and political dissidents planned to bring communists to
power in Thailand.[8]:232-9 Finally Bhumibol provoked outrage among students and legal groups by inviting general Thanom back
into the country.

Sarit Thanarat era

Bhumibol addresses a joint session
of the United States Congress, 29
June 1960

Bhumibol visited Nakhon Si
Thammarat, 1959

Bhumibol, Kanchanaburi, 1963
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The ensuing chaos was used as a pretext for a military coup, which Bhumibol backed and described as a manifestation of the people's
will.[12]:90-1 The event that catalyzed the coup was the Thammasat University massacre, carried out in the name of defending
Bhumibol's throne.[8]:9 The victorious military junta submitted three names to the king as possible premiers: Deputy President of the
king's Privy Council Prakob Hutasingh, right-wing Bangkok Governor Thamnoon Thien-ngern, and staunchly anti-communist
Supreme Court judge Thanin Kraivichien.[12]:90-1[52] Thanin was a member of the Nawaphon monarchist paramilitary group, which
had the backing of the CIA, and which Bhumibol was alleged to have sponsored.[12]:84-5 Bhumibol chose Thanin as the most
suitable premier, leading student protesters to flee to join the communists in the jungle. Thanin was himself overthrown in a military
coup in October 1977 led by General Kriangsak Chamanan.

Kriangsak was succeeded in 1980 by the popular Army Commander-in-Chief, General Prem Tinsulanonda who later became the
Privy Council President.

Bhumibol's refusal to endorse military coups in 1981 (the April Fool's Day coup) and 1985 (the Share Rebellion) ultimately led to the
victory of forces loyal to the government, despite some violence – including, in 1981, the seizure of Bangkok by rebel forces. The
coups led many to believe that Bhumibol had misjudged Thai society and that his credibility as an impartial mediator between
various political and military factions had been compromised.[53][54][55]

In 1992, Bhumibol played a key role in Thailand's transition to a democratic
system. A coup on 23 February 1991 returned Thailand to military
dictatorship. After a general election in 1992, the majority parties invited
General Suchinda Kraprayoon, a leader of the coup group, to be prime
minister. This caused much dissent, which escalated into demonstrations that
led to a large number of deaths when the military was brought in to control
protesters. The situation became increasingly critical as police and military
forces clashed with protesters. Violence and riots spread to many areas of the
capital with rumours of a rift among the armed forces.[56]

Amidst the fear of civil war, Bhumibol intervened. He summoned Suchinda
and the leader of the pro-democracy movement, retired Major General
Chamlong Srimuang, to a televised audience, and urged them to find a
peaceful resolution. At the height of the crisis, the sight of both men appearing

together on their knees (in accordance with royal protocol) made a strong impression on the nation, and led to Suchinda's resignation
soon afterwards.

It was one of the few occasions in which Bhumibol directly and publicly intervened in a political conflict. A general election was
held shortly afterward, leading to a civilian government.[57]

In his 4 December 2002 speech on the eve of his birthday, King Bhumibol spoke about the rise in drug use, the high social costs and
deaths caused by drugs, and called for a "war on drugs".[58] Privy Councillor General Phichit Kunlawanit called on the Thaksin
Shinawatra government to use its majority in parliament to establish a special court to deal with drug dealers, stating that "if we
execute 60,000 the land will rise and our descendants will escape bad karma".[59]

On 14 January 2003, Thaksin launched a campaign to rid "every square inch of the country" of drugs.[60] His "war on drugs"
campaign consisted of setting provincial arrest and seizure quotas including "blacklists", awarding government officials for achieving
targets, and threatening punishment for those who failed to make the quota, targeted dealers, and propagated a ruthless carrying out of
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Crisis of 1992

Royal intervention on the night of 20 May.
Chamlong Srimuang (left) and Suchinda
Kraprayoon (middle) submit to the King
(seated).

2003 War on Drugs

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thammasat_University_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privy_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Prakob_Hutasingh&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thamnoon_Thien-ngern&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanin_Kraivichien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nawaphon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CIA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kriangsak_Chamanan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prem_Tinsulanonda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privy_Council_(Thailand)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manoonkrit_Roopkachorn#Attempted_coup_of_1981
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manoonkrit_Roopkachorn#Attempted_coup_of_1985
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suchinda_Kraprayoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamlong_Srimuang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Black_May_Thailand.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chamlong_Srimuang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suchinda_Kraprayoon


the campaign. In the first three months, Human Rights Watch reported that 2,275 people
were killed, almost double the number normally killed in drug-related violence.[61]

Human rights critics claimed a large number were extrajudicially executed.[62][63] The
War on Drugs was widely criticized by the international community.[64]

According to the Narcotics Control Board, the campaign was effective in reducing drug
consumption, especially in schools.[65] The War on Drugs was one of the most popular
policies of the Thaksin government. Bhumibol, in a 2003 birthday speech, warned
Thaksin and criticized those who counted only dead drug dealers while ignoring deaths
caused by drugs.[66]

"Victory in the War on Drugs is good. They may blame the crackdown for more than
2,500 deaths, but this is a small price to pay. If the prime minister failed to curb [the drug trade], over the years the number of deaths
would easily surpass this toll."[67]

After the 2006 coup, the military junta appointed a committee led by former Attorney General Kanit Na Nakorn to investigate deaths
in the war on drugs.[68] The committee found that over half of those killed in 2003 had no links to the drug trade and blamed the
violence on a government "shoot-to-kill" policy based on flawed blacklists. However, no one has been prosecuted, with interim Prime
Minister Surayud Chulanont stating that there was insufficient evidence to take legal action.[69]

While he was opposition leader, Abhisit Vejjajiva accused Thaksin of crimes against humanity in the war on drugs. After he became
Prime Minister, Abhisit opened an investigation led by former attorney-general Kampee Kaewcharoen, claiming that a successful
probe could lead to prosecution by the International Criminal Court.[61][70] Abhisit's investigation failed to find or publicize any
evidence linking Thaksin or members of his government to extrajudicial killings.

Weeks before the April 2006 legislative election, the Democrat Party-led opposition and the People's Alliance for Democracy
petitioned Bhumibol to appoint a replacement prime minister and cabinet. Demands for royal intervention were met with much
criticism from the public. Bhumibol, in a speech on 26 April 2006, responded, "Asking for a Royally-appointed prime minister is
undemocratic. It is, pardon me, a mess. It is irrational".[71]

After publicly claiming victory in the boycotted April parliamentary elections, Thaksin Shinawatra had a private audience with the
king. A few hours later, Thaksin appeared on national television to announce that he would be taking a break from politics.

In May 2006, the Sondhi Limthongkul-owned Manager Daily newspaper published a series of articles describing the "Finland Plot",
alleging that Thaksin and former members of the Communist Party of Thailand planned to overthrow the king and seize control of
the nation. No evidence was ever produced to verify the existence of such a plot, and Thaksin and his Thai Rak Thai party
vehemently denied the accusations and sued the accusers.

In a rare, televised speech to senior judges, Bhumibol requested the judiciary to take action to resolve the political crisis.[71] On 8
May 2006, the Constitutional Court invalidated the results of the April elections and ordered new elections scheduled for 15 October
2006.[72] The Criminal Court later jailed the Election Commissioners.[73][74]

On 14 July 2006, Privy Council President Prem Tinsulanonda addressed graduating cadets of the Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy, telling them that the Thai military must serve the king—not the government.[75]

On 20 July, Bhumibol signed a royal decree endorsing new House elections for 15 October 2006. In an unprecedented act, the King
wrote a note on the royal decree calling for a clean and fair election. That very day, Bhumibol underwent spinal surgery.[76]

With President Vladimir Putin in
Bangkok on 22 October 2003
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On the evening of 19 September, the Thai military overthrew the Thaksin government and seized control of Bangkok in a bloodless
coup. The junta, led by the Sonthi Boonyaratglin, Commander of the Army, called itself the Council for Democratic Reform under
the Constitutional Monarchy. It accused the deposed prime minister and his regime of crimes, including lèse majesté, and pledged its
loyalty to Bhumibol. Martial law was declared, the constitution repealed and the October elections cancelled. Protests and political
meetings were banned.[77]

The king's role in the coup was the subject of much speculation among Thai analysts and the international media, although
publication of such speculation was banned in Thailand. The king had an audience with Privy Council President Prem Tinsulanonda
at the same time that special forces troops were mobilised.[78] Anti-coup protesters claimed that Prem was the mastermind of the
coup, although the military claimed otherwise and banned any discussion of the topic. In a BBC interview, Thitinan Pongsudhirak of
Chulalongkorn University noted, "This coup was nothing short of Thaksin versus the King... He [the king] is widely seen as having
implicitly endorsed the coup." In the same interview, social critic Sulak Sivaraksa claimed, "Without his [the king's] involvement, the
coup would have been impossible." Sulak added that the king is "very skillful. He never becomes obviously involved. If this coup
goes wrong, Sonthi will get the blame, but whatever happens, the King will only get praise."[79] On Saturday, 23 September 2006, the
junta warned it would "urgently retaliate against foreign reporters whose coverage has been deemed insulting to the monarchy."[80]

The president of Bhumibol's privy council, General Prem Tinsulanonda, supported the coup. The junta later appointed privy council
member General Surayud Chulanont as prime minister.

On 20 April 2009, Thaksin claimed in an interview with the Financial Times that Bhumibol had been briefed by Privy Councillors
Prem Tinsulanonda and Surayud Chulanont about their plans to stage the 2006 coup. He claimed that General Panlop Pinmanee, a
leader of the People's Alliance for Democracy, had told him of the briefing.[81][82] The Thai embassy in London denied Thaksin's
claims.

The junta appointed a constitutional tribunal to rule on alleged polling fraud involving the Thai Rak Thai and Democrat political
parties. Guilty rulings would have dissolved both parties, Thailand's largest and oldest, respectively, and banned the parties'
leadership from politics for five years. The weeks leading up to the verdicts saw rising political tensions. On 24 May 2007, about a
week before the scheduled verdict, Bhumibol gave a rare speech to the Supreme Administrative Court (the president of which is also
a member of the constitutional tribunal). "You have the responsibility to prevent the country from collapsing", he warned them in the
speech, which was shown on all national television channels simultaneously during the evening. "The nation needs political parties...
In my mind, I have a judgment but I cannot say", he said. "Either way the ruling goes, it will be bad for the country, there will be
mistakes".[83][84][85] The tribunal later acquitted the Democrat Party, but dissolved the Thai Rak Thai Party and banned 111 of its
executives from politics for five years.

The junta-appointed Constitution Drafting Assembly later tried to use the King in a propaganda campaign to increase public support
for its widely criticised draft constitution. The CDA placed billboards saying "Love the King. Care about the King. Vote in the
referendum" throughout northeast Thailand, where opposition to the junta was greatest.[86]

The military's constitution passed the referendum, and a general election was held in December 2007. The People's Power Party
(PPP), consisting of many former Thai Rak Thai Party MPs and supporters, won the majority and formed a government.[87] The
People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD) refused to accept the election results and started protests, eventually laying siege to
Government House, Don Mueang Airport, and Suvarnabhumi Airport. Although the PAD claimed they were defending the monarchy,
Bhumibol remained silent. However, after a PAD supporter died in a clash with police, Queen Sirikit presided over her cremation.
Princess Sirindhorn, when asked at a U.S. press conference whether PAD was acting on behalf of the monarchy, replied, "I don't think
so. They do things for themselves."[88] Questioning and criticism over Bhumibol's role in the crisis increased, particularly from the
international press.[89][90][91][92][93][94][95] "It is more and more difficult for them to hold the illusion that the monarchy is
universally adored", says a Thai academic.[96]
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In April 2008, Bhumibol appointed alleged coup plotter General Surayud Chulanont to the Privy Council of Thailand. In the weeks
leading up to the 2011 general election, Bhumibol appointed Air Chief Marshal Chalit Pukbhasuk, a leader of the 2006 military coup,
to his privy council.[97]

Bhumibol suffered from lumbar spinal stenosis, and received a microsurgical decompression for the condition in July 2006.[98][99]

He was admitted to the hospital in October 2007 and diagnosed with a blood shortage to his brain.[100] He received treatment for
various ailments including heart problems and was released after three weeks.[101]

Bhumibol was again admitted to Siriraj Hospital in September 2009, apparently suffering from flu and pneumonia. In 2011, it was
revealed as part of WikiLeaks's leak of United States diplomatic cables that he had suffered from Parkinson's disease and
depression.[102] He was diagnosed with diverticulitis in hospital in November 2011, and was treated for the condition in January
2012.[103] Bhumibol suffered minute subdural bleeding in the left frontal area of his brain for which he was treated in July 2012.[104]

Bhumibol left the hospital in July 2013,[105] and travelled to Klai Kangwon Palace at Hua Hin on 2 August 2013,[106] but returned
intermittently in the following years, most recently on 1 June 2015.[107] Bhumibol was too ill to appear for the public celebration of
his birthday on 5 December 2015,[108] but made a televised appearance on 14 December, his first in several months.[109] The King
temporarily left hospital to visit Chitralada Royal Villa on 11 January 2016 but returned later that day.[110]

On 1 October 2016, the palace released a bulletin stating that after recovering from a fever, King Bhumibol underwent tests that
revealed a blood infection and an X-ray found inflammation on his left lung, along with water in his lungs.[111] He had been in
kidney failure for some time and received dialysis.[112][113] By 9 October, he had been placed on a ventilator and doctors
pronounced him "not yet stable".[114] Crowds of well-wishers, many dressed in pink symbolizing good health and luck, gathered
outside Siriraj Hospital and the Grand Palace to offer prayers and support.[115]

By 12 October, the royal children had arrived at Siriraj Hospital and Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn had met with the prime
minister.[116][117] There are few concerns about the succession of the crown prince, although he is not as respected as his father and
speculation had it that some palace elites, responding to the people's admiration for Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, might try to
position her to take the throne.[118][119]

King Bhumibol Adulyadej died in Siriraj Hospital in Bangkok, Thailand on 13 October 2016, at 15:52 local time, at the age of 88, as
announced by the royal palace later that day.[5] The following day, his body was taken by motorcade to the Grand Palace for the
customary bathing rite.[120] His only son and the next in line to rule the kingdom, Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn, presided over
the bathing ritual at Phiman Rattaya Throne Hall.[121]A day later, on 14 October at 16:35, the late king's body was moved to the
Grand Palace from Siriraj Hospital. Thousands of the bereaved public lined the route, demonstrating their affection for their "king of
kings". The royal procession arrived at the Grand Palace through Viset Chaisri Gate at 17:00.

Bhumibol was cremated in Bangkok on 26 October 2017 at a cost of US$30–90 million.[122][123][124]

For a historical perspective on how Bhumibol's constitutional powers changed over time, see
the Constitutions of Thailand article.
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Bhumibol retained enormous powers, partly because of his immense popularity and
partly because his powers – although clearly defined in the Thai constitution – were
often subject to conflicting interpretations. This was highlighted by the controversy
surrounding the appointment of Jaruvan Maintaka as Auditor-General. Jaruvan had
been appointed by The State Audit Commission, but in July 2004, the Constitutional
Court ruled that her appointment was unconstitutional. Jaruvan refused to vacate her
office without an explicit order from Bhumibol, on the grounds that she had
previously been royally approved. When the Senate elected a replacement for
Jaruvan, Bhumibol refused to approve him.[125] The Senate declined to vote to
override Bhumibol's veto.[126] Finally in February 2006 the Audit Commission
reinstated Jaruvan when it became clear from a memo from the Office of the King's
Principal Private Secretary that King Bhumibol supported her appointment.
Bhumibol only vetoed legislation on rare occasions. In 1976, when the Parliament
voted 149–19 to extend democratic elections down to district levels, Bhumibol
refused to sign the law.[8]:233 The Parliament refused to vote to overturn the King's
veto. In 1954, Bhumibol vetoed parliamentary-approved land reform legislation
twice before consenting to sign it.[8]:126 The law limited the maximum land an
individual could hold to 50 rai (80,000 square metres (860,000 sq ft)), at a time
when the Crown Property Bureau was the kingdom's largest land-owner. The law
was not enforced as General Sarit soon overthrew the elected government in a coup
and repealed the law.

Bhumibol had the constitutional prerogative to pardon criminals, although there are
several criteria for receiving a pardon, including age and remaining sentence. The
2006 pardoning of several convicted child rapists, including an Australian rapist and
child pornographer, caused controversy.[127][128][129] However, under the Thai
constitution, the king has the prerogative to grant pardons and all laws, royal
rescripts, and royal commands relating to state affairs must be countersigned by a
minister unless otherwise provided for in the constitution.

Several academics outside Thailand, including Duncan McCargo and Federico Ferrara, noted
the active political involvement of Bhumibol through a "network monarchy", whose most
significant proxy is Privy Council President Prem Tinsulanonda. McCargo claimed that
Bhumibol's conservative network worked behind the scenes to establish political influence in
the 1990s, but was threatened by the landslide election victories of Thaksin Shinawatra in
2001 and 2005.[130] Ferrara claimed, shortly before the Thai Supreme Court delivered its
verdict to seize Thaksin Shinawatra's assets, that the judiciary was a well-established part of
Bhumibol's network and represented his main avenue to exercise extra-constitutional
prerogatives despite having the appearance of being constitutional. He also noted how, in
comparison to the Constitutional Court's 2001 acquittal of Thaksin, the judiciary was a much
more important part of the "network" than it was in the past.[131]

The network's ability to exercise power is based partly on Bhumibol's popularity and strict
control of Bhumibol's popular image. According to Jost Pachaly of the Heinrich Böll
Foundation, Bhumibol "plays an important role behind the scenes. But the role is difficult to
assess because nothing is reported about it and no one really knows anything specific", due to
lese majeste laws forbidding discussion about Bhumibol's political activities.[132] Bhumibol's
popularity was demonstrated following the 2003 Phnom Penh riots in Cambodia, when hundreds of Thai protesters, enraged by
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rumors that Cambodian rioters had stomped on photographs of Bhumibol, gathered outside the Cambodian embassy in Bangkok.
Photographs of the stomping were not published in Thailand, but were available on the internet. The situation was resolved
peacefully only when Police General Sant Sarutanonda told the crowd that he had received a call from royal secretary Arsa Sarasin
conveying Bhumibol's request for calm. The crowd dispersed.[133]

"The development of the country must be fostered in stages. It must start
with the construction of infrastructure, that is, the provision of food and
basic necessities for the people by methods which are economic,
cautious and conforming with principles. Once the foundation is firmly
established, progress can be continually, carefully and economically
promoted. This approach will prevent incurring mistakes and failures,
and lead to the certain and complete achievement of the objectives."

— Bhumibol's speech at Kasetsart University

Commencement Ceremony, 19 July 1974.[134]

Bhumibol was involved in many social and economic development projects. The nature of his involvement varied by political
regime.[135]

The government of Plaek Phibunsongkhram (1951–1957) limited Bhumibol to a ceremonial role. During that period Bhumibol
produced some films and operated a radio station from Chitlada Palace using personal funds.

In the military governments of Sarit Thanarat and his successors (1958–1980), Bhumibol was portrayed as the "development King"
and the inspiration for the economic and political goals of the regime. Royally ordered projects were implemented under the financial
and political support of the government, including projects in rural areas and communities under the influence of the Communist
Party of Thailand. Bhumibol's visits to these projects were heavily promoted by the Sarit government and broadcast in state-
controlled media.

During the governments of General Prem Tinsulanonda (1981–1987), the relationship between the Thai state and the monarch was at
its closest. Prem, later to become President of Bhumibol's Privy Council, officially allocated government budgets and manpower to
support royal projects. Most activities in this period involved the development of large-scale irrigation projects in rural areas.

During the modern period (post-1988), the structured development of the royal projects reached its apex. Bhumibol's Chaipattana
Foundation was established, promoting his "sufficiency economy" theory, an alternative to the export-oriented policies adopted by the
period's elected governments. Following the 2006 coup, establishment of a "sufficiency economy" was enshrined in the constitution
as being a primary goal of the government, and government financial support for royal projects was boosted.

'Sandwich' and 'Supersandwich' artificial rainmaking project under the Thailand Royal Rainmaking Project
Chai Pattana Waste Water Aerator, awarded gold medal by BKU (The Belgian Chamber of Inventors) at Brussels
Eureka 2000
'Sufficiency Economy' Theory
New Theory of Agriculture
Use of Vetivar Grass for Soil Improvement, awarded the International Merit Award by the IECA (International Erosion
Control Association)

Kaem Ling Project, formation of detention basins[136]

Royal projects

History

Bhumibol Dam

Project samplings
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Monarchs of  
the Chakri dynasty
Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke 
(Rama I)

Phra Buddha Loetla Nabhalai 
(Rama II)

Nangklao 
(Rama III)

Mongkut 
(Rama IV)

Chulalongkorn 

Klaeng Din Project, acidic soil treatment [137]

Fai Maeo Project, formation of check dams
Khun Dan Prakanchon Dam, Nakhon Nayok Province
Pa Sak Jolasid Dam, Lop Buri Province
Pa Sak River Basin Improvement Project
Khlong Lat Pho Project, water diversion to prevent flooding in
Bangkok
Rama VIII Bridge
Ratchadaphisek Road
Bangkok Industrial Ring Road/Bhumibol Bridge
Huai Ongkod Land Rehabilitation Project, Kanchanaburi Province
Khao Hin Son Royal Development Study Centre, Chachoengsao
Province
Phikun Thong Royal Development Study Centre, Narathiwat
Province
Huai Sai Royal Development Study Centre, Phetchaburi Province
Huai Hong Khrai Royal Development Study Centre, Chiang Mai
Royal Medical Team. Bhumibol's private physicians accompanying him on village tours were encouraged to provide
medical care for local residents. In addition, the Royal Household sends letters of support to physicians who
volunteer to serve in hospitals in provinces where royal palaces are present.[138]

Also called the Diamond Jubilee, the 60th anniversary celebrations of the King's accession to the throne were a series of events
marking Bhumibol's reign in June 2006. Events included a royal barge procession on the Chao Phraya River, fireworks displays, art
exhibitions, and the pardoning of 25,000 prisoners,[139] concerts, and dance performances.

Tied in with the anniversary, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan presented Bhumibol with the United Nations
Development Programme's first Human Development Lifetime Achievement Award on 26 May 2006. National holidays were
observed on 9 June and 12–13 June 2006. On 9 June, the King and Queen appeared on the balcony of Ananta Samakhom Throne
Hall before hundreds of thousands of people. The official royal barge procession on 12 June was attended by the King and Queen and
royal visitors from 26 other countries. On 13 June, a state banquet for the royal visitors was held in the newly constructed Rama IX
Throne Hall at the Grand Palace, the first official function of the hall. The Chiang Mai Royal Floral Expo was also held to honour the
anniversary.

On 16 January 2007, the CDRM officially declared the end of the 60th anniversary celebrations and commenced year-long
celebrations of Bhumibol's 80th birthday.[140]

Bhumibol was a painter, musician, photographer, author and translator. His book
Phra Mahachanok is based on a traditional Jataka story of Buddhist scripture. The
Story of Thong Daeng is the story of his dog Thong Daeng.[141]

In his youth, Bhumibol was greatly interested in firearms. He kept a carbine, a Sten
gun and two automatic pistols in his bedroom, and he and his elder brother, King
Ananda Mahidol, often used the gardens of the palace for target practice.[8]:70

There are two English-language books that provide extensive detail—albeit not
always verifiable—about Bhumibol's life, especially his early years and then
throughout his entire reign. One is The Revolutionary King (2001) by William
Stevenson, the other is The King Never Smiles (2006) by Paul M. Handley. A third
and earlier work, The Devil's Discus (1964), is also available in Thai and English.

Bhumibol on agricultural practice in
Chitralada Royal Villa

60th Anniversary celebrations

Private life
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(Rama V)

Vajiravudh 
(Rama VI)

Prajadhipok 
(Rama VII)

Ananda Mahidol 
(Rama VIII)

Bhumibol Adulyadej 
(Rama IX)

Vajiralongkorn 
(Rama X)

The latter two books are banned in Thailand, while the first has never been sold in
the country due to its "inaccuracies", despite having been written with royal
patronage.[8]:162

Bhumibol's creativity in, among other things, music, art and invention, was the focus
of a two-minute long documentary created by the government of Abhibisit Vejjajiva
that was screened at all branches of the Major Cineplex Group and SF Cinema City,
the two largest cinema chains in Thailand.[142]

Bhumibol was an accomplished
jazz saxophone player and
composer, playing dixieland and
New Orleans jazz, and also the
clarinet, trumpet, guitar, and piano.[143] It is widely believed that his father, Mahidol
Adulyadej, may have inspired his passion for artistic pursuits at an early age.[144]

Bhumibol initially focused on classical music exclusively for two years but
eventually switched to jazz since it allowed him to improvise more freely. It was
during this time that he decided to specialize in wind instruments, especially the
saxophone and clarinet.[144] By the time Bhumibol turned 18, he started to compose
his own music with the first being Candlelight Blues.[144] He continued to compose
even during his reign following his coronation in 1946. Bhumibol performed with
Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Benny Goodman, Stan Getz, Lionel Hampton, and
Benny Carter.[143][145] Throughout his life, Bhumibol wrote a total of 49
compositions. Much of it is jazz swing but he also composed marches, waltzes, and
Thai patriotic songs. His most popular compositions were Candlelight Blues, Love at
Sundown, and Falling Rain which were all composed in 1946.[143] Bhumibol's
musical influences included Louis Armstrong, Sidney Bechet, Benny Carter, and
Johnny Hodges.[143]

Bhumibol initially received general music training privately while he was studying in Switzerland, but his older brother, then King
Ananda Mahidol, who had bought a saxophone, sent Bhumibol in his place.[145] King Ananda would later join him on the
clarinet.[145] On his permanent return to Thailand in 1950, Bhumibol started a jazz band, Lay Kram, whom he performed with on a
radio station he started at his palace.[145] The band grew, being renamed the Au Sau Wan Suk Band and he would perform with them
live on Friday evenings, occasionally taking telephoned requests.[145] Bhumibol also performed with his band at Thai universities,
composing anthems for the universities of Chulalongkorn, Thammasat, and Kasetsart.[145] Bhumibol performed with Benny
Goodman at the Amphorn Sathan Residential Hall, in 1956, and later played at Goodman's home in New York in 1960.[143] Many
bands such as Les Brown and His Band of Renown, Claude Bolling Big Band, and Preservation Hall Jazz Band recorded some of
Bhumibol's compositions and can still be heard in Thailand.[143] A 1996 documentary, Gitarajan, was made about Bhumibol's
music.[143]

Bhumibol still played music with his Au Sau Wan Suk Band in later years, but was rarely heard in public.[145] In 1964, Bhumibol
became the 23rd person to receive the Certificate of Bestowal of Honorary Membership on behalf of Vienna's University of Music
and Performing Arts.[144] In 2000, he was awarded the Sanford Medal for his contribution in music from Yale School of Music. He
was the first Asian in both cases to be honored as such. In 2003, the University of North Texas College of Music awarded him an
honorary doctorate in music. Bhumibol's influence is widely regarded as one reason why Thailand, and Bangkok in particular, has for
decades had a strong jazz and improvised music "scene" relative to other Asian nations.

Music

Saxophone of Bhumibol Adulyadej,
displayed at Bangkok National
Museum

Sailing
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Bhumibol was an accomplished sailor and sailboat designer.[146] He won a gold medal for sailing in the Fourth Southeast Asian
Peninsular (SEAP) Games in 1967, together with HRH Princess Ubol Ratana whom he tied for points.[147] This accomplishment was
all the more remarkable given Bhumibol's lack of binocular depth perception. On April 19, 1966, Bhumibol also sailed the Gulf of
Thailand from Hua Hin to Toey Ngam Harbour[148] in Sattahip, covering 60 nautical miles (110 km) in a 17-hour journey on the
"Vega 1", an OK Class dinghy he built.[8]

Like his father, a former military naval engineer, Bhumibol was an avid boat designer and builder. He produced several small sailboat
designs in the International Enterprise, OK, and Moth classes. His designs in the Moth class included the "Mod", "Super Mod", and
"Micro Mod".[149]

Bhumibol was a radio amateur with the call sign HS1A. He was also the patron of the Radio Amateur Society of Thailand
(RAST).[150]

Bhumibol was the only Thai monarch to hold a patent.[151][152] He obtained one in 1993 for a waste water aerator named "Chai
Pattana", and several patents on rainmaking after 1955: the "sandwich" rainmaking patent in 1999 and the "supersandwich" patent in
2003.[153][154][155]

Estimates of the post-devaluation (c. 1997–1998) wealth of the royal household and the
Crown Property Bureau (CPB) range from US$10 billion to $20 billion.[156] In August
2008, Forbes published its 2008 version of The World's Richest Royals and King
Bhumibol was listed first, with an estimated wealth of US$35 billion.[157] A few days

later, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand issued a statement that the Forbes report incorrectly conflated the wealth of the
CPB and that of Bhumibol.[158] In the 2009 Forbes list, the Thai government's objections were acknowledged, but Forbes justified
the continued inclusion of the CPB's assets, as the Bureau is responsible for handling the Crown's property and investments.[15] The
2009 estimate was a reduced figure of US$30 billion due to declines in real estate and stocks, and this figure was also published in
April 2014 by Business Spectator, which also confirmed that the CPB is the body responsible for the management of the Crown's
wealth.[15][18]

The wealth and properties of Bhumibol and the royal family are managed by the Privy Purse. The CPB manages the assets of the
Crown as an institution. It was established by law, but is directed without the involvement of the Thai Government and reports only
to the king.[159] The CPB receives many state privileges. Although the Minister of Finance presides over the CPB's Board of

Radio amateur

Patents

Wealth

A portrait of King Bhumibol Adulyadej adorns
on the TMB Bank office building in Bangkok in
2006.

Thai Airways International
Building adorns a portrait of King
Bhumibol Adulyadej.
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Directors, final decisions were made solely by Bhumibol. During his lifetime Bhumibol was the only person who could view the
CPB's annual report, which was not released to the public.[160]

Through the CPB, the Crown owns land and equity in many companies and massive amounts of land, including 3,320 acres in central
Bangkok, as well as 13,200 acres of rural land.[18][161] The CPB owns 32% of Siam Cement (worth US$12.6 billion), 23% of Siam
Commercial Bank (Thailand's largest bank), and interests in Christiani & Nielsen, Deves Insurance and Shin Corporation.[18]

The CPB also lets or leases about 36,000 properties to third parties, including the sites of the Anantara Siam Bangkok Hotel, the Suan
Lum Night Bazaar, Siam Paragon and the Central World Tower. The CPB spearheaded a plan to turn Bangkok's historical
Ratchadamnoen Avenue into a shopping street known as the "Champs-Élysées of Asia" and in 2007, shocked longtime residents of
traditional marketplace districts by serving them with eviction notices.[160] The Crown's substantial income from the CPB, estimated
to be at least five billion baht in 2004, is exempt from taxes.[160][162]

King Bhumibol was the owner of the Golden Jubilee Diamond, the largest faceted diamond in the world, which is estimated to be
worth between US$4 million and US$12 million in April 2014.[18]

Although Bhumibol was held in great respect by many Thais,[10] he
was also protected by lèse-majesté laws which allowed critics to be
jailed for three to fifteen years.[163] After the Thammasat University
Massacre in 1976, the laws were toughened during the dictatorship of
royalist and anti-communist Premier Thanin Kraivichien. Criticism
of any member of the royal family, the royal development projects,
the royal institution, the Chakri Dynasty or any previous Thai king
was also banned.

During his 2005 birthday speech, Bhumibol invited criticism:
"Actually, I must also be criticised. I am not afraid if the criticism
concerns what I do wrong, because then I know. Because if you say
the king cannot be criticised, it means that the king is not human", he
claimed. "If the king can do no wrong, it is akin to looking down
upon him because the king is not being treated as a human being. But the king can do wrong."[13] A widespread barrage of criticisms
resulted, followed by a sharp rise in lèse-majesté prosecutions. Lèse-majesté cases rose from five or six a year pre-2005 to 478 in
2010.[164]

American journalist Paul Handley, who spent thirteen years in Thailand, wrote the biography The King Never Smiles. The
Information and Communications Ministry banned the book and blocked the book's page on the Yale University Press website in
January 2006. In a statement dated 19 January 2006, Thai National Police Chief General Kowit Wattana said the book had "contents
which could affect national security and the good morality of the people".[165] The book provided a detailed discussion of
Bhumibol's role in Thai political history, and it also analyzed the factors behind Bhumibol's popularity.

William Stevenson, who had access to the Royal Court and the Royal Family, wrote the biography The Revolutionary King in
2001.[166] An article in Time said the idea for the book was suggested by Bhumibol.[167] Critics noted that the book displayed
intimate knowledge about personal aspects of Bhumibol. However, the book was unofficially banned in Thailand and the Bureau of
the Royal Household warned the Thai media about even referring to it in print. An official ban was not possible as it was written with
Bhumibol's blessing. The book was criticised for factual inaccuracies, disrespecting Bhumibol (it refers to him by his personal
nickname "Lek"), and proposing a controversial theory explaining the mysterious death of King Ananda. Stevenson said: "The king
said from the beginning the book would be dangerous for him and for me."[167]

Criticism

A government officer pays respect to the portrait of
King Bhumibol.

Biographies

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_of_Directors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siam_Cement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christiani_%26_Nielsen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deves_Insurance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shin_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anantara_Siam_Bangkok_Hotel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suan_Lum_Night_Bazaar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siam_Paragon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_World_Plaza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratchadamnoen_Avenue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champs-%C3%89lys%C3%A9es
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Jubilee_Diamond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A8se-majest%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanin_Kraivichien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_King_Never_Smiles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand_Ministry_of_Information_and_Communication_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kowit_Wattana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Stevenson_(Canadian_writer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Mahidol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2012_CM_Governors_reception_for_HM%27s_birthday_02.jpg


Styles of 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej  

Rama IX of Thailand

Reference style His Majesty

Spoken style Your Majesty

Alternative style Sir

Bhumibol's only son, Prince Vajiralongkorn, was given the title "Somdej Phra Boroma
Orasadhiraj Chao Fah Maha Vajiralongkorn Sayam Makutrajakuman" (Crown Prince of
Siam) on 28 December 1972 and made heir apparent (องครัชทายาท) to the throne in
accordance with the Palace Law on Succession of 1924.[168]

On 5 December 1977, Princess Sirindhorn was given the title "Siam Boromrajakumari"
(Princess Royal of Siam). Her title is often translated by the English-language press as
"Crown Princess", although her official English-language title is simply "Princess".[169]

Although the constitution was later amended to allow the Privy Council to appoint a
princess as successor to the throne, this would only occur in the absence of an heir
apparent. This amendment is retained in Section 23 of the 1997 "People's Constitution". This effectively allowed Princess Sirindhorn
to potentially be second in line to the throne, but did not affect Prince Vajiralongkorn's status as heir apparent.

Recent constitutions of Thailand have made the amendment of the Palace Law of Succession the sole prerogative of the reigning
king. According to Assoc. Prof. Gothom Arya, former election commissioner, this allows the reigning king, if he so chooses, to
appoint his son or any of his daughters to the throne.[170]

5 December 1927 – September 1929: His Highness Prince Bhumibol
Adulyadej
September 1929 – 10 July 1935: His Royal Highness Prince Bhumibol
Adulyadej
10 July 1935 – 9 June 1946: His Royal Highness Prince Bhumibol
Adulyadej, the Prince Brother
9 June 1946 – 13 October 2016: His Majesty The King, Rama IX of
Thailand

King Bhumibol Adulyadej's Thai full title was "Phra Bat Somdet Phra
Poraminthra Maha Bhumibol Adulyadej Mahitalathibet Ramathibodi
Chakkrinaruebodin Sayamminthrathirat Borommanatbophit" (Thai: พระบาท
สมเด็จพระปรมินทรมหาภูมิพลอดุลยเดช มหิตลาธิเบศรรามาธิบดี จักรีนฤบดิ
นทร สยามินทราธิราช บรมนาถบพิตร;  listen ), which was referred to in the
chief legal documents; and in general documents, the title was shortened to "Phra Bat Somdet Phra Poraminthra Maha Bhumibol
Adulyadej Sayamminthrathirat Borommanatbophit" or just "Phra Bat Somdet Phra Poraminthra Maha Bhumibol Adulyadej".

The literal translation of the title was as follows:[30]

Phra Bat (Thai: พระบาท) – "Divine Feet", an honorific given to a god or monarch

Somdet (Thai: สมเด็จ) – "Supremacy", an honorific given to a god or monarch

Phra (Thai: พระ) – "Divine", an honorific given to a god or monarch

Poraminthra (Thai: ปรมินทร) – "Highest Indra", an honorific given to an odd-numbered monarch, whilst an even-

numbered monarch would use the honorific Poramenthra (Thai: ปรเมนทร)

Maha (Thai: มหา) – "Great"

Bhumibol (Thai: ภูมพิล) – "Strength of the Land"
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Chakkrinaruebodin (Thai: จักรนีฤบดินทร) – "Overlord of Mankind from Chakri"

Sayamminthrathirat (Thai: สยามินทราธิราช) – "Siamese Ruler, the Overlord"

Borommanatbophit (Thai: บรมนาถบพิตร) – "Supreme Holy Shelter"

Name Birth Marriage 
Date | Spouse Their Children Their

Grandchildren

Princess Ubolratana
Rajakanya

5 April
1951

29 July 1981 
Divorced 1998

Peter Ladd
Jensen

Ploypailin Jensen

Maximus
Wheeler 
Leonardo
Wheeler

Poom Jensen

Sirikitiya Jensen

King Maha
Vajiralongkorn

28 July
1952

3 January 1977 
Divorced 12 August
1991

Soamsawali
Kitiyakara Princess Bajrakitiyabha

February 1994 
Divorced 1996

Yuvadhida
Polpraserth

Juthavachara
Vivacharawongse

Vacharaesorn
Vivacharawongse

Chakriwat
Vivacharawongse

Vatchrawee
Vivacharawongse

Princess Sirivannavari
Nariratana

10 February
2001 
Divorced 11
December 2014

Srirasmi
Suwadee

Prince Dipangkorn
Rasmijoti

Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn

2 April
1955 Never married

Princess Chulabhorn
Walailak

4 July
1957

1982 
Divorced 1996

Virayudh
Tishyasarin

Princess
Siribhachudhabhorn

Princess
Adityadhornkitikhun
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 16. Phra Phutthaloetla, Rama II  (=20.)
 

     

 

8. Mongkut, Rama IV
(=10.)  

 

   

     

 17. Sri Suriyendra  (=21.)
 

     

 4. Chulalongkorn, Rama V
 

 

   

   

     

 18. Sririwongse, Prince Matayaphithak
 

     

 9. Debsirindra
 

 

        

 19. Mom Noi Siriwongse Na A yudhya
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 2. Mahidol Adulyadej, Prince of Songkla

 

 

   

   

   

     

 20. Phra Phutthaloetla, Rama II  (=16.)
 

 
    

 10. Mongkut, Rama IV
(=8.)  

 

   

     

 21. Sri Suriyendra  (=17.)
 

     

 5. Savang Vadhana
 

 

   

   

     

 

22. Luang Asasamdaeng (Taeng
Sucharitakul)

 

     

 11. Piam Sucharitakul
 

 

   

     

 

23. Thao Sucharitthamrong (Nak
Sucharitakul)

 

     

 

1. Bhumibol Adulyadej,
Rama IX  

 

   

   

   

        

 12. Chum
 

 

        

 6. Chu Chukramol
 

 

           

 3. Srinagarindra
 

 

   

           

 7. Kham Chukramol
 

 

   

        

 15. Pha
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Vajiralongkorn
King Rama X

Prince Vajiralongkorn in 2003

King of Thailand

Reign 13 October 2016 –
present[a]

Coronation November 2017

Predecessor Bhumibol Adulyadej
(Rama IX)

Heir presumptive Dipangkorn
Rasmijoti

Regent Prem Tinsulanonda 
(13 October - 1

December 2016)

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha

Crown Prince of Thailand

Tenure 28 December 1972
– 13 October 2016

Predecessor Maha Vajiravudh
(later Rama VI)

Born 28 July 1952  
Bangkok, Thailand

Spouse Soamsawali
Kitiyakara (m. 1977;

div. 1991) 

Yuvadhida

Vajiralongkorn
Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun (Thai: มหาวชิราลงกรณ
บดินทรเทพยวรางกูร, RTGS: Mahawachiralongkon
Bodinthrathepphayawarangkun, pronounced [māhǎːwát͡ɕ íhrāːlōŋkɔ̄ːn
bɔ̄ːdīntʰrátʰêːppʰājáwárāː ŋkūːn] (  listen); born 28 July 1952)[3] is the King of

Thailand, since 2016.[1][a] He is the only son of King Bhumibol Adulyadej and
Queen Sirikit. In 1972, at the age of 20, he was made crown prince by his father.
After his father's death on 13 October 2016, he was expected to succeed to the
throne of Thailand but asked for time to mourn before taking the throne.[4] He
accepted the throne on the night of 1 December 2016 but will not be crowned
formally until after the cremation of his father on 26 October 2017.[5] His father
Bhumibol's coronation took place four years after his accession.[6] The
government retroactively declared his reign to have begun on 13 October 2016,
upon his father's death.[7] As the tenth monarch of the Chakri Dynasty, he is also
styled as Rama X. Aged 64 at that time, Vajiralongkorn became the oldest Thai
monarch to ascend to the throne.
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Vajiralongkorn was born on 28 July 1952 at
17:45[8] in the Amphorn Sathan Residential
Hall of the Dusit Palace in Bangkok. When
the crown prince was one year old, Somdet
Phra Sangkharat Chao Kromma Luang
Wachirayanawong, the 13th Supreme
Patriarch of Thailand of the Rattanakosin
Era, gave the child his first name at birth,[9]

"Vajiralongkorn
Borommachakkrayadisonsantatiwong
Thewetthamrongsuboriban
Aphikhunuprakanmahittaladunladet
Phumiphonnaretwarangkun
Kittisirisombunsawangkhawat
Borommakhattiyaratchakuman" (Thai: วชิรา
ลงกรณ บรมจักรยาดิศรสันตติวงศ เทเวศร

ธํารงสุบริบาล อภิคุณูประการมหิตลาดุลเดช ภูมิพลนเรศวรางกูร กิตติสิริสม
บูรณสวางควัฒน บรมขัตติยราชกุมาร). He is the only son, the second of the
four children of King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit.

Vajiralongkorn began his education in 1956, when he entered kindergarten at the
Chitralada School in Dusit Palace. After completing Mathayom 1 (grade seven),
he was sent to study at public schools in the United Kingdom, first at King's
Mead School, Seaford, Sussex, and then at Millfield School, Somerset,[10] where he
completed his secondary education in July 1970.[11] In August 1970, he attended a
five-week military training course at The King's School, in Sydney, Australia.[11]

In 1972, the prince enrolled at the Royal Military College, Duntroon in Canberra,
Australia. His education at Duntroon was divided into two parts, military training by
the Australian Army and a bachelor's degree course under the auspices of the
University of New South Wales. He graduated in 1976 as a newly commissioned
lieutenant with a liberal arts degree.[11]

In 1982 he completed a second bachelor's degree in law with second-class honours
at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University.[11]

Vajiralongkorn was proclaimed crown prince on 28 December 1972 at 12:23 in the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall, making him the
third crown prince of the Chakri Dynasty.[9] An excerpt from the royal command to establish the title of His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn,[12] reads:

As stated in the bliss or the royal statutes of the country, when a Royal Prince who is destined to be heir to the throne is
mature, the King shall graciously bestow the rank upon him of Somdet Phra Yupharat Mongkutratchakuman. At this
present time, all people including citizens of nations all over the world shall accept and acclaim that His Royal Highness
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The Royal Family, 1966.
Vajiralongkorn stands at far right.
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Prince Vajiralongkorn shall to succeed to the throne of the Kingdom. When His Royal Highness Prince is mature, at the

time that he shall be established as heir to the throne, tradition and a royal tradition Kattii ceremony should be observed,
consistent with the citizens and all leaders of the country of all sides. Therefore, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
hereby decrees for His Royal Highness Prince Vajiralongkorn to be His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn in accordance with the name written in the Supannabhat as: Somdet Phra Boromma-orasathirat Chao Fa
Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun Sirikittayasombunsawangwat Worakhuttiyarajsantiwong Mahitalaphong
Adulayadet Chakkrinaresyuppharajvisut Sayammakutratchakuman

He had taken up his duties while serving in the Royal Thai Armed Forces, including frequent provincial tours and representing King
Bhumibol at a wide variety of official functions and ceremonies before he ascended the throne.

On 6 November 1978, the prince was ordained as a monk at Wat Phra Sri Rattana Satsadaram (Temple of the Emerald Buddha), at
age 26. As is traditional for royals, he stayed at Wat Bowonniwet Vihara for 15 days and under the monastic name
"Vajiralongkornno".[13]

After completing his studies, Vajiralongkorn served as a career officer in the Royal
Thai Army. He served as a staff officer in the Directorate of Army Intelligence and
attended the Command and General Staff College in 1977. Vajiralongkorn trained
for periods with the US, British, and Australian armed services, studying
unconventional warfare and advanced navigation. He is a qualified fixed-wing and
helicopter pilot. In 1978 he became head of the King's Own Bodyguard Battalion.
Later that year he interrupted his military career to be ordained for a season as a
Buddhist monk, as is customary for all Thai Buddhist men.[3]

Vajiralongkorn holds the ranks of Field Marshal (Chom Phon) in the Royal Thai
Army, Admiral of the Fleet (Chom Phon Ruea) in the Royal Thai Navy, and
Marshal of the Royal Thai Air Force (Chom Phon Akat) in the Royal Thai Air Force.
He is qualified to pilot the Northrop F-5 and many other aircraft,[14] F-16,[15] and
the Boeing 737-400.[11] At various times he engaged in actions for counter-
insurgency purposes in north and northeast Thailand, as well as for protective purposes in areas around the then Cambodian refugee
camps at Khao Lant, Trat Province. His military role in recent years has become increasingly ceremonial. As his father grew older,
Vajiralongkorn took a more prominent part in royal ceremonial and public appearances. He officially opened the 2007 Southeast
Asian Games, held in Nakhon Ratchasima.[16] The event occurred one day after the 80th birthday of his father.[17]

Vajiralongkorn established "Crown Prince Hospitals" through funds donated by the public to serve as medical and health care centers
for people living in remote areas. Crown Prince Hospitals had been set up in 21 locations in 1977. These hospitals had become major
community hospitals providing services of international standard to the general public in 2011.[18]

Also interested in agricultural development, Vajiralongkorn has accepted the "Mobile Agricultural Clinic Project" under his
patronage. The project provides prompt services to farmers in order to enhance efficiency in farm production and solve farmers'
problems. It provides experts in various agricultural fields who can advise farmers on plants, livestock, fisheries, and land
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US Deputy Secretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz (right) escorts Crown
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Pentagon on 12 June 2003.
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development. He also offers suggestions on the tackling of agricultural problems, in addition to the application of agricultural
technology to increase productivity and the improvement in the quality of agricultural production.[18]

Mobile Agricultural Clinic teams can move quickly to various spots in need of help. It has worked steadily and is ready to provide
technical services and transfer technology. With this project, farmers have been urged to be aware of agricultural development and the
application of new technology.[18]

In recent years Vajiralongkorn had represented the late King, Bhumibol Adulyadej, in presiding over the annual Royal Ploughing
Ceremony, which is meaningful to Thai farmers. Aware of the importance of efficient agriculture for better productivity,
Vajiralongkorn emphasized full-cycle agricultural activities, believing they will help improve the quality of life of farmers, who are
traditionally considered the backbone of the nation.[18]

Vajiralongkorn has initiated education projects with the aim of improving children's access to quality learning and instilling the
concept of lifelong learning.[19] He has special ties to the Rajabhat University system of 40 institutions of higher learning. The
chairman of the Council of Rajabhat University Presidents of Thailand said that Vajiralongkorn has presided over commencement
ceremonies at all Rajabhat Universities nationwide and personally handed out degrees to all Rajabhat university graduates every year
since 1978. It is estimated that over the past 35 years at least 2,100,000 degrees have been handed out by the crown prince to
Rajabhat graduates. In addition, every year he donates 42 million baht to a scholarship fund benefiting Rajabhat students.[19]

Vajiralongkorn made two high-profile public appearances in 2015 in Thailand,
known as Bike for Mom and Bike for Dad, leading thousands in mass bicycling
events both in Bangkok and nationwide to honor the birthdays of his parents, Queen
Sirikit and King Bhumibol.[20][21] These two events promoted unity and health
among the Thais of all classes.[20][21]

According to the 2007 Constitution, the cabinet informed the president of the National Assembly to invite Crown Prince
Vajiralongkorn to the throne. He became the first monarch to be born in native Thailand since Prajadhipok. [22] After his father,
Bhumibol Adulyadej, died on 13 October 2016, Vajiralongkorn was expected to succeed to the throne of Thailand but asked for time
to mourn before taking the throne.[4] On the night of 1 December 2016, the fiftieth day after the death of Bhumibol, Regent Prem
Tinsulanonda led the heads of the country's three branches of government to an audience with Vajiralongkorn to invite him to ascend
to the throne as the tenth king of the Chakri dynasty.[23] Vajiralongkorn accepted the invitation, saying in a televised statement: "I
would like to accept in order to fulfil his majesty's wishes and for the benefit of all Thais."[6][24] The government retroactively
declared his reign to have begun upon his father's death, but it will not crown him formally until after the cremation of his father.[6]

He maintained his residence at the Amphorn Sathan Residential Hall,[25] where he was already living before his father's death.

Following the resignation of the councillors to Bhumibol Adulyadej, Vajjiralongkorn appointed 10 members of the Privy Council.
The command was issued under Section 2 of the 2014 interim constitution, completed with Sections 12, 13 and 16 of the 2007
constitution on the king which were retained and remain in effect. The remaining seven members are Surayud Chulanont, Kasem
Wattanachai, Palakorn Suwanrath, Atthaniti Disatha-amnarj, Supachai Poo-ngam, Chanchai Likhitjitta and Chalit Pukbhasuk, with
three new members, Paiboon Koomchaya, Dapong Ratanasuwan, and Teerachai Nakwanich. Prem Tinsulanonda was re-appointed
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Privy Council president by royal command.[26] On 13 December 2016, the King appointed two new members, Wirach Chinvinitkul
and Charunthada Karnasuta.[27] On 25 December 2016, the King appointed one more new member, Kampanart Rooddit.[28] On 19
January 2017, Privy Councillor Chanchai Likhitjitta died at the age of 71.[29] The new appointments and the death of a member
brought the total numbers of the Privy Council to 13.

2017 Constitution amendments

Thailand's military-backed parliament voted overwhelmingly in January 2017 to make amendments to the interim constitution so as
to allow amendments to the draft constitution as suggested by the new king's office, a move likely to delay a general election
scheduled for the end of the year. Critics said the new constitution would give the military a powerful political say for years or
decades.[5] The 2017 Constitution of Thailand was approved in a referendum in 2016, and was endorsed by King Maha
Vajiralongkorn on 6 April 2017, Chakri day, in a ceremony at the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall.[30][5] Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha said the office of King Vajiralongkorn had asked for several changes to clauses related to royal power in the draft constitution,
a rare intervention by a sitting Thai monarch.[31] After the death of King Bhumibol, political activity was paused during a period of
mourning expected to end at the end of 2017, followed by the coronation of Vajiralongkorn and a general election.[5]

Direct control over royal household and palace security agencies [32]

There is a strict, and strictly enforced,
lèse majesté law in Thailand. Criticism
of the king, queen, crown prince,
regents, and their pets[33] has long been
strictly prohibited, with large fines and
prison sentences of up to 35 years being
imposed. However, Vajiralongkorn's
private life continues to be a
controversial subject of discussion in
Thailand, although not publicly. In the
10 January 2002 edition of the Far
Eastern Economic Review (FEER), an
article appeared suggesting that
Vajiralongkorn had business ties with
then-Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra. An immediate ban was
placed on distribution of the magazine,

and the Thai government, citing a threat to national security, suspended the visas of
FEER's two Thailand correspondents, Shawn Crispin and Rodney Tasker.[34]

In 2002 The Economist wrote that "Vajiralongkorn is held in much less esteem (than
the king). Bangkok gossips like to swap tales of his lurid personal life... Besides, no
successor, however worthy, can hope to equal the stature King Bhumibol has
attained after 64 years on the throne." This issue of The Economist was banned in
Thailand. In 2010 another issue of The Economist, also not distributed in Thailand, said that Vajiralongkorn was "widely loathed and
feared" and "unpredictable to the point of eccentricity",[35] while the online journal Asia Sentinel said that he was "regarded as erratic
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and virtually incapable of ruling";[36] the journal was blocked shortly thereafter.[37] In a diplomatic cable leaked by WikiLeaks,
senior Singaporean foreign ministry official Bilahari Kausikan said that Vajiralongkorn had a gambling habit partly funded by exiled
former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.[38]

On 12 November 2009 a home video was released to WikiLeaks, showing Vajiralongkorn casually dressed and Princess Srirasmi
wearing only a G-string, all the while being attended to by several formally dressed servants, celebrating the birthday of the prince's
poodle, Air Chief Marshal Fufu.[39][40][41] Part of this video was broadcast on the "Foreign Correspondent" programme on the
Australian government's ABC TV channel on 13 April 2010, as part of a half-hour documentary critical of the royal family of
Thailand.[42][43]

On 19 January 2009, Harry Nicolaides, an Australian national, was sentenced to three years in prison for self-publishing a fictional
book deemed to have committed lèse majesté. The offending passage alluded to rumours that "if the prince fell in love with one of his
minor wives and she betrayed him, she and her family would disappear with their name, familial lineage and all vestiges of their
existence expunged forever."[44][45] The global news network CNN refused to air the passage.[46] Nicolaides was later pardoned by
the king.[47]

In August 2011, the German judicial authorities in Munich impounded an aircraft, a Boeing 737, one of two belonging to Crown
Prince Vajiralongkorn.[48] Administrators seized the aircraft because of a 20-year-old Thai government debt owed to a now-defunct
German construction corporation for the Don Mueang Tollway, that had risen to some €30 million. German authorities, representing
the corporation's interests in bankruptcy, stated the measure was a "last resort" in seeking repayment. The Thai government, which
had not responded to German demands, called the move "highly inappropriate".[49][50] On 1 August, Vajiralongkorn's office
announced he would pay the deposit amounting to €20 million himself.[51] One day later the Thai foreign minister Kasit Piromya
confirmed that the Thai government would pay the deposit.[52]

In November 2016, Manager Magazin published a report stating that the new king could be issued with an inheritance tax bill in
excess of €3.5 billion. According to the report, the new King is domiciled in Bavaria where he owns two villas and spends most of
his time, which makes him subject to local inheritance tax.[53]

On 16 May 2017 Thai officials warned Facebook after an online video was posted of the king wearing a crop top and with full view
of his half sleeve tattoo. Imgur, the online image-sharing community and image host, has had many users pushing for the Google
algorithm to be changed as this blocks such searches.[54]

On 3 January 1977 Vajiralongkorn married Princess Soamsawali Kitiyakara (born 1957), a first cousin on his mother's side. They had
one daughter, Princess Bajrakitiyabha, born in 1978. Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn started living with actress Yuvadhida Polpraserth
in the late-1970s and had five children with her. Although Princess Soamsawali had refused divorce for many years, Vajiralongkorn
was finally able to sue for divorce in the Family Court in January 1993. In the court proceedings, Vajiralongkorn accused Princess
Soamsawali of being completely at fault for the failed relationship. She was not able to refute the charges due to the prohibition
against lèse majesté. The divorce was finalized in July 1993.[55] Princess Soamsawali and her daughter continue to play a significant
role in royal ceremonies.

When Vajiralongkorn was introduced to Yuvadhida Polpraserth, she was an aspiring actress. She became his steady companion and
gave birth to his first son, Prince Juthavachara Mahidol, on 29 August 1979. He later had three more sons and a daughter by her.
They were married at a palace ceremony in February 1994, where they were blessed by the King and the Princess Mother, but not by
the Queen. After the marriage, she was allowed to change her name to Mom Sujarinee Mahidol na Ayudhaya, signifying she was a
commoner married to royalty. She was also commissioned as a major in the Royal Thai Army and took part in royal ceremonies with
Vajiralongkorn. In 1996, two years after the wedding, Mom Sujarinee (as she was now known) decamped to Britain with all her
children, while Vajiralongkorn caused posters to be placed all around his palace accusing her of committing adultery with Anand
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Alternative style Sir

Rotsamkhan, a 60-year-old air marshal.[56] Later, the prince abducted the daughter and brought her back to Thailand to live with him.
She was later elevated to the rank of princess, whilst Sujarinee and her sons were stripped of their diplomatic passports and royal
titles. Sujarinee and her sons moved to the United States, and as of 2007, she was known as Sujarinee Vivacharawongse.[57]

Vajiralongkorn married a third time on 10 February 2001, to Srirasmi Suwadee (royal name: Akharaphongpreecha), a commoner of
modest background who had been in his service since 1992. The marriage was not disclosed to the public until early 2005. She gave
birth to a son, Prince Dipangkorn Rasmijoti, on 29 April 2005 and was then elevated to the rank of princess. Her son was
immediately elevated to the rank of prince. In a magazine interview, Vajiralongkorn stated his intention to settle down.[58]

In November 2014, however, Vajiralongkorn sent a letter to the interior ministry asking for Princess Srirasmi's family to be stripped
of the royal name Akharaphongpreecha awarded to her, following allegations of corruption against seven of her relatives.[59] The
following month, Srirasmi relinquished her royal titles and the royal name and was officially divorced from Vajiralongkorn. She
received 200 million baht (US$5.5 million) as a settlement. They had been married for 13 years.

Children of King Maha Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebpayavarangkun[57]

Name Birth Notes

By Soamsawali Kitiyakara (married 1977, divorced 1991)

Bajrakitiyabha 7 December 1978

By Yuvadhida Polpraserth (married 1994, divorced 1996)

Juthavachara Vivacharawongse 29 August 1979 born as Juthavachara Mahidol

Vacharaesorn Vivacharawongse 27 May 1981 born as Vacharaesorn Mahidol

Chakriwat Vivacharawongse 6 February 1983 born as Chakriwat Mahidol

Vatchrawee Vivacharawongse 14 June 1985 born as Vatchrawee Mahidol

Sirivannavari Nariratana 8 January 1987 born as Busyanambejra Mahidol

By Srirasmi Suwadee (married 2001, divorced 2014)

Dipangkorn Rasmijoti 29 April 2005

28 July 1952 – 28 December 1972: His Royal Highness Prince
Vajiralongkorn.
28 December 1972 – 1 December 2016: His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn.
1 December 2016 – Present: His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn
Bodindradebayavarangkun (temporary title prior to coronation).[60]

English translation: His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn,
Descended by Flesh and Blood of the Divine Indra, Overlord of all
Angels.
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 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master of the Order of the
Rajamitrabhorn[61][62]

 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master of the Order of the Royal
House of Chakri

 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master with Chain of the Order of
the Nine Gems[63]

 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master of the Order of Chula
Chom Klao, Special Class

 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master of the Order of the White
Elephant, Special Class

 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master of the Order of the Crown
of Thailand, Special Class

 Thailand: Sovereign Grand Master of the Order of the
Direkgunabhorn

 Thailand: Sovereign Knight of the Decoration of Order of
Ramkeerati

 Thailand: Recipient of the Freeman Safeguarding Medal (First
Class)

 Thailand: Recipient of the Border Service Medal

 Thailand: Recipient of the Chakra Mala Medal

 Thailand: Recipient of the King Rama IX Royal Cypher Medal
(First Class)

 Thailand: Recipient of the King Rama IX Rajaruchi Medal
(Gold Class)

 Thailand: Recipient of the Red Cross Medal of Appreciation
(First Class)

 Denmark: Knight of the Order of the Elephant[64]

 Germany: Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, Special Class
 Japan: Knight Grand Cordon with Collar of the Order of the Chrysanthemum

 Malaysia: Honorary Knight Grand Cordon with Collar of the Order of the Defender of the Realm[65][66]

 Terengganu: Knight Grand Cross of the Family Order of Terengganu

 Netherlands: Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Crown[67]

 Netherlands: Recipient of the King Willem-Alexander Inauguration Medal[68]

 Portugal: Grand Cross of the Order of Aviz

 Spain: Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Charles III[69]

 Sweden: Knight Grand Cross with Collar of the Royal Order of the Seraphim

 United Kingdom: Honorary Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order[70]
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Monarchy of Thailand

a. On 1 December 2016, Vajiralongkorn accepted the formal invitation to become king. He was declared king
retroactively to the day of his predecessor and father's death on 13 October 2016. Prem Tinsulanonda acted as
regent from that date.[1][2]
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2. Paddock, Richard (1 December 2016). "New King for Thailand as Crown Prince, Vajiralongkorn, Ascends to Throne"
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/01/world/asia/thailand-king.html?_r=0). The New York Times. Retrieved
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