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Talk About It
1. What would you like to see at an aquarium?
2. Why does the girl decide to stop eating sea bass? 

Write About It
3.  Think about a kind of sea animal in this book. Make 

a chart on a separate paper. Write the kind of animal 
and three ways to describe it, such as size, shape, color, 
or other details.

Extend Language
People all over the world enjoy the ocean. Do you know 
the names of these sea animals in any other language? 
Can you name any countries where each of these animals 
can be seen?

turtle       shark       crab       sea star

Photographs
Every effort has been made to secure permission and provide appropriate credit for photographic material. The 
publisher deeply regrets any omission and pledges to correct errors called to its attention in subsequent editions.
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Tonight’s the night! Mom and I carry our sleeping 
bags into the Monterey Bay Aquarium. It’s time for 
the Camp-In! 

The aquarium closed at 
6:00 P.M. The crowds have 
gone home. But at 7:00 
P.M., the doors open again 
for a sleepover. We get 
to visit the aquarium at 
nighttime and sleep there! 
I want to go to the touch 
pool first. With the crowds 
gone for the day, I will get 
to touch everything!

Monterey Bay Aquarium
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Waves crash outside as we get closer to the touch 
pool. A window protects us from the ocean spray, 
but I can smell the salty water.

I don’t know what to touch first! A helper hands 
me a sea star. I like how it feels. The top is bumpy. I 
turn the sea star over to see its feet. They are very tiny.

I ask if I can touch a spiny sea urchin. Some sea 
urchins are poisonous. The ones in this pool are not. 
The man says, “Yes, touch it, but don’t pick it up. 
Just touch it.” Oh! There are so many sharp spines!

poisonous: able to kill with poison or make you very sick

sea star

sea anemone

sea urchin
clam
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Each exhibit at the aquarium presents creatures 
from a particular ocean zone. Zones are the different 
environments (or habitats) within the ocean. Each 
zone is like a neighborhood. Each one supports 
different kinds of creatures. Mom and I like to visit 
all the habitats at the aquarium.

exhibit: display; thing for people to look at and learn from

supports: protects and feeds

3

1
2 

This diagram shows some 
of the creatures that live 
in different ocean zones. 
The key on page 5 shows 
each animal’s name.

4
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1. sea urchin 

2. sea star 

3. hermit crab

4. grouper 

5. corals 

6. leopard shark 

 7. jelly fish

 8. tuna

 9. sea turtle

Rocky Shore     Coral Reef/
Kelp Forest

Open Water

5

9

Scale: Life-size Scale: 1 in. = 2 ft Scale: 1 in. = 2 ft
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I love to go to the Kelp Forest exhibit. Kelp is a 
thick seaweed. There are many sizes and colors of 
fish in the kelp forest. I like to look for creatures 
swimming through the kelp or hiding near the algae 
at the bottom of the tank. 

A marine biologist talks about overfishing. 
She gives us a booklet called “Seafood Watch.” 
Overfishing means catching fish faster than they can 
reproduce. “Fish are good for us,” she says. “But 
some kinds of fish are too popular. We need to stop 
eating them until their numbers increase.”

I feel sad as she talks. Some of my favorite fish are 
disappearing from the oceans.

marine biologist: scientist who studies sea creatures

reproduce: have young fish, or babies
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I open the booklet and 
read. Oh no! Sea bass is listed 
under the heading “Avoid.” 
In the past, Mom and I ate 
sea bass. It was one of our 
favorites. We decide not to 
eat sea bass for a while. Then I 
look under the heading “Best 
Choice.” Okay, I can still eat 
sardines, my other favorite 
kind of fish to eat. 

At 10:00 P.M., Mom and I 
go to the café for a bedtime 
snack. No hard choices here. 
This snack is milk and cookies!

7
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Before we 
go to sleep, we 
hurry to two 
more exhibits. I 
say goodnight 
to the big tuna 
in the Outer 
Bay exhibit. 
Then, I say 
goodnight to 
the sea otters. 
They are two 
of my favorite 

creatures, but we can’t sleep near them. An 
aquarium attendant says that the tunas get upset if 
people are near them all night, and the sea otters 
won’t sleep if people are near them.

Mom and I put our sleeping bags under a tank 
of anchovies and next to the Kelp Forest exhibit. 
We look back and forth between the two exhibits, 
watching all 
the fish swim. 
Tonight, I will 
dream that I am 
in the sea. And in 
a way, with the 
fish swimming 
above and beside 
me, I am.

back and forth: first 
one way and then 
the other

otters
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1. What would you like to see at an aquarium?
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Write About It
3.  Think about a kind of sea animal in this book. Make 

a chart on a separate paper. Write the kind of animal 
and three ways to describe it, such as size, shape, color, 
or other details.
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People all over the world enjoy the ocean. Do you know 
the names of these sea animals in any other language? 
Can you name any countries where each of these animals 
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