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Talk About It
1.  Have you ever been in a country warmer than the 

United States, like Belize? What would you take to 
a warm land to make sure you enjoyed yourself?

2.  What do you think was the hardest thing for Enid 
to get used to in her new home?

Write About It
3.  Compare Enid’s life in Belize with her life in 

Milwaukee. On a separate sheet of paper, make 
lists of the things that were the same and the 
things that were different.

Extend Language
Mexicans are from Mexico. Guatemalans are from 
Guatemala. Where are Belizeans from? What words 
that end in -ans identify people from Colombia, 
Korea, Nigeria, and Russia? Do you know other 
words for people of different countries?
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Last year, Enid Godfrey’s mother left their home in 
the country of Belize to find work and to start a new 
life in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Enid stayed behind 
in Belize with her Aunt Chiggie to finish the school 
year. Finally, Enid joined her mother in Milwaukee. 
These are some of the letters she wrote to her Aunt 
Chiggie from her new home in the United States.

August 30

Dear Aunt Chiggie,
So much has happened in the last few days. 

Where do I start?
First, I miss you very much, but it is great to be 

with Mummy again! She is working very hard, and I 
try to help her every day.

Everything here is huge, and there are so many 
people. Everywhere there are thousands of cars and 
big wide streets.

Yesterday was hot, so we went to the beach. It is 
not the sea. It’s a large lake called Lake Michigan. It 
was fun, but the water was chilly. From the beach we 
could see the city’s skyscrapers, all tall, square, and 
covered in glass. It is amazing that there are people 
working or living behind all those windows.

Love, Enid
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September 5

Dear Aunt Chiggie,
Today was the first day at my new school in 

Milwaukee. I was very nervous, but I think it wasn’t 
so bad. 

After the class got settled, my new teacher, Miss 
Matthews, introduced me to the class. She said my 
name was Enid and that I moved here from Brazil. 
The paper in her hand had the wrong country. She 
asked me if I knew much English.

I politely told her that I came from Belize. I told 
her that I had been speaking English all my life. 

I went up to the map and showed the class that 
Belize is in Central America, on the Caribbean Sea. I 
told them that many different kinds of people live in 
Belize, just like in the United States.

Love, Enid

Enid shows 
the class 
where 
Belize is.

United States
Atlantic
Ocean

Gulf of
MexicoMexico

Belize

Pacific
Ocean

Caribbean Sea

South America
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September 9

Dear Aunt Chiggie,
Mummy comes home tired from work every day. 

Now I am so glad that I took your advice and learned 
how to cook. I can start dinner to help Mummy, and I 
cook Belizean food almost every day.

We have rice and red beans, just like at home. 
Sometimes Mummy makes Johnnycakes. I love those 
delicious, round, fluffy biscuits, with plenty of butter. 

No matter how homesick I am during the 
day, I always feel better at dinnertime. Our little 
apartment fills with the smells that I always smelled 
in the kitchen back home. 

Do you know what Mummy brought home today? 
She had some of that delicious coconut candy, just 
like we used to get at Dreddi’s store on the corner! 

Love, Enid

Rice and 
beans are 
part of most 
Belizean 
meals.
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Enid 
makes an 
impression.

September 17

Dear Aunt Chiggie,
I have to say it is not very easy making friends 

here. People don’t smile as much here as they do 
back in Belize. On the playground, a lot of the kids 
just stand around talking. 

A few days ago, some kids were asking me about 
my school in Belize. They made fun of us for not 
having many sports teams. I got angry, which I try not 
to do. But I couldn’t help myself. I said, “Watch this!” 

I grabbed a basketball and dribbled to the hoop. 
I took a few shots, and whoosh, they went right 
through the hoop! “Who wants to play?” I asked.

The teasing stopped right away. The next day, a 
girl named Sandy invited me to have lunch with her. I 
think I’m finally starting to make friends. 

Love, Enid
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October 2

Dear Aunt Chiggie,
Most of the children in my school live in 

apartment buildings, like Mummy and I do. There 
are six apartments in our building, which is made of 
pretty red bricks. The buildings are close together, 
like in Belize City, but much taller. And do you know 
how your little wooden house is up on stilts to keep 
it above the water in case of a hurricane? Well, here 
the houses are right on the ground. Some buildings 
even have rooms below ground. This area is called 
the basement.

Some people here also have bars on their 
windows and heavy locks on their doors. I miss the 
way we could keep the windows open almost all of 
the time back home. I loved to hear Felipe’s parrot 
waking up the whole village in the morning. In 
Milwaukee, you can hear car horns and planes flying 
overhead in the morning.

Love, Enid
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Aunt 
Chiggie’s 
house
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October 22

Dear Aunt Chiggie,
Well, I’ve decided. The thing I miss absolutely the 

most about Belize (next to you, of course) is the sea. I 
also miss the long lazy days when we could swim and 
play near the shore. Those were wonderful days!

Anyway, last night we had a wild and windy 
rainstorm. I liked it because it reminded me of the 
sea. Lake Michigan is really very pretty, but they tell 
me it will be covered with ice in a few months. It will 
be much colder. 

Today was so cold I couldn’t believe it! Even the 
coldest day back home was never like this. We are 
saving money this week to buy a warm coat and hat 
for me. But the good part for a newcomer like me is 
this: soon, I will be looking at snow for the first time 
in my life! I can’t wait. 

Love, Enid
7

Enid gets 
her first 
winter 
coat.
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Coming to America
Since 1820 more than 63 million people have 

immigrated to the United States. This table shows 
the top ten countries where immigrants came from 
in 2003.

8

Countries having the most immigrants to the United States

Mexico
Guatemala

El Salvador

Dominican 
Republic

Russia

India

China

Vietnam

Philippines
Colombia

                                           
      Mexico

India

Philippines

China

El Salvador

Dominican Republic

Vietnam

Colombia

Guatemala

Russia

Country  

115,864

50,372

45,397

40,659

28,296

26,205

22,133

14,777

14,415

13,951

Number of Immigrants
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